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Welcome to the 2021 issue of the 

Förfina Yearbook. 

The responses received have resulted 

in this yearbook becoming the largest 

SAAB publication ever produced. 

This could only be achieved with 

the contributions by SAAB owners 

around the world and I would like to 

express my thanks to you all for your 

continued support. 

Stay safe everyone 

David Dallimore  

Great Western SAABS  

 



I am from Norway and now have nine SAABs, 
though some are for parts. I am 42 years old 
and have owned SAABs for 25 years. 

Norwegian 
Blue

The fictional ‘Norwegian Blue’ parrot - famed as the star of Monty Python’s iconic 
dead parrot comedy sketch - appears to have once really existed. A fossil expert has 
established for the first time that parrots lived in Scandinavia about 55 million years 
ago when the area was covered in tropical forest. 

Ken Roger Bjørgo

This car I bought 15 years ago, continually 
building little by little over the years leading 
up to last year, when I finally got approval 
for my rebuild and received the necessary 
registration signs for the car. 

The engine I have built myself using a block 
from a 1988 SAAB 9000 and a cylinder head 
from a 1992 900 Griffin and gearbox from 
a 1993 900 Turbo. I have also included the 
Trionic 5 system from a 1996 9000 Turbo. 

I installed the rear axle and hubs from a 
1992 900 turbo with front callipers and 
brake discs from a 1996 9000 Aero.  
The engine delivers about 250 hp/189kw. 

Inside the car, I used an interior dashboard 
and seats from the 900 Griffin. The only 
issue was the need to change the brackets in 
the floor to get these seats fitted. 

All in all, this is a really fun car to 
drive especially with the low build 
cost of about 50-60000 Norwegian 
kroner/£4600UK/$5800USD.



 
This very rare SAAB 9000 Griffin has been 
returned to show condition by Chris Hamley. 
Chris had run one of the most highly respected 
SAAB garages in the UK.  He has now retired, 
but his enthusiasm for the marque has not.

The SAAB Griffin
By Warren Brown, Washington Post 1992. 

“This was the mother of all 
SAABs, the SAAB 9000 CD 
Turbo Griffin Edition. 
It was special, surely enough. It was unlike 
any SAAB I had driven or seen. The interior, 
for instance. The seats were a combination 
of taupe leather and suede; the face of the 
instrument panel was covered with burled 
walnut, as was the top of the floor-mounted 
gearshift console.

Forget the gimcrackery that makes it 
“special.” Look at the structure it shares with 
all other SAAB automobiles. Door beams, 
floor and roof sills, and “B” pillars (the center 
pillars) have all been strengthened to protect 
vehicle occupants in side-impact crashes. 

The bumpers, front and rear, are designed 
to protect the car’s body from damage 
in collisions up to speeds of five miles 
per hour. Driver’s-side air bag and four-

wheel-disc, anti-lock brakes 
are standard equipment in 

these front-wheel-drive, 
five-passenger cars -- 
both the upper-crust 

9000-series and the 
more affordable 
900-series 
SAABs.

Excellent overall 
construction 
and vehicle 
presentation. 
This is a luxury 
car that comes 
with built-in 

guilt abatement. It requires infrequent 
scheduled maintenance, which means that it 
contributes less waste oil to the despoiling 
of the environment than do other SAABs.  
The air conditioner emits no CFCs, which 
are harmful to the Earth’s ozone layer.  
And you can carry lots of luggage in the big, 
17.8-cubic-foot trunk.

The CD Turbo Griffin looks like something 
from the Ross Perot School of Design - 
appealing but understated; seemingly warm, 
yet somewhat distant and strangely forbidding.

Ride, acceleration and handling: Excellent in all 
categories. The CD Turbo Griffin is equipped 
with a 2.3-liter, electronically fuel-injected, 
turbocharged, four-cylinder, double overhead 
cam, 16-valve, 200-horsepower engine.”



In late Summer of 2008, my Dad bought 
his new car, a SAAB 9-3 Aero TTiD sedan 
in Snow Silver.  Over the six years my Dad 

owned it I was fortunate enough to drive it 
or borrow it on occasion for a period of time, 
particularly when my car, an ageing Ford 
Mondeo, went wrong or broke.

I’ve got to be honest driving it for those 
periods, even just a few miles, did put a 
massive smile on my face.  So one could 
imagine just how happy I was, and just 
how big a smile I had, when the following 
conversation happened:

“Mike, how much longer is it until your car’s 
next MOT?”

I had just come inside after trying to solve a 
coolant leak at this point.

“The MOT is in about a month, but I don’t think 
I can fix this leak.”

A couple more questions, myself feeling a 
little defeated and dejected, then:

Black clouds with 
silver linings

During the first four years of SAAB ownership, I’ve had some 
amazing times. The next two years would be quite epic then, 
wouldn’t they? I am confident that not one person could have 
predicted them. 

It all began, for me, like this. 

“Well Mike, I’m thinking about buying 
a new car. If yours isn’t gonna make 
it, I’ll buy the car earlier and you 
can have the SAAB.”

It was like a dream for me, 
a sense of pure elation 
running through my entire 
body. I simply couldn’t say 
‘no’. And so, in the Summer 
of 2014, I became a SAAB 
owner.  I loved the car from 
the first day I saw her, on 
every occasion driving her, 
and the love got stronger every 
year since taking ownership 
in 2014.  I was in my happy place, 
everything perfectly normal and everything 
totally predictable.  Affectionately named 
Kara (Supergirl’s name in the TV show),  
my 9-3 was sensational.  Just awesome.  

However, 2018 would be something 
completely different...

Mike Cairns



 
SAAb 9-3 Aero 
TTiD sedan
• Snow Silver 
• 180PS 
• 400Nm

For a good amount of 2018 
everything was going well. 
I’d joined quite a few SAAB 
groups, attended a meet 
near St. Andrews, here in 
Scotland and received an invite 
to another 

SAAB meet in Kirkcaldy that 
September. It was a barbecue 
meet at Dirty Hands Garage. But 
when I was on my way to this meet, 
it all went disastrously wrong. Upon 
joining the motorway at Perth, 
having driven 90 miles or so, I put the 
foot down and got no acceleration. 
Nothing. I had no idea what had 
happened. I’d got as far as Kinross 
when my beauty could not go further. 
I did eventually make the meet two hours 
late and on a recovery wagon, not what I had 
planned, but I was fortunate that the meet 
was hosted by a well-known garage. I had 
no choice but to leave her there and decide 
what the plan would be. That plan became 
“have her fixed and have her home.”

I couldn’t let her go, I was not 
ready to say bye.  
This had to be done. I was going to have her 
fixed no matter what. It turned out to be a 
massive undertaking but both my dad and 
myself felt this was the right thing to do. And 
so, after suffering total engine failure due 
to oil starvation, and after receiving a new 
twin-turbo manifold, a reconditioned engine 
with timing belt kit, a DPF flush, a new front 
pipe, new oil return pipe, clutch kit, and a 
few hiccups, she was ready. 19 weeks of 
torture had ended. January 19 of 2019 I was 
to be found on a train heading south relieved 
that the nightmare had ended. Arrived at the 
train station, a quick journey to the garage, 
the arrival of a number of SAABs, this was a 
fantastic day. 

It was great to have her back on the road 
after that long, but she was still in the tunnel 
leading up to the garage. I did break down a 

little walking up to her, I’m not going to lie, 
but one turn of the key and this was it. She 
was back on the road. 

2019, a new lease of life, a new set of 
adventures. A small crash in February 
brought it all back to me, but it wasn’t that 
bad. How could one be that unlucky? Huge 
thanks to reactions and a very good set 
of brakes. And so she’s off to a 
garage... again. Was only 
for a week this time, 
but she was returned 
one day before 
her first arranged 
meet of the year 
– the Lecht Ski 
Centre meet. 

It’s fair to say 
2019 started 
good, apart 
from the crash, 
but the rest of 
the year was epic. 7 meets, 
including a car show, lots of 
driving with amazing scenery, 
quite a few parts changed 
and the wheel arches 
repaired, 2020 should work 
out to be an amazing year.   

At least that’s what I thought.
So it’s April 2020. Late February I discovered 
an oil pipe had developed a leak and I was 
unable to sort this one myself. I sensibly 
arranged to have this done professionally. 

With limited tool, and space I thought this 
was the best solution. 

So at the moment, she is at a garage with the 
pipes needed, the repair can start. I woke to a 
call from the garage. They had to close due to 
Coronavirus and social distancing regulations, 
so work will resume when they open again.  

What is it with my car  
and garages?
But still, every day without her reminds me 

of how good she is. I guess it’s true 
what they say, absence really does 
make the heart grow fonder. So when 
the garage opens and she is mended 
I have a full set of sky blue brake 
callipers and new discs to fit. 

But over those several weeks in 
maintenance I’ve had the backing 

of various groups and countless 
suggestions, recommendations  
and help, and certainly, I’ve been 
most thankful. 

Every black cloud does indeed  
have a silver lining. 



SAABs  
on the shelf
SAAb 900 Turbo
Made by Stahlberg, a Finnish company producing promotional 
plastic models mainly of Swedish SAAB and Volvo automobiles. 
Available mostly through car-dealers in Europe and the USA, 
these models were produced from about 1965 to about 1990 
and are distinguished by ‘Made in Finland’ on the base. 

At the end of the Eighties, Stahlberg was apparently taken over 
by “Emek Muovi”, another Finnish plastic model maker, known 
for its trucks in 1:25 scale. 

Some Stahlberg models were also produced in the 1990s by 
a company in Estonia. Models are distinguished by “Made in 
Estonia” on their bases.

 
 



I got infected with the SAAB 
virus by my father. As a boy, he 
introduced me to the SAAB 99. 
From that moment on I was in love.  
The moment I was ready to buy my first 
serious car, of course it had to be a SAAB 99 
(1973). After a few experiments with a 9-3, 
9-5, and two 900 classics it was time to buy a 
SAAB 99 again. This time a later model from 
1984 in the lovely colour, Azure Blue. 

Although it doesn’t have air conditioning, turbo, 
power steering, or central locking, the smiles 
per miles are priceless. This one is a keeper!

I blame my father
By Michiel van Tongeren



 

VERY 
FIRST 
‘VIRTUAL’ 
SAAB MEET?
 

Back in March 2020, the 
moderating team at Great 
Western SAABs devise a plan 
for a ‘virtual’ SAAB meet.  
A little bit of fun, to brighten this Corona 
situation. Like many here we have a SAAB, 
with no where to go.

So an invitation was sent to all SAAB owners 
to our very first ‘FOSM’, or Facebook Online 
SAAB meet, on Sunday 22nd March 2020. 

Like all GWS meets, friends and family are 
always welcome. No need to reserve a 
space! Bring your own food, or drink! 

We requested a single photo of your SAAB. 
‘Gates’ opened at 10 am, on the Great 
Western SAABs Facebook page. 

What followed was somewhat overwhelming!

THE









The Louvre had sat, along with an 
abundance of other rare goodies forgotten  
about for many years, our unsung and  
the unlikely hero of this story, the lorry 
driver,  totally unaware he was sitting on 
a literal  gold mine until a few weeks ago 
when  he bumped into my good friends and  
mechanics next door.  

Words were exchanged and not long 
later  the mega haul of goodies wound its 
way  back from the darkened corner of 
an  unsuspecting garage of an unsuspecting  
house where it had all lay for many decades  
to my friend’s unit.  

After no less than three years of searching for 
one and finally after a chance meeting between 
a  delivering lorry driver to the unit next to  
where I take my 900 for some TLC.  
I have luckily ended up with one of    
the most exclusive and sought after  
C900 items. The Louvre. 

The Louvre

A few messages were quickly exchanged  
between myself and my mechanic friend,  
the deal was done. It was an absolute  
bargain in reality, with the Louvre sitting  
proudly upon the rear window of my 900,  
affectionately dubbed “Harriet”. 

 Martyn Edward



The SAAB  

99
Combi Coupe



A SAAb gEM
 

                                                                  How I came to meet ‘Ruby’, 
       by Mik Sansom

An LPT Aero which I had taken to some shows developed 
problems and getting a bit old for crawling about I gave a SAAB  
specialist a call - he said he couldn’t do it at the moment.
A couple of weeks later, he phoned me saying: “If I offered you a Ruby, would you  be interested?”  

I did manage to squeak a “yes” in reply. 

Concerned that the other Lady in my life might not agree, we went to look at Ruby.   
Mary’s comment: “She’s lovely – we must have her.”  

The car went to TR Autos, Yeovil, UK, who spent time making sure it ran well.  
Since taking delivery, we’ve been finding any excuse for driving ‘Lady Ruby’. 



SAAB 9-3 
Hirsch
Tommy Deans





SAAB 96 V4  
Staid but 
sturdy 
Swede
AA Road Test Report from 1974. 
The Automobile Association is a British 
motoring association founded in 1905. 

The SAAB 96 is an unusual car in many ways. 
In an age when many models are depressingly 
similar beneath the marketing tinsel, SAAB 
continue to go their own way, concentrating 
on solid, unexciting values. The 96 tends 
to display its shortcomings early and reveal 
its virtue subsequently. Performance was 
undoubtedly given a shot in the arm when 
the old two-stroke gave place to the current 
V-4 engine. By current 1500 standards, 
however, acceleration is unremarkable. 
The quarrelsome column gear shift is not 
much encouragement either. Many will 
consider its remarkable economy handsome 
compensation, however. The test car nearly 
reached 40mpg in a traffic-free jaunt and 
the 35mpg recorded at a steady 70mph is 
incredibly good. Such economy is not difficult 
because the 96 feels cumbersome to drive 
briskly. Wearisome steering requires a strong 
pair of wrists and the car is heavy when 
parking too. Yet the 96’s rally-bred ancestry 
was revealed in track-tests, when it 
didn’t put a wheel wrong 
in a tight corner. 

Ride comfort is absorbent when driven in 
a leisurely fashion, but the car lurches and 
becomes restive if pressed too hard. The 
brakes have a professional feel. They are not 
so strongly servoed as most, yet give better 
control and progression. There is some fade, 
but they are immune to water and the unusual 
handbrake works well.

Comfortable driving position
Even the driving position feels old-fashioned. 
Nevertheless, its dining-chair posture is 
comfortable and it is easy to get in and out 
without stooping. The seat has insufficient 
lateral support and inset pedals are tiring. 
A SAAB eccentricity is a lock on the gear 
lever instead of one on the steering column. 
Shallow windows do not interfere with the 
view as much as one would expect.

Deceptively roomy
The SAAB is deceptively roomy. Apart from 
the limitations of two doors, it is comfortable 
enough for a full-sized family. A flat floor and 
high cushion allow reasonable legroom, even 
though it appears otherwise. Headroom 
is restricted, however, and door-locking 
arrangements are most confusion. Luggage 
space is both commodious and versatile; with 
the seat folded down, the boot can extend its 
load length forward, and eminently sensible 
provision which other saloon car makers 
should adopt. Despite its age, the 96 has 
stayed abreast of modern developments in 
heating and ventilation. In addition, it has 
advanced one or two ideas of its own, like 

the heated driving seat. Injury prevention 
features are very up-to-date too, with good 
structural protection.

Bowls along beautifully
There are one or two periods of resonance, 
especially at 65mph, but by 70mph all 
is subdued and the SAAB bowls along 
beautifully most of the time, with just a trace 
of V-4 imbalance lurking in the background. 
Along country lanes, away from steep hills, 
the free wheel proves an asset, giving clutch-
less gear changes on the move.

Body construction reassuring
For the longer term owner, standards of 
body construction and especially under 
body protection look most reassuring. SAAB 
obviously know just what they are about 
and one couldn’t wish for a better anti-rust 
treatment at the price. The paintwork on the 
test car appeared rather brittle, however, 
and this may prove one of those unusual 
models that will deteriorate less underneath 
than on top. Although there are easier cars 
to work on, routine maintenance can be 
tackled by home handymen; parts tend to be 
expensive, though.

The 96 has more to offer than casual 
consideration suggests. Although it is no 
bundle of fun, it will offer any owner-driver 
a practical investment that will do a good job 
and prove surprisingly economical.Engineers’ 
comments

Improved resistance to rust
The SAAB has only a limited UK 

following - mainly one of 
motoring enthusiasts - and 

thus comparatively 
small numbers have 

been inspected. 

Nonetheless, definite trends emerge.

The car is well protected against the 
corrosively aggressive environment by 
metal treatment, paint, factory-applied 
underbody compounds and latterly by 
injection of anti-corrosion material into 
hollow closed sections. This ‘inner box’ 
treatment must be repeated every 
other year to remain fully effective. 
The result of all this protection is 
an absence of corrosion on vital 
structures, underwings, underbody 
frame members and jacking points, 
underfloor pressings and boot.

Old SAABs rust
However, this has not always been 
the case. It must be remembered that 
the car started life way back in 1960, 
when it had a three-cylinder, two-
stroke engine and a three-speed gear 
box plus driver-controlled free wheel. 
A good deal of the anti-corrosion 
measures currently taken by the 
factory were not applied at that 
time and old SAABs consequently 
rust badly. Door bottoms rust from 
the inside outwards and underwing 
areas - on which it proved difficult 
to obtain a good durable covering 
by rubber-type protection 
compounds - also suffer. Front suspension 
spring and damper mount areas in the engine 
compartment innerwing structure and the 
rear suspension mount areas in the boot 
platform are also prone to rust.

Body protection
Premature rusting out from the inside of 
closed and semi-closed body sections was 
once such a prominent feature even of 
Swedish-built cars that something drastic had 
to be done to prolong their useful life. Sven 
Laurin of the Swedish Motoring Organisation 
(Motomannens Riksforbund) invented 
the process of injection petroleum-based 

anti-corrosion compounds into difficult-to-
protect hollow sections. This is referred to 
the world over as the M-L method. Hot dip 
galvanising of certain sheet steel sections has 
also been employed in an attempt to extend 
structural life.

Underbody compound test
The punt-type platform underbody of the 
integral steel body is common to both the 
SAAB 96 and its estate version, the SAAB 
95. Surprisingly, corrosion was found on 
floor sections of some 1968-built models, 
particularly where the mounts of the rear 
suspension radius links are attached. On 
pre-1968 cars the rate of deterioration due to 

corrosion is markedly higher 
than average, affecting such 
items as hollow sills and their 
junction to the floor. All this 
clearly demonstrates that the 
underbody compound can 
loose its effectiveness in time 
and needs thorough inspection 
on a hoist. By tapping it with the 
blunt end of a screwdriver, the 
potential buyer can determine 
whether the underbody 
protection is still securely 
attached to the steel panels. If 
any hollow-sounding areas are 
found, it will be necessary to 
strip back to metal and remove 
all traces of rust. The underbody 
should then be re-painted with 
a factory-approved primer paint 
before a fairly thick underbody 
protection compound is re-
applied. A cracked and loosely 
attached compound, far from 
protection the underbody against 
corrosion accelerates the process.

Engine noise
The Ford V-4 is not a particularly 
quiet design, but attention to valve 
gear tappet clearance can lower 

the general noise level. A few final drive units 
tend to emit a typical hypoid whine but they 
are very robust and generally trouble-free. It 
is only after several years of motoring that the 
problem of excessive play in driveshaft inner 
universal joints arises.

The SAAB, in common with other cars, 
experiences some water ingress past ageing 
seals which leads to premature rear and 
side light failures. Slight engine oil leaks and 
carburettor tuning faults are readily cured by 
routine service attention. Clutch action can be 
on the fierce side, but is a feature of this robust 
and mechanically reliable rally-tested car.





I am from Slovakia, and SAABs, especially, older ones like 900og were not common on our roads. 
My first contact with this brand came in 2007 at the Geneva Motor Show, where I noticed the 9-3.  
Andrej Mihalský.

I was never into SAABs
I bought the 900 in the of summer 2018, it 
was import from Austria, but before that, I 
was driving 2010 Colt Ralliart which was my 
daily car. But since, I was always interested 
in older cars and one day I found a SAAB 
900og, but the 5 door version.  

It was restored and a really nice-looking car.  

The shape and charisma get me. But there 
was an issue with money which meant I was 
not able to keep my daily, and have both of 
them. And of course, I did not know, what 
can I expect from the car, which is as old as 
me. I am not reliable too!  

I was checking the advertisements monthly 
and calculating, but one day, it was gone.  

I knew that it was a mistake, a missed 
opportunity….

Then six 
months later, 
I found this 
one. A SAAB 
900i non 
turbo with 
96km, only 
one previous 
owner, 

perfect history and all the books and stuff  
that came with the car from the factory. The  
only thing missing was the tools in the trunk.  

Again it was a hard decision, but I sold the 
daily car  and got this one. I wanted to use it 
every day  as I know, that the car is capable 
of it. But as  winter came, I decided to rescue 
it from the  salty roads and bought a really 
cheap car for  the winter.  

My 900 is almost rust free, I want to keep it  
like that as long as I can.  

We have been together for almost two 
years. I am  enjoying every kilometre with it, 
and SAABs in  common have become part 
of my life. 



Eric had won this same rally the 
previous year in a SAAB 96. He was to 
go on to win the 1962 rally once again 
in a SAAB 96. And Eric, being Eric 
decided that two wins weren’t enough, 
so he won again in 1963... in a SAAB 96. 
.

Carlsson on the  
1962 RAC Rally UK



SAAB  
9-3 Aero  
Carlsson

Erik would go on to win the Monte Carlo 
Rally twice, as well as the Acropolis and 
San Remo Rallies. Such ‘David and Goliath’ 
exploits at the wheel of his diminutive SAAB  
96 against bigger, more powerful cars were  
the springboard for launching SAAB as a  
global car brand.  

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of that  
first RAC victory, SAAB Great Britain offered  
motorists an exclusive opportunity to  
purchase one of just 96 limited edition SAAB  
9-3 Aero Carlsson models. 

Powered by a 2.8-litre V6 turbo engine  
developing 280PS and exceptional torque of  
400Nm, the Carlsson limited edition sprints  
from zero to 60mph in just 6.9 seconds.  
Equally impressively, 50-70mph acceleration  
is accomplished in just 6.3 seconds.  

The vehicle is distinguished by exterior 
and  interior enhancements including: 19”  
six-spoke alloy wheels, a sports chassis  with 
rear body levelling, twin exhaust  tailpipes, 
a rear boot lid spoiler, bi-xenon  cornering 
headlights, a titanium-finish front  grille and 
fog light surrounds, and a premium  leather 
sports interior trim.  

It is fitted with SAAB’s advanced all-wheel 
drive system, SAAB XWD, complete with an  
electronic rear limited-slip differential.  
Drive  torque is constantly distributed 
between the  front and 
rear axles, and 
between the rear 
wheels, to ensure 
optimum grip and 
stability at all times. 

In 1960, Erik ‘Mr SAAB’ 
Carlsson exploded onto 
the world rally scene. He 
immediately shook the 
rallying world by taking his 
three-cylinder, 750cc SAAB 
96 to an emphatic victory in 
the RAC Rally – the first of a 
hat-trick of wins.



The SAAB  

96
Two Stroke



Simon Arena 
 

An 
interesting 
story...  
...behind how I acquired this particular 99 GL..

I currently own a 99 Turbo, 
but what started my obsession 
with SAAB was growing up 
with my Father’s Red SAAB 99 
GL Combi Coupe, he bought 
brand new in 1977. 
I fell in love with this car and vowed to one 
day own a car identical to this.  

When I was old enough to buy my first car, 
we looked at over 20 different 99’s but never 
found a red 1977 99 GL 3 door. I gave up on 
owning a car like my dads and progressed 
through many other SAAB’s.  

Fast forward many years, and when venturing into Sydney I would 
often  see a Silver 99 GL 3 door being driven by an elderly couple. As 
I’m  always watching the internet for interesting SAAB’s for sale, I one 
day  came across this exact car at a prestige wholesaler. Promising my 
wife  that I was only going to “look at it”, I ended up buying it, as it was 
a one  owner car and too good to pass up. I then proceeded to make 
this car  as good as possible, as a tribute of sorts to my Father’s old 99.  

As a matter of interest, the 99 GL was 
originally the same silver as a 99 EMS, but 
had a respray by the original owner to a more 
modern shade of Silver. Sadly I had to sell her, 
but still miss her to this day. 

I have owned 20 SAAB’s, 11 of which have  
been 99’s. Lot’s of great memories with each  
of them, some I wish I could have kept but of  
course space has always been an issue.  

Alongside a 900 Enduro. This 
car has been photographed quite 
extensively as its the currently 
the only road going example of 
the 12 built.



SAABs 
doing 
what 
they 
do 
best
 
Will Glander at the wheel of his glorious SAAB 96 
at Castle Combe Race Circuit, Wiltshire, UK





My Dad and I both own rare 9-3 Griffins,  
the run-out model of the 9-3, a slightly revised 
car for 2012.

The changes involved a new front bumper, 
grille and ‘ice block‘ headlights, as well as a 
new rear boot badge. 

Interior changes included revised seats, dash 
finishes, also a higher level of specifications. 

Pair of GriffinsOlly Cox

Around 1,148 of these were built, with less 
than 200 for the UK market.

My Dad’s car is a TTID4 Aero with auto 
gearbox, mine is a manual TTID4 SE. 
 
 

As well as the standard spec, both cars have 
factory sunroofs which is a rare sight on any 
SAAB 9-3, let alone a Griffin.



Looking  
the part



When, in 2007, I saw a 1983 SAAB 99GL 
come up for sale in the same location,  
I figured it must have been the same one  
and I was right. So I bought it.

Bodily, it was very clean and tidy, but 
mechanically it was less so. It had been laid up 
with a blown head gasket and faulty clutch. 

My previous car was a SAAB 9000 2.3 
Turbo so the 99 came as a bit of a shock. I 
was short of funds in those days and repairs 
were make-do in the early years. 

After a while, the engine (which had never 
been a happy thing) died. Fortunately, a       
  rotten 8 valve Turbo 900 donated its  
    axles and power train and my now 
        defunct 9000 donated its brakes  
            and wheels.  

I had no intention to buy a SAAB that day

The K-Jet injection system made for much 
greater drivability and I found the 9000 
braking system much better than the front 
hand brake setup. 

After trying a 16 valve 900 Turbo, I liked the 
more advanced technology and refinement 
of that engine, so another ruined donor 
was sourced. It currently runs the stock 
electronics and base boost, while I consider 
how to keep induction temperatures down.  

Visually, it has no cosmetic changes asides 
from the 9000 wheels, a stainless exhaust 
and a boost gauge pod on the dash. The 
interior is stock 99GL of blue velour, made 
up with interior parts from several other 
cars, that other people were “upgrading”.

You have to look under the bonnet to 
realise that it’s not, shall we say, standard. 
 

I had seen the car a few times as it lived around the corner from 
me in Sandhurst, here in the United Kingdom.

Andy Chequer



At one 
with 
nature



Everyone 
could test 
drive  
the  
new  
9-3  
TTiD

In the April I was given a brand new, recently 
launched SAAB 9-3 Aero TTiD, a Black 
Saloon model with a six-speed box. That 
same night I took out my first test driver.  
I won’t bore you with the details, just to say 
that this person, who was already a SAAB 
driver, went on to buy his next model with  
a TTiD engine under the bonnet. 

The real challenge for me was to get non-
SAAB drivers into the car and to let them 
experience the flavour of SAAB. 

Did I feel lucky? Oh yes. In late January of 2008  
I had a phone call from SAAB GB with a question.  
Would I like to be an advocate for SAAB?  
The challenge was to get as many test drives  
as possible over two months.

Over the next 8 weeks I managed to invite 
128 test drives. 

Everyone enjoyed the experience and lots of 
favourable words came my way. In my heart, 
I believe we had more new SAAB drivers 
within the year. 

A great big thank you to SAAB for letting  
me take part in their challenge, and what  
a fantastic car.

Robin Morley



The SAAB dealership in 
Casablanca, Morocco. 

Pretty in white



The SAAB Session Slovakia meeting in 2019. 
This meeting is a well organised, exciting, full weekend 
program for SAAB owners and enthusiasts. 

It is also very well attended, making it probably  
the largest SAAB meeting in Central Europe. 

At the last meeting, we had over 80 cars and  
180 persons participating, from nine countries.

SAAB 
Session 
Slovakia 
Száraz-Szabó Marika  



www.SAABpartstrade.co.uk



The Used Car Roadshow was the only UK TV 
motoring show dedicated to the used car market, 
and helping real buyers and sellers of used cars.

SAAb 
99T on 
the V

Initially screened on the ‘Men & Motors’ satellite  
TV channel, the show quickly gathered an  
enthusiastic following.

A transfer to ITV soon made the programme one of 
the most popular motoring shows on UK satellite and 
Freeview television, resulting in three series that saw 
the presenters travel the length and breadth of the UK.

Hosted by Jason Dawe and Penny Mallory, the show 
aimed to help you choose your next used car purchase, 
from selling your existing car through to negotiation 
and securing the deal. 

The final episode aired in 2007.



Family 
portraits
SAAB 96 2 strokes



We took our 1992 SAAB 900 16 valve cabriolet on a six-day trip covering  
1704 km (1060 miles) with every single kilometre driven with the top down.

The starting point was our home in 
Jessheim, travelling north to Trondheim, 
past Gudbransdalen and the famous Dovre 
mountain pass. We stayed in Trondheim 
for three days, visiting the city and all its 
attractions, before travelling south to the 
city of Molde. We then boarded the ferry 
over the fjord to Vestnes, past the very 
famous attraction Trollstigen or ‘Trolls 
Ladder’, a mountain sidewinding road with 
stunning views.

A ferry from Valldal to Eidsdal took us to 
Geiranger, famous for its views of the fjord 
and valleys, with a stop at the incredible view 
point known as Dalsnibba.

Our journey continued over the very famous 
mountain pass Valdressflyen.

With a dinner stop at the mountain village 
of Beitostølen, we then continued to 
Fagernes, along the very nice and long lake 
Randsfjorden, and back home to Jessheim.

This was an extremely nice trip with an 
overwhelming sense of the beauty of 
nature. A lot of sunblock was applied, as 
not to become sunburned. If you really 
want a breathtaking vacation, please come 
and visit the Norwegian west coast and 
mountain areas.

You will get an experience you never 
will forget, and by doing the trip in a 
convertible, it will be an even more 
overwhelming experience.

Terge Norman

Topless in Norway



A very 
cool 
SAAB 9-3
 
Torkell Björgvinsson Wahlgren  



The SAAB  

900



“Daddy looked after me for a while over 
the holidays as Mummy had to work. So 
we decided to take a short trip to Sweden. 
We flew to Gothenburg and then drove to 
Trollhättan where we stayed.

We stayed at the Scandic Hotel. It was really 
nice and I had a huge bed all to myself! I was 
given a present when we arrived and a fruit 
and chocolate basket was delivered to our 
room too. A special gift just for me!  
That was cool. 

In the evening I had 
moose for my dinner.  
It was yummy but a  
bit chewy! 

We are a bit SAAB-
mad in our house so 
we took a trip to the 
SAAB museum. I saw 
lots of old SAABs there 
that I had not seen 
before. They were 
quite funny to look at. 

My 
holiday 
trip to 

Sweden 
Azabeth Morley, then aged 7 (now 20)

Azabeth’s trip to Trollhättan 
which with her Father, Robin, 
they took in October in 2006. 

I found out that when they design cars after 
they have drawn them, they do a model of 
them out of clay. It was really clever. Here is 
a picture of me learning all about the engines 
of new SAABs. 

I was listening on a translator machine, a 
bit like a telephone, it was great fun. I got 
to see inside the body of the car and how it 
fits together. 

We also went to the SAAB factory where 
they make them. We went around on a train 
and it was very interesting. We got to see 

how the cars were made. 
Some of it is done by  robots 
– they scared me, especially 
when the sparks flew. Most 
jobs were done by people. We 

saw how the metal was shaped 
into the shape of the car and at the end saw 
the cars being taken away for testing. It was 
really exciting. 

Daddy and I also did some walking. We saw 
the river and the dam. We went up really high 
which was great. 

Sweden is a very nice country and we saw 
some waterfalls and a pretty forest. I can’t 
wait to go again. “





Stuart Bell 
 

To say that I’m a SAAB enthusiast would be an understatement.  
I have owned seven of them throughout the last eight years.

A convert, who is more than able
My first experience with a SAAB wasn’t great.

I knew nothing about them and wanted a 
fairly cheap and fast car. I travelled 200 miles 
to pick up my “new” SAAB 9-5 2.0T.

About an hour into the four hour journey 
home, the oil light appeared on the 
dashboard. I pulled over to the motorway’s 
hard shoulder stopped the engine and pressed 
the hazard light button. The hazard light 
button broke immediately and disappeared 
into the dashboard!

When I restarted the engine, the oil light 
went off, but I couldn’t turn my hazard lights 
off as the switch had broken. I spent the next 
20 minutes at the side of the road ‘Googling’ 
where the fuse box was and which fuse to pull!

Despite this bad first experience, I 
persevered. As a result of these issues, I 
learned a lot about SAABs, their quirks, and 
how to solve issues. I grew to love the car, in 
particular the interior with all its buttons and 
“night mode”, and the incredibly comfortable 
seats. I kept it until I left Ireland. 

I have a Dame Edna these days, a 2008 Dame 
Edna 9-5 2.3 Aero completely unmolested 
with only 65k miles and a sunroof. She’s my 
pride and joy and I have satisfied my mild 
disappointment of the bare Edna dash by 
installing a large touchscreen head unit.

This year I purchased my partner 
a beautiful black 2009 9-3 Vector 
diesel. This is intended as a summer 
car and hasn’t missed a beat these 
first few months we’ve owned 
her. In preparation for summer, I 
treated her to a new touch screen 
Android head unit and reverse cam 
and, in return, she has treated us 
to some tranquil drives through the 
countryside with the roof down.



The SAAB Sport was 
launched in 1962 as a 
replacement for the SAAB 
GT750. It used the same 
body shell as the SAAB 96, 
with slight modifications 
and with a different 
interior configuration and 
equipment. From the outside 
it could be differentiated 
from a standard 96 by the 
twin chrome stripes along 
the lower part of the sides.

The engine was an 841 cc two-stroke, three-
cylinder engine with one Solex carburettor 
per cylinder, giving 52 hp (39 kW). 

The engine was lubricated via a separate 
tank for two-stroke oil, allowing the use of 
ordinary petrol. 

The gearbox had four gears. In order to 
overcome the problems of overrun for 
the two-stroke engine, a freewheel device 
was fitted. 

The car also used disc brakes at the front, 
something that was unusual at the time, and 
the wheels had four studs instead of the five 
used on the 96 and were of a stronger build, 
to withstand the extra workload.

• From 1963 on, the model for the USA 
market was named Granturismo 850.

• In the 1965 model, power output was 
raised to 55 hp (41 kW).

• From the 1966 model, all market 
variants were named Monte Carlo 850.

• During the 1967 model year, the two-
stroke models were phased out and 
replaced with the Monte Carlo V4  
(with the 65 hp (48 kW) Ford Taunus 
V4 engine).

• Production ended in 1968.





For those who don’t remember, One Man and 
His Dog was a popular BBC TV show in the UK, 
that ran from 1976 to 2000.  
The premise was 
simple; farmers and 
their dogs herd 
sheep around 
obstacles and into 
pens against 
the clock.
The concept of 
polyurethane 
bushes are also 
simple - they are harder-

wearing than rubber 
ones. But Polybush 
was the brainchild of a 
man named Roy Higgins - and 
most importantly, his dog. 

Roy was a British mechanic based in South Africa.  
He spent most of his time replacing worn bushes on 
Land Rovers used on safaris. He invented a tool called 
the Bushwaka that made changing bushes at the side of 
a dusty African road quick and easy.

Roy needed a partner to produce the product, so he 
visited the UK to find one. Polyurethane and rubber 
coverings manufacturer Bonaprene fitted the bill and a 
deal was struck.

He asked to take a sample of Bonaprene polyurethane 
back home but his dog got hold of it and tried to chew 

it up. Roy was astounded when he discovered the sample 
remained undamaged by the mauling, and came up with 

the idea of using it for Land Rover suspension bushes.  
That was in the summer of 1992.

The rest as they say, is history.

Bonaprene manufactured the bushes on behalf of Roy until he retired. 
Polybush was then established as an independent company based next 
to the Bonaprene factory in Wrexham, UK. It remains family-run.

One 
man 

and his 
dog
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SAAB Toppola. Photo by Száraz-Szabó Marika aka Mary from Hungary.

Toppola is a camper shell originally made for the SAAB 99 combi coupé. By removing the hatch 
and putting on the Toppola, a car could be converted to a campervan in only a few minutes and 
can easily be lifted off and the hatch door reattached. It features full standing height and could 

be fitted with a complete kitchen and even a heater for use during winter. 

The Toppola was also made for the 900, 900 (NG), 9000, and 9-3.

Toppola
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1997 SAAB 9000 Anniversary 2.3 turbo.

9000
TLC & RIP

Purchased on eBay, this SAAB became one 
of the family. Having owned it for over a 
decade, work commenced on improving both 
the body, which was in excellent condition 
and enhancing the mechanicals.

Then one fateful night, a short time after 
some body and engine work, it was  
sideswiped in an accident, creasing  
the B & C posts. 

The car was written off. 

David Dallimore





Born in 1921, Michelotti’s first work 
experience in the automotive industry was 
as an apprentice at the Stabilimenti Farina in 
Turin – the body shop run by Giovanni Farina, 
the older brother of Battista ‘Pinin’ Farina.

There, his talent was recognised, but his most 
successful period was at Vignale, where he 
worked as an independent designer.

Ferrari 166 MM and Inter are some of the 
legendary sports cars from Modena designed 
by Michelotti while at Vignale. 

In the UK, Michelotti became responsible for 
a great many successful Triumphs, including 
the Spitfire, Stag, and TR4 to name but three. 

In 1980, towards the end of his life, asked 
whether he had ever designed anything other 
than cars, Michelotti acknowledged that 
virtually all of his design work had involved 
cars, but he admitted to having designed a 
coffee-making machine shortly after the war.

The Michelotti SAAB
Giovanni Michelotti is credited with more than 1,200 car designs, including this SAAB 96, from 1965.



 

In my  
own 
words
 
Sean Philips

“I’m 21 years old and have owned two SAABs. 

Unfortunately, my HOT Aero was written off, 
so now I’m just down to the one. 

It’s a 1998 SAAB 9-3 2.0i. 

The previous owner put in the Aero seats, 
Aero wheel and alloys. 

In addition to that, it has a non-factory rear 
wing. I’ve never owned a more reliable car, 
and when the British weather is in my favour, 
it’s an absolute treat in the sun. 

My friends love it, and so do I.”





Misty 
morning
Somerset Levels, UK.     Tony Dawson



So it was in 2008, we were 
one of four lucky couples at 
Heathrow Airport going on 
a fantastic trip to Stockholm, 
with the compliments of SAAB. 

 
After a tour of the city 
and a couple of hours to 
rest we took a short walk 
to Isbaren, which is the 
Stockholm Absolut Ice 
Bar. Here Vodka cocktails 
are served in glasses made 
of ice in a room kept at a 
constant minus five degrees.

The next morning we boarded the Express 
Train to Arlanda Airport, where we flew 
to Östersund Airport to be greeted by our 
hosts from SAAB Tröllhattan and three 
members of the SAAB Performance Team.

After a short presentation, we were all told 
to pick a SAAB Turbo X which had been 
waiting for us outside on the airfield, where 
we found a driving course set up for us. 
Then we all took turns in practising to 
drive fast but safely around obstacles and 
learned how to brake on wet surfaces as well 
as avoiding the moose. 

After a dinner break, we went back to the 
same track and then individually had to drive 
the whole circuit as fast as possible (with 
no fear of the moose appearing) and avoid 
hitting the cones. 

SAAB Nordic Adventure

The Sunday morning saw us heading for the 
Åre Chocolate Factory in our SAAB 9-3 
Turbo X then on to Kretsloppshuset for 
lunch. A nice drive to the airport followed, 
where we had to say goodbye to our cars and 
the SAAB Performance Team. 

Robin Morley

The cones were then all cleared away so that 
the SAAB Performance Team could put on a 
show for us. This included all the fast turns 
and close driving with one of the cars for a 
two-wheel drive. 

When all the excitement had calmed down 
we all got back into our SAAB Turbo X and 
departed for our hotel following a provided 
predetermined route. 

The next day we all went mountain biking, 
some of us, including me, went for the more 
sedate cross-country downhill route. A quick 
bite of lunch followed by a trip to the river for 
some ‘tame’ white water rafting. 

Then to Fäviken, famous Swedish hunting 
lodge for a fantastic meal we then had the 
presentation of awards for the previous day’s 
driving. Much laughter was heard when they 
presented one of our group with the sign she 
had destroyed in the braking test. 





David Buuba Baker

1999 2l b204 .stage 3+ 280bhp fully 
poly bushed 6 point sub brace rack 
brace Bilstein b8 shocks & eibac 
spring uprated brakes 3” full stainless 
exhaust

Much love and attention has been and continues to be, spent on 
this stunning car. The specifications are as follows:  
• 2 litre B204 engine  • Stage 3+ 280bhp  
• Fully poly bushed   • Six-point sub brace rack brace  
• Uprated brakes   • 3” full stainless exhaust 
• Bilstein B8 shocks &  
   Eibac springs

A not so mellow yellow
1999 SAAB 9-3 is not your standard SAAB. 

David ‘Bubba’ Baker



SAAB with  
that ‘extra’ style

Chris Hamley



The Kinnekulle Race Circuit contains no 
straights to speak of, only numerous corners, 
is particularly challenging. 

The circuit was constructed in 1969, and in its 
heyday in the early seventies played host to 
Formula 2 races. 

In the 1990s, visitors to the Kinnekulle Ring 
included Formula 3 and the Swedish Touring 
Car Championship.

Race  
day at  
Kinnekulle





In 1965 my then neighbour 
had a SAAB two-stroke, which 
compared to my Lambretta 
two-stroke, was a dream I 
could only aspire to. 

It took until 2004, after 37 years of company 
cars, before I realised the dream and bought 
a new Aero 2.0 petrol convertible. This was 
replaced in 2007 by an Anniversary model 1.9 
diesel in Ice Blue.

When the Independence Edition was 
announced in 2011, I wanted one. After a 
frustrating time and trying three dealers this 

elusive model stayed elusive, and I gave up 
the thought of owning one and decided to 
keep the car. 

In 2012 I looked at the other convertibles on 
the market, the Audi A5, Mercedes E250, 
VW Golf, and BMW 3 Series, and concluded 
that there were no cars out there to match 
the five-year-old one I already had.  

Until that is, I saw that the last RHD 
convertibles had been shipped to England 
including six Independence Editions. 

The picture is from the day in June 2012 when 
I became the owner of No. 30/366. 

I am still just as pleased with it as that day, 
and knowing that it is only one of a handful 
in the UK and of 37 in the world, adds to the 
pleasure of owning and driving it.

One minor disappointment is that considering 
the raison-d’etre of its creation was finding 
that the filler cap has GM stamped on it.

State of 
Independence

John Burill



The SAAB  

99



Having struck up a great friendship with some French and Belgian SAAB enthusiasts here in the UK, 
we thought it would be nice to travel over to their C900 gathering the following year in France. 

SAABs Sans Frontiers
This event is only open to C900 owners/
drivers, so we decided We would go in my 
Turbo 8-valve three-door.

Originally it was just going to be myself and 
Robin in one car making the trip, but after 
posted details of the event we ended up with 
a convoy of seven cars heading out very early 
on the Saturday morning for a rendezvous at 
Dover to take the midday crossing to Dunkirk 
and then on to Lille.

On our arrival at Lille, we were met by Thierry 
and Gabriel and taken to the  headquarters 
of the Lille Fire and Rescue service, where 
Thierry is the fire captain, to park the cars 
overnight ready for the morning convoy.

Thierry had very kindly booked a 
restaurant for Saturday night so we could 
experience and enjoy an evening of superb 
food and conversation. 

An early start on Sunday morning was required 
for the drive to Paris, joining with other convoys 
from Belgium and France on the way. 

Our convoy totalled 26 cars, by the time we 
arrived on the outskirts of Paris at Le Bourget 
Airport. Once we had parked next to the SAAB 
Fighter, that had been specially placed for the 
event, there were over one hundred C900 
SAABs on display.

By mid-afternoon we all had to start our 
journey back to Calais to catch various ferries 
and Eurostar trains back to Blighty after a 
thoroughly enjoyable weekend, making lots 
of new SAAB friends along the way

    Alex Rankin



Rusty 
but 
trusty 
SAAB 
99 
Combi 
Coupe

SAAB Festival, Trollhattan, Sweden, 2007



SAAB 
9-4X
 

A mid-size luxury crossover SUV.
Production of the 9-4X began in 2011 at General Motors’ Ramos Arizpe Assembly in 
Mexico, but stopped before the end of that year due to the bankruptcy of SAAB.

According to information at the SAAB Museum in Trollhättan, Sweden, 814 9-4X 
units were produced. The 9-4X was available with a choice of two petrol V6 engines: 
a 3 litre and a 2.8 litre turbo.

Photos with thanks from www.automobilesreview.com 



This is my 1991 900T 5-door. 
We bought this 900 only to serve as a backup to our family car. 
Since then, I have fitted some SAAB accessories to enhance its 
appearance, and find myself really enjoying this classic SAAB. 

The first photo is how she looked when I first got her, and now 
after fitting the new rims.

Timeless
Simon Arena





Down and dusty  
in a SAAB 99  Chris Hamley

Jordain Nott’s 2003 SAAB 
Vector with BCB Stage 3 tune 
and supporting modifications.



Fifty shades of grey



Picture Perfect   By Arjen Peters



My trio of 
Carlssons

Under my ownership the car has undergone 
a comprehensive nut and bolt restoration to 
concourse standard. 

The aim was to make the car look factory 
fresh, as if it had just rolled off the production 
line. This was achieved by replacing as many 
parts as possible with New Old Stock, which 

This 900 Carlsson was the original SAAB press and test car. It appeared and 
was tested at the world-famous Millbrook proving ground for numerous car 
magazines including Autocar & Motor. 

Adam Singh



I had acquired over a  ten year period from 
across the world. 

In order to get the best finish on the engine 
bay I decided to use a soda blasting process 
using a company featured on the UK TV 
programme, Car S.O.S.

I was nervous about using them and kept in 
regular contact to check nothing had been 
damaged. On my second inspection visit 
the owner convinced me the car was in 
good hands because at the same time they 
were working on a rare Jaguar XK120 by 
Pininfarina, the rarest Jaguar in the  
world and featured at Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance in California 2017.  
So my SAAB was in very safe hands.

The Carlsson was on display at the NEC 
Classic Car Show held in Birmingham, UK, 
where it won the ‘Erik Carlsson Trophy for 
concours d’elegance’. This followed  ‘Best in 
Class – Classic 900’ category at SAABFEST 
UK National event.

One of my personal goals, as a tribute to 
Erik Carlsson, is to complete a concourse 
restoration of a black, red, and white 900 
Carlsson, so effectively a full set. My black 
one is 80% complete, and the red one is 
several months away. 

To my knowledge, this has never been 
undertaken anywhere before in the world,  
so this will be a first, and my ultimate goal.



TYA 602R is a SAAB 96L, finished in Orchid 
White with Lion Yellow interior. 
This car was purchased by my wife, Bridget, and myself for the 
princely sum of £2400 in December 1976, but we did not take 
delivery until February 1977.

Cream of the cropWill & Bridget Glander

This car replaced a 1973 Verona Green SAAB 96 which had only 
covered 120,000 miles, as duties were shared with a SAAB 1995 V4,  
a 1972 SAAB 96 V4 and a 1963 SAAB 96 2 stroke. 

It underwent a bare metal respray in 2012, having been stripped to its 
bare shell by myself. The original rubber bumpers were replaced with 
chrome, as was the grill. 

It is now our only SAAB, and driving it makes me feel 20 years old 
again. So far, it has forty-three years of memories, I hope we are able to 
add many more before it finally leaves our care.



SAAB 9-7X
The 9-7X was SAAB’s first truck-based SUV, and the first-ever 
SAAB available with a V8 engine. 
The SAAB 9-7X was built in Moraine, Ohio, on the same platform as the Chevy TrailBlazer, 
GMC Envoy, and Buick Rainier. However, it was given a Swedish flavour both inside and outside.



SAABs  
on the shelf
SAAb 9000 Turbo
Made by Stahlberg, a Finnish company producing promotional 
plastic models mainly of Swedish SAAB and Volvo automobiles. 
Available mostly through car-dealers in Europe and the USA. 
These models were produced from about 1965 to about 1990 
and are distinguished by ‘Made in Finland’ on the base. 

At the end of the Eighties Stahlberg was apparently taken-over 
by “Emek Muovi” another Finnish plastic model maker known 
for its trucks in 1:25 scale. 

Some Stahlberg models were also produced in the 1990s  
by a company in Estonia. These models are distinguished by  
“Made in Estonia” on their bases.

 
 





SAAB 9-3 
Turbo SE 
4 door aka 
“RCF Blue 
Devil”
 
Progression of a project:
As many enthusiasts like you probably know, 
I’m not new in the now-impressive Förfina 
camp. This is the third article about my daily 
project and aficionado SAAB 9-3 Turbo. 

She’s a part of the family and, with her ups and 
downs, ebbs and flows, she’s currently under 
mods (yes, it’s time again!). 

A real car or SAAB enthusiast know that 
these road jets need and deserve much love, 
sweat, passion, and respect. 

That’s the case of my #BlueDevil, which is 
now sporting a set of Abbott Motorsport 
brakes, brake lines, refreshed colour-
matching pads, MapTun bypass/recirculating 
valve, 3mm silicon black hoses, a new Shark 
antenna and… a new logo! 

Yes, with the help of my fellow designer and 
under request, we’ve created the comic-
inspired logo, also influenced by old JDM 
drawings. It’s already printed on various 
T-shirts and hats, and it is freakin’ awesome! 

Summer is here, so I’m ready to disappear in 
the warm, pink sunset with that Cosmic Blue 
thing once again.

The plan is… ?
Other tech-tips will come, eventually.

Lower control arms and bushings are waiting 
along with some exterior bits. 

A new MapTun 3’’ downpipe which is 
required for her current 235 bhp output and 
future evolutions. 

Many thanks to my friend David Dallimore, 
and all at Förfina.  

Riccardo C. Ferdenzi ‘Rik’



Spanning the generations



My great 
and rare 
absolutely 
perfect 
SAAB 

9-3X Estate  
XWD Aero
“ “

Harrie Liefers from the Netherlands.



The story behind my current 99 Turbo goes 
back over a period of 20 years.
At the time, I was part of the local SAAB Club, and it was on a club run 
when I saw this car for the first time. I was blown away by the car’s 
condition, and every subsequent meeting I hoped to see the car again. 
It had been rebuilt by a local SAAB specialist and retrofitted with a 
5-speed gearbox, running 17psi with water injection.

Time passed, and I purchased my first 99 Turbo, which looked the 
same but was in average condition by comparison. I then purchased  
4 more 99 Turbos in the interim, including a very rare 5-door 99 
Turbo in Marble White. I had a lot of fun 
with these cars, but the other 99 Turbo 
never left my mind.

Then one day, I received a phone call from 
the owners asking if I was interested in 
purchasing this car. I wasted no time as this 
was my dream car, and was very lucky as it 
never hit the open market.

Since then, I have re-trimmed the interior, 
retro fitted the U.S. market front and side decals, and replaced many 
parts to make it in the best possible condition with NOS in many cases.

Needless-to-say, this SAAB won’t be going anywhere anytime soon.

Two decades
   Simon Arena

Before I owned it.



It was June of 2007
A group of Great Western SAAB owners visited the SAAB factory and were given permission for a photo  
opportunity outside the entrance. A member of SAABs staff spotted the cars and proudly posed for the photo. 

On days like these, such SAAB memories are made.



Family 
portraits
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Love at 
first sight
After about 30 seconds of 
test driving the SAAB 9-3 
Carlsson, I knew it would be 
the perfect purchase.
I traded in my SAAB 9-3X 2.0T XWD  
and drove away very happy. 

Just to seal my Carlsson connection,  
I bought and framed some signed photos, 
along with an original boot badge. 

The Carlsson is luxurious, rare, fast, safe – 
a joy to drive; a privilege to own.

Richard Stamper



‘There is more to come’
That said, I have always driven SAABs, and I have only ever 
owned SAABs, but you can never have too many SAABs.  
I have another hobby - collecting bigger SAAB car models 
in 1:18 scale. My life revolves around my family, friends, 
and SAABs!

When I moved here, I needed a cheaper car to drive,  
so I bought myself a 2011 SAAB 9-3 SC Aero TTiD4.  
The car has a TX (TurboX) optional package and 6-speed 
automatic transmission, making the car a really nice drive, 
even in traffic jams.

The car has had some upgrades, including the 2012 
Griffin front, TurboX Wheels, Hirsch tail spoiler, and 
some taillights from the USA market. The car also has an 
upgraded engine performance tune, taking it from 180hk 
to 225hk and 450nm.

There is more to come.

I live in Vårgårda in Sweden, having moved here from Torslanda, Gothenburg,  
where I am working for another Swedish car manufacturer.

Tony Mandorff



Fitting  
a square 
peg in a 
round hole 
SAAB style



I bought the car five years ago as a Sunday driver, and it was put to even better use when I got 
married in it. Sometime later, a friend persuaded me to rebuild it as a rally car.
Following our first rally, the modification bug had well and truly bitten. So we change this, rebuild 
that, making the car both stronger and faster, competing in a number of high-speed rallies.

Joost Korbeld

A SAAB for all occasions
SAAb 96 V4 Deluxe 1968
• FIA identity card • Roll cage & head protection to 
the latest FIA requirements • aluminium crankcase 
protection plate • new rear towing eyes • hood release 
at the front of the car • rear screens slightly tipped 
due to the wide rally wheels • exterior as a Finnish 
SAABWorks replica of Tapio Rainio, in blue and white 
with the correct stickers.

Interior:   35 cm deep-dish sports steering wheel  
• Sabelt seats FIA approval • Sandtler 4 point belts 
with quick-release FIA approval • 2 FIA approved 
fire extinguishers • intercom Terratrip including 2 
headphones • two stopwatches • aluminium dashboard 
• oil pressure and temperature gauges in glove 
compartment • Kingcraft tachometer • Avanti reading 
lamp • helmet net.  
Rally engine: 1.7 V4 drilled to 1853 cc with new 
Mahle pistons • Eccentric connecting rods • Aluminum 
/ steel gears • Balance shaft with sintered bronze 
bearings • New barriers • 7.4 camshaft • New valves, 
42 inlet, 37 exhaust • Exhaust ports flowed • New 
32/36 double stage Weber carburettor • aluminum 
fuel pressure regulator.   Engine is Dyno tested by BCCP 
Gramsbergen 106 bhp. 

Ignition: 123 Tune with USB port.

gearbox:  overhauled box with later improved 
housing • diaphragm coupling with turned flywheel.

Exhaust:  Sweedspeed rally curves & Simons 
mufflers.

Electrical:  Period correct cable harness from front 
to back  •  extra ground points and plugs  • new relay  
• Cibie headlights H4 100w • Cibie spotlights H4 100 
w, spotlights, switched on automatically or separately • 
reversing light on the bumper, automatic or manually • 
LED interior lighting • alternator Bosch 90 amp • FIA 
ground switch • Revotec hose sensor for cooling.

Cooling:  SAAB 9-3 OG alumnus radiator with 
modified mounts and cooling hoses • 12-inch electric 
fan, on thermostat, and switch from dashboard.  

Handling:  Bilstein shock absorbers custom 
made for rally, from Sweden • new rally springs from 
Sweedspeed. Front linear, rear progressive • new ball 
joints and axle covers.

brakes:  Goodridge stainless steel braided pipes 
• reconditioned master cylinder.
Front: original new brake discs perforated for cooling 
• brake pads Yellow stuff, for Rally and Race • anchor 
plates with cooling slot.   
Rear: overhauled original brakes, new blocks etc.

Handbrake:  Hydraulic hand brake with adjustable 
pressure, on the rear wheels.

wheels:  Set of rally wheels, widened to 5.5 J, painted 
silver with Maxsport semi-slicks “soft” 185/55/15.

Fuel tank:  custom aluminium tank with VDO tube 
float and foam and bulkheads. • new fuel lines    
• 8mm firewall • fuel pump in trunk with spare wheel.



Trond Sjåstad

SAAB



The 2011 9-3 is an Aero in Nocturne Blue Metallic with a blue top 
and Parchment/Obsidian sport leather (the only MY11 convertible 
built in this spec for the US market).

The car features a full suite of upgrades from Hirsch Performance, 
with 240hp upgrade and the stainless steel dual exhaust and sits on 
the Hirsch lowering spring kit with 19” 6-Twin wheels that cover the 
345mm big brake kit.

It also has a four-piece honeycomb grill kit, eight-piece body kit 
(painted version), rear spoiler, and diffuser. On the inside, it is 
fitted with a carbon leather wrapped instrument panel, glove 
box trim, and shifter surround. It also features the Nappa leather 
wrapped interior grab handles, hand brake lever and smart slot 

The Lauzze SAABs
cover, along with the aluminium sill plate complete with the 
Hirsch logo. Unique to this car is a one-off carbon leather 
wrapped shift lever knob, which was a prototype piece from 
Hirsch Performance that was never put into production.

The 2004 9-3 is an Arc trim level car with a sport package that is 
my daily driver and a work in progress. It is also finished in Nocturne 
Blue with a blue top. The car has been converted to Aero spec, 
featuring the same two-tone Parchment/Obsidian sport interior as 
its 2011 cousin as well as the Aero body kit.

It also has a number of Hirsch upgrades, including the 230hp tune, 
single outlet exhaust, leather wrapped instruments panel, silver-
finished glove box trim, and 18” 5-Twin wheels.

Brad Lauzze.
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Since buying my latest 9-5 Aero, it’s been a 
whirlwind of activity to build my very first 
SAAB wagon the way I’d always imagined  
they should be.
The Hazelnut metallic gave me the inspiration to create something 
a bit different; embracing the beige exterior, the supple sea of tan 
leather, and the rare light walnut dash and enhancing it with 19” JR18 
alloys from Japan racing to create a kind of SAAB Café racer, a retro 
wagon for today.

A few teething problems needed sorting in the first few hundred 
miles. The car stuttered under hard acceleration, so a new genuine 
SAAB DI pack has now been fitted, and the Stage 4 tuning has also 
highlighted a need for upgraded brakes at some point soon.

The comfortable tan leather seats have been cleaned and fed, the 
carpets and headlining have all been given a freshen up, and the 
plastic, rubber and glass all cleaned and fed. It has a glass sunroof, 
and that, together with the light interior, just gives the whole car 
a luxurious, cosy, and warm atmosphere. Perfect for relaxed road 
trips and creating a genuinely impressive arrival at any grand café 
thought the land.

The value for money of such a car is truly astounding. What other car 
could you buy with this much style, individuality, and comfort for this 
sort of money? They really are exceptional cars that have stood the 
test of time. This is a very low 80,000 mileage, but double that, and 
for a SAAB, it’s still low, looked after, and cherished. They’re built so 
well they’ll reward you for many years to come.

Soon the Aero will go to the body shop to have a few areas of rust cut 
out and fixed, the genuine rear SAAB roof spoiler fitted, and a front 
shark bumper, to finish off the build beautifully.

Paul Petherick
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk

The Retro Wagon



My SAAB 

96
 Rolf Asbjørn Haugmo.

I became interested in SAAB 
when Erik Carlsson ravaged the 
rally tracks - I was 12 years old. 

My car is a 1976 SAAB 96L V4. I had owned 
this car since 1982. The first owner bought 
this car in Gjøvik in Norway, and after only 
one year he died and a SAAB enthusiast from 
Fagernes bought it. 

He had three SAAB V4s, so I bought this car 
from him for my wife. After many years I built 
a new engine and some original accessories. 
The plan is to run Challenge Races and attend 
car meets with it. 

I have two more cars in the collection:  
a 1973 SAAB Sonett III 1973 and a 2009 
SAAB 9-3 Aero TTiD.





SAAB  
99 Turbo
IntSAAB, Linköping & Vadstena  
August 2016.



I’ve owned my SAAB 9-5 for five years and 
up until last year she was my daily driver.  
At 120,000 miles, I decided I would give her 
a complete nut and bolt restoration using 
only genuine SAAB parts or OEM parts. 
During my ownership, I have gradually replaced any worn 
bits of trim like bonnet insulation and locks, driver’s seat base 
cover, kick plates, and many other small trim items. That is 
not to say any of it was tatty, by any means, I just wanted 
a fresh out-of-the-box look for a car I knew I was going to 
keep, for many years to come.

The next part of the project was to completely refurbish 
the chassis. I started to research all the parts required to 
take the car to Concours condition underneath using only 
genuine SAAB or OEM parts. I decided to start at the rear and 
accumulated all of the parts necessary to complete. I obtained 
a good secondhand rear cross member, which was sourced 
from a rust-free Italian car. This was stripped and repainted in 
epoxy gloss black and fitted with new bushes. The longitudinal 
arms were also refurbished from the same car so that major 
parts could be swapped out, minimising ramp time.

During the rear end refurbishment, the rear wheel arches 
were also treated to remove surface rust, treated, primed, 
and sealed using 3m spray seam sealer to impact areas only 
to replicate an original finish, the rest of the floor pans are as 
if they had left the factory having been intensively cleaned.

During the rebuild, new rear hubs were installed, a full 
overhaul of the brake system, including callipers and hand 
brake cables, new upper and lower suspension arms and 
bushes, new fuel tank straps, and wheel arch liners were also 
replaced with new SAAB items.

The front chassis was started six months later. The subframe 
was again an excellent, low mileage, relatively rust-free item. 
It was also stripped and powder coated, before having new 
genuine SAAB bushes installed. Again, everything, nuts, 
bolts, hubs, wheel bearings, and hub carriers, are all new. 
Original equipment shock absorbers and springs were fitted 
throughout the build.

The very last part of the project was to have the car fully 
repainted to remove some minor blemishes. The whole 
process took six months to complete at an Aston Martin 
approved body shop to ensure an absolutely perfect finish.

It has been a massive project and took a lot of planning and 
research to complete. I found it very enjoyable, especially 
sourcing the parts, as I didn’t want to miss anything out.Simply the best Lachlan Chalmers



Five go 
travelling to 
Switzerland

(with apologies to Enid Blyton)

Way back in 2010, our 
Fjord Blue 9-5 arrived 
from SAAB GB, ready 
to take us to the SAAB 

International in Switzerland.
I had sat in many new 9-5s, but this was the 
first with the steering wheel on the ‘correct’ 
side. The gearbox was very positive, and the 
gear changes were very precise. At the Euro 
Tunnel a number of people admired the new 
SAAB- remember this was 2010. 

We managed to go from Yeovil in the UK to 
the Swiss border (some 650 miles) on one 
tank of diesel! 

The next morning we were approached by 
some French locals interested in the strange 
new car. We did not realise that the new 9-5 
would not be launched for another month in 
France and the people admiring our SAAB 
were happy to see a real one on the roads. 

As we headed for the Swiss border, the sat-
nav was very accurate, and the car handled 
very well indeed. The steering was coming 

into its own, it was so positive and tracked 
the road the way it had been designed to.  
At Biaufond, well into Switzerland, and there 
waiting for us was Fred and Dimitri in their 
9-3 Convertible. 

On the Friday, we travelled across to St 
Gallen to visit Manfred and a tour of the 
Hirsch development centre. 

Arriving at the International SAAB meeting 
we were met by a few hundred SAABs and 
a variety of new 9-5s for the purpose of 
demonstrations and test drives. 

Our route out of Switzerland also included the 
Susten Pass with its spectacular views. It was 
not long before we were in Calais and heading 
for the tunnel, our time abroad in the new 
9-5 was at an end. We were ushered into our 
carriage and speedily taken to the UK.

Before we left Yeovil, just over a week 
previously, I cleared the fuel reading memory. 
When I checked it again, we had averaged  
45 mpg and driven just under 2,000 miles. 

 
Enid Mary Blyton 
(1897-1968) was an 
English children’s 
writer whose books 
have been among 
the world’s best-
sellers since the 
1930s, selling more 
than 600 million 
copies and have 
been translated into 
90 languages.

Robin Morley



The 9-3 Aero coupe is a rare treat imported 
from Sweden in August 2020. It is in need of 
quite a bit of rust repairs and some cosmetic 
work, but I have no doubt it’s ready to hit the 
roads in 2020.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The 9-5 Aero was bought in a miserable 
condition in January 2020. Through the year 
it got a new engine, a multitude of parts in 
both suspension and engine, and rust repairs.

Olsens Aeros
Richard Olsen



SNOW
BOUND



SAABs in  
Spain
 

SAAB Regional Club in Andalusia
I had the good fortune, on my birthday, to receive a visit from my SAAB 
friends.* We had a family meal, and I was presented with many valuable 
SAAB gifts, which are being fully enjoyed in my SAABs. 

Marco Fernandez,  SACA Webmaster 
https://SAABautomovilclubandalucia.wordpress.com/ 
 
* Thanks to Christophe, Filip, José Maria and their families for the unforgettable day.



Going for a spin
  Jos Schuurman-Schuiling





The weather did get better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The SAAB 99T had a very good hose-down 
and was returned to the garage with the 
dehumidifier running.

I’m not 100% sure it was all necessary -  
I have driven through a lot of rain in the days 
since the beach, but folks were worried after 
seeing this photo, so why not.

The cavities and exposed areas were treated 
a few years ago, and the car spends the winter 
in a cool humidity controlled environment. 

It has done about 10,000 miles since its last 
full re-spray. 

SAAB beside the seaside
David Williams



Family 
portraits
SAAB Sonett MkII



Carlsson  
Robert Cirstea



In 2014 I sold my BMW E28. 
It has been my project car for 
fifteen years. 
I wanted to get a 
car with turbo since 
I’ve never had one 
before. So I bought 
a 2000 SAAB 9-5 
with the plan that 
I was just going to 
maintain the car.  
But I got some ideas 
on how to make the 
car more presentable. 

So for the last six years has I been working on 
the car spending around 1000 hours just in 
planning, since I just have this as a hobby.  
I then spent another 1000 hours or more,  
to do the work.

As I have done all the work by myself, there 
has been some challenges. But now the car is 
100% as I want it.  

If you like to see all the work done,  
follow this link:  
http://forum.SAABturboclub.com/show-
thread.php/135518-Min-Norske-9-5-Estate-
Prosjekt

When a 
BMW just 
doesn’t cut it  Bent J. Røste

Before      After



At the races
 

Kinnekulle Race Circuit, Sweden in 2007.



The car was sold in 2006, as a 2007 model 
and bought by an engineer. It was fully 
specified with all options, except a sunroof.  
Electric and ventilated memory seats, auto-
dimming, folding mirrors, satnav, xenon 
headlamps, removable tow bar, and heated 
rear seats.  

The original owner traded the car about six 
months after it was bought, and I purchased 
it in early October 2007 at 10 months old, 
with 10,000 miles on the clock. 

Wanting a little more power, in 2008, the 
9-5 was given the full Hirsch upgrade. That 
meant 300hp and 400Nm torque, achieved 
by fitting a bigger air box and intercooler, 
3-inch exhaust downpipe, sport catalytic 
convertor, and a full 3-inch stainless steel 
exhaust with twin outlet, along with a 
remapped engine control unit. In addition, 
the car was fitted with the Hirsch uprated 
suspension, bigger 345mm diameter front 
brakes and Hirsch 18 inch wheels and tyres.

The car was used daily until the end of 2010, 
by that time, it had done 77,000 miles.  In the 
subsequent 10 years, it has done less than 
10,000 miles a year, mostly achieved by two 
continental holidays each year. It has been as 
far north as Stockholm, as far east as Berlin 
and Budapest and south to the Mediterranean, 
reaching Gibraltar on one occasion.

The only major repair needed has been a 
replacement for a turbo that blew up on the 
German autobahn at 165,000 miles.  Apart 
from that all repairs have been relatively 
minor and normally carried out by me, or 
during a regular service.

2013 SAAB International. In Will’s own words  
“The car is the shiniest it ever was!”  

A picture from the original sale advert which shows the 
car before the Hirsch upgrades,

This SAAB 9-5 Aero “Dame Edna”* estate came with 260 hp and 
350 Nm torque as standard, but it didn’t remain that way. 

* “Dame Edna”, refers 
to the glasses worn by 
Australian comedian, 
Barry Humphries, aka 
Dame Edna Everidge.  
The car was given this 
name by Jeremy Clarkson, 
when comparing head 
lamp surrounds  whilst 
reviewing it, on a Top 
Gear TV programme.

    Simon Gould

The Gould 
Hirsch



Stig 
at the 
wheel
Stig Blomqvist behind the wheel 
of his SAAB 99 Turbo, at the 
SAAB 60th Festival in 2007.
Stig Blomqvist is a Swedish rally driver, winning 
the World Rally Championship drivers’ title in 
1984 and finished runner-up in 1985. 

Outside the WRC, he won the British Rally 
Championship in 1983 and the Swedish Rally 
Championship, several times. 

At the Race of Champions, Blomqvist took the 
title “Champion of Champions” in 1989 and 1990.



Study in red
 
 Robert Cirstea



SAAB 
heaven

SAAB Museum, 
Trollhattan, Sweden.

”The SAAB Car Museum is more than nostalgia. It is design history, 
and it is cultural and industrial history, and an illustrious racing 
history. It is engineeringship and back to front ideas.  
It is the story of Sweden and of SAAB.”  Claes Johansson, Klassiker magazine.





The fully electric SAAB
This remote controlled SAAB has three 
adjustable frequency settings enabling you  
to run three models at the same time. 

Inside the box, you will find the remote 
controller and an extendable metal antenna 
that screws into the top of the remote 
controller and an instruction manual.

This model was not only fast, but it was also 
powerful enough to climb over the edge of 
a thick-pile rug from the wooden floor and 
continue its progress across the carpet.

Info from: www.SAABplanet.com

This remote controlled (RC) 
SAAB 9-3 Aero 2.8T V6 
SportCombi is a 1:20 scale 
model in Fusion Blue metallic, 
the SAAB 9-3 launch colour.



The full model 
description of this 
particular car is: SAAB 
9-3 Aero Carlsson. 
It has the 280hp V6 engine and is all-wheel-
drive.  It’s a UK only model and was built as a 
limited edition of 96, only available in Arctic 
White, Carbon Grey, or Jet Black. 

It was only available as an automatic, and 
had every option on the 9-3 list as standard, 
apart from the sunroof. 

It comes with electric memory seats, 
premium leather upholstery, satnav, 

directional headlamps, and 19 inch wheels 
and tyres, among others. My car is listed as 
“No. 5 of 44 in Jet Black and No. 17 in all”.

It is my daily driver, having been bought in early 
2014, as a three-year-old car with 36,000 miles 
on the clock. It was first registered in 2011,  
and I am the second owner.  

The Carlsson has done a further 40,000 
miles since, including one overseas trip to the 
SAAB Museum Festival in June 2019, where 
it gained a lot of attention - the local SAAB 
owners had heard of but never seen.  

One other claim to fame for this car is that it 
was included in the convoy of cars leaving the 
church in Eaton Bray, after Erik Carlsson’s 
memorial service.A SAAB 

by any 
other 
name

The Carlsson is shown on display at RAF 
Museum at Weeze Airport, Germany, in 
the former cinema of the RAF Laarbruch 
Air Base. It lies on the Dutch border and 
has items from all the post-war RAF sites 
in Germany.

On a personal note, my father was the first 
station Chaplain at Laarbruch when the 
station opened in the 1950’s.  
I went to primary school there. 

Christine Bennett.



Created  
with purpose
 Joost Korbeld



Mean Streets
  Samu Chiiffi Molander



Clever ideas
Sweden’s given the world more than meatballs. 
Their inventors are responsible for some of the 
most important objects of all time, as well as 
some others that simply make life easier.

Safety match
The Chinese, English, and French all came up 
with early forms of matches, but it took two 
Swedes to make them safer. 

Gustaf Erik Pasch had the idea of putting 
some of the combustible material on the 
striking patch in 1844, and Johan Edvard 
Lundstrom improved the design and opened 
a match factory. 

Sweden remains one of the world’s leading 
match manufacturers. Swedish Match, 
supplies 10% of the world’s matches.

Celsius scale
The USA still measures 
its temperature in 
Fahrenheit but much 
of the rest of the 
world has switched to 
Celsius, a scale named 
after the 18th-century 
astronomer and 
mathematician  
Anders Celsius. 

In 1742 he came up 
with the idea of a 
temperature scale based 
on the boiling point and 
freezing point of water. 

However, in his original 
plan, water froze at 100 
degrees and boiled at 
zero, though this was 
reversed in 1747.

Ball bearing
Sven Wingqvist, a factory engineer, designed 
the world’s first self-aligning ball bearing in 
1907. He set up a company to manufacture 
his invention, and in his first year made 
around 2,000 ball bearings - at a loss. 

Today the company he founded, SKF, is the 
world leader in rolling bearing production, 
with 100 production sites. The headquarters 
remain in Gothenburg.

Milk carton
In 1943 Dr Ruben Rausing started 
to develop a new way of packaging 
milk. Previously, shoppers had to 
buy milk in glass bottles. 

Tetra Classic, the tetrahedron-
shaped carton package from 
Tetra Pak, made a difference for 
consumers. In 1959 development 
started on the rectangular Tetra 
Brik package. 

Tetra Pak produces over 110 billion 
packages a year for many different 
products, not only milk.

Adjustable spanner
Thank you, Johan Petter Johansson, for one of 
the most useful tools of all time; the adjustable 
spanner, first patented in 1891. JP, as he 
was known, was an extremely inventive 
man who held 118 patents. 

His other inventions include 
the pipe wrench, which 
he patented in 
1888.

Pacemaker
The first artificial pacemaker designed to be implanted into a human was invented 
by Rune Elmqvist in collaboration with Ake Senning of the Karolinska Hospital in 
1958. The recipient Arne Larsson was also a Swede. 

That first pacemaker didn’t last long, but Larsson had others fitted and eventually 
died of non-cardiac causes - at the age of 86.

Three-point seat belt
Nils Ivar Bohlin, an aircraft engineer, developed 
the three-point seat belt in 1959. Such a simple 
idea that has saved countless lives.

Propeller
In 1838 the U.S. Patent Office gave John 
Ericsson, a Swede who worked extensively 
in the States, a patent for his screw propeller 
which would revolutionise seafaring. 

He also designed one of the world’s first 
ironclad warships, the Monitor.

Dynamite
Alfred Nobel invented dynamite in 1866 
and became a rich man. When he died in 
1898, he left a one-page will establishing the 
Nobel Prizes that are awarded in Stockholm 
each December, and the Peace Prize that is 
presented in Oslo.

Zipper
The earliest zippers were American in origin, 
but it took a Swede, Gideon Sunback, to 
make them practical and commercial. 

His “Separable Fastener”, to use its early 
name, was patented in 1917.

Computer mouse
Electrical engineer Hakan Lans devised a computer tool called the Houston 
Instruments Hipad which is acknowledged as a fore-runner of the computer mouse. 

He also patented some of the fundamental functions for colour graphics that are 
today used in personal computers, and invented navigation systems that have 
become the world standards for ships (AIS) and aircraft (VDL Mode 4).



        Captured 
   in time
Hirsch display, photographed at  
ANA Trollhättan, in 2009. 

UrSAAB  
bonnet badge.



Geoff Roach

I have a 2006 SAAB 9-3 convertible. I had wanted a SAAB since primary school 
and was delighted to make that dream come true.

That SAAB dream came true
I bought the car in late 2014, and have used it only lightly (3,000 miles  
per annum) yet continuously since throughout the cooler weather -  
no winter lay-ups. 

The photos were taken on the SW300, on a tour of Devon in England.  
And another around Brecon in Wales, back in September. The sun shone,  
       and the roof was down.

 



The image of the wooden shingles was  
from a windmill in Västergötland, Sweden.

The Scandinavian 
design approach

It could be the climate. Or the light. Whatever the reason, 
we do things a little differently in Scandinavia. It shows in our 
design language. It’s uncomplicated, consistent and every 
element is there for a reason. Form follows function, giving you 
inspiring design with a purpose. Just get behind the wheel of a 
SAAB and discover how it’s designed to perform. 
 
Taken from ‘SAAB brand & range’ sales brochure 2010 

 



Night Moves
    Robert Cirstea



Having purchased the car, which had been 
carefully stored for ten years, I have set about 
restoring it for day-to-day use.

The engine was removed, timing chain 
replaced, head off, valves refurbished, turbo 
repaired, brakes callipers, discs, and pads 
renewed. The air conditioning was also 
brought back to working order. All this was 
done at my local SAAB specialist.

My 9000SE  
2.0 Turbo
Tony Welch

This 1987, flat front, pre 
DI/APC system SAAB has 
covered over 177,000 miles 
From what I can find out, it is 
the only one left in the UK.

The wheels were re-polished and shod 
with new Michelins.

Shortly after this was completed, we 
joined others at INTSAAB 2019 in 
Holland, and of course, the trip would 
not have been complete without a blast 
on the Autobahn in Germany.

The bodywork was welded & repainted 
where necessary, and the windscreen was 
replaced. The suspension springs, shock 
absorbers, and bushes have been renewed 
and fitted along with other repairs.

The car is used for carrying patients with 
life-threatening conditions to and from 
hospitals in the Manchester area for a 
local Charity: Being.

There, where its rear space is ideal for 
carrying wheelchairs and walking frames.

The patients love the comfort of the 
SAAB heated leather seats and often 
loathe to leave them when they arrive 
home after treatment!



If you go down...  
Száraz-Szabó Marika

...to the woods today.



Before work commenced.

My SAAB Creation
  
 

Caroline Steinick



Going green
Edward Lorenz



I have known this Imola Red 1999 SAAB 9-5 Wagon 
since it first rolled off the truck at a SAAB dealership 
as a brand new car.
The owner of the dealership took this car as his personal demo. At this time, 
my Grandfather was looking to replace his Buick Wagon. As I was working as a 
detailer at the SAAB dealership, I knew I could get him a good deal on a 
new wagon. He was uneasy at the thought of a 4-cylinder replacing 
his Buick 6, but after test driving the red SAAB 9-5, he was sold.

My grandfather used the car sparingly during the time he 
owned it. Mostly driven for short rides around town, he 
only added 11K miles in the 15 years he had the car. He 
was fanatical about servicing the car and would take it 
back to the dealership for anything that it needed. 
My grandfather really loved this car, and I really 
enjoyed helping him take care of it. Sadly my

Grandfather passed away - he was 98 years old and 
had lived an amazing life.

The car was passed down to me, and I never thought 
to do anything with it, other than to keep it just the 
way it is. That all changed.

I brought the car to Andy Lee, who was the Shop 
Foreman at the SAAB dealership for many years. 
Andy has a lift in his home garage and performed 
an oil change, tune-up, and full vehicle inspection. 
Although the car was never garaged, it’s in very 
nice shape for its age. I decided to freshen the car up 
as a tribute to my Grandfather. He was always tinkering 
with things, and I believe he would be very pleased with 
what I have planned.

Keeping it  
in the family
   Alex Jarvie



Family 
portraits



For us at SAAB, the Arctic Circle is roughly  
a day’s drive away.  
Up there, nature and its elements are active participants in daily life, 
shaping our approach to car design. The result is sporty, versatile cars 
powered with respect for the environment. Offering class-leading 
real-life safety, whatever the session and road conditions.
 
From SAAB Brand & Range brochure, 2010. 
 
 
Photo by Robert Cirtsea

Inspiration is everywhere



The latest SAABs to join the family is a 
1977 SAAB 99 EMS with only 58,000 
miles from new. My brother and I put 
some money together to buy it

It is incredibly clean, and the mechanicals 
are super tight. It had one lady owner 
until 2000. Since then, it has been stored 
and very occasionally driven.  

We bought it from the same gentleman I 
purchased my 1980 SAAB 99T in Acacia 
Green and also a 1980 SAAB 96 Jubilee. 
Needless-to-say he is a very cool man.

They say one SAAB is never enough.  
My brother and I have at least a dozen SAABs 
right now, and I think eight of them are mine. 

Never  
enough  
SAABs

     Mark Barrell



SAAB O 99
 
Car and SAABO caravan at IntSAAB, Bergen, Norway.



Hand built 
SAABs



The SAAB 9-3, already 
featured in previous 
Förfina digital issues and 
the 2019 Yearbook, has 
undergone some engine- 
surgery in recent times, 
but the results are worth 
the wait. With the help 
of an expert mechanic / 
mate of mine, the Devil 
is now ready for the 
next, natural evolution.

We changed valve covers, 
gaskets, grommets, bolts, 
lights, led’s, clamps and 
everything in between. 
I’ve also managed 
to replace the front 
windscreen after 20+ 
years of environmental 
abuse, whilst the external 
body is still sporting its 
original first clear coat!

A special treat is the all-new RBM chrome/ 
aluminium black Turbo front-grille, with 
aluminium mesh and the color-matching blue 
rocker cover, with additional plastic Turbo 
cover, which now looks fresh and really pops 
in the sunlight.

Inspired by the great and left-field automotive 
stories from the funny and awesome channel; 
Mighty Car Mods Australia, my work on my 
personal favourite, the 9-3 Turbo, continues 
with both traditional and modern upgrades, 

Blue Devil in Detail
 Riccardo C. Ferdenzi 

Since I’m always stunned by the quality work of SAAB enthusiasts around the 
world, I have now decided (for the 4th time) to share some words and new 
pictures from the ever-evolving, daily project car known as the RCF Blue Devil.

while trying to maintain the vehicle in top 
form and still have fun with it. 

What does the future hold?
Doc Brown once said: “Future hasn’t been 
written yet... Future is whatever you make it, so 
make it a good one!”. Well, it’s all in the details, 
no? I will keep working on the cosmic SAAB, 
and at the very least, I will try to complete 
the huge project I have had in my mind since 
its first inception in 2017 - for further details, 
read the older instalment of the #Bluedevil.

I hope you enjoyed the new article, the 
photos and the passion.

Whatever the future will hold during these 
troubled, pandemic times, I’m always ready 
to help our community by being sentimentally 
linked to the SAAB brand.

Until next time - it’s turbo time!



The 
SAAB 

that 
never 
was.



Based on the same gear, available in the 
same trim levels, and offering roughly 
the same performance as the 9-5 
sedan, the SportCombi adds to the 
four-door’s capability, and pulls it off 
with style.

It’s not yet 100 percent clear which 
engine variants we’ll get here in the 
U.S., but the Sedan’s choice of four- 
and six-cylinder turbos rated at 220 or 300 
horsepower respectively is a good guideline. 
We also expect base, premium, XWD, and 
Aero trims to cross over to the SportCombi.

2012 SAAB 9-5 SportCombi Preview: 

  

Geneva Motor Show
February 24th 2011 • Nelson Leson reports for www.motorauthority.com

Wagon fans, rejoice: all is not lost, at least not at SAAB. Even as 
other carmakers kill off or write off their wagon models for the  
 U.S., the 9-5 SportCombi is making new waves. It will be  
    on display at the Geneva Motor Show next week.

As for pricing, that’s still unknown as 
well, though a small premium over the 
9-5 Sedan’s $38,525 base price would be 
reasonable. It should arrive later this year 
as a 2012 model.



Family 
portraits
SAAB 9000 Carlsson



I own a 2007 SAAB 93 2.0T six speed manual 60th Anniversary 
Edition. I have spent the last five years replacing most of the 
components on the car so that I could begin staging it.

This project will continue to evolve as time goes on. I am currently 
modifying the hood to install a custom fabricated set of louvres.  
Being in Florida the heat soak on the engine comes on quick.

‘Annorlunda’ is Swedish for ‘Different’.

AnnorlundaBeau Brady.

Modifications 
(so far)

• BSR Intake

• Genuine SAAB 
3 inch down pipe 
with race cat

• Thrush Rattler side 
exit exhaust system

• Brew City Boost 
Stage 3 tune with 
NKG plugs

• Forged Bypass valve 
with 18-22psi  
boost spring

• Fidanza Lite 
weight flywheel

• Do88 big pack 
intercooler with 
piping

• Do88 performance 
radiator with piping

• Koni active shocks
and struts

• H&R lowering springs

• Slotted rotors 
with red pads

• Krona strut brace

• Wheels are 18x8 
Axe brand series 
1AV/zx10

• Hankook Ventus 
S1 Tires

• Custom wrap 
3M 2080p 

Next on the list is 
640cc injectors and 
Walboro fuel pump.

 



From the 2008 SAAB 9-3 
Convertible brochure.

Release the power of nature
SAAB BioPower is the first flex-fuel solution to produce more power when running on 
bioethanol. Giving you inspiring performance - with a clear conscience. Our advanced 
Turbo engine technologies take advantage of the higher octane rating of E85, making 
the engine more efficient. The result? Fuel your SAAB 9-3 BioPower Convertible with 
E85 and you’ll get 25 extra horsepower and an inspiring rise in torque. Count on faster 
response for quicker overtaking and sportier performance, which encourages you to 
always fuel with E85. To add to the pleasure, SAAB BioPower engines emit just 35-50g/
km of fossil CO2 when running on E85 bioethanol fuel.



It’s not perfect, having covered 140,000 miles 
from its five previous owners, that’s almost 
six times around the earth, it has stories to 
tell; stone chips and a few dents, but totally 
honest and with virtually no rust. I couldn’t 
ask for more, it deserved to be saved, 
pampered, and then enjoyed.

A local detailer has given it a good scrub 
down, clay bar, and treated with Soft99 
Fusso; a Japanese paint sealant that will 
protect it for up to 12 months. The roof has 
also been given a good clean with G101 APC 
together with a Fabsil Gold waterproofing.

Having driven it for a few hundred miles 
now, there are a few niggles to deal with, the 
airbag light needs resetting after removing 
the interior, the outside temp sensor needs 
replacing, and there’s a slight knocking from 
the driver’s side front suspension set up.

Other than that, the short shift gear knob is 
taking a while to settle in and has a tendency 
to pop out of 2nd when downshifting. If this 
can’t be adjusted satisfactorily, I’ll change it 
back to the standard shifter instead, which 
will be a shame but essential.

SAAB Viggen
Paul Petherick
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk

I purchased the SAAB 9-3 Viggen convertible and after a number of updates throughout 
the journey, it finally had its full exterior detail.



Family 
portraits
SAAB 96 2 stroke



Stand  
out SAABs
The Great Western SAABs stand at the Bristol Classic Car Show 
in 2008. The previous year was a ‘Road & Race’ theme.



Spotted 
at SAABs 60th Anniversary Festival in 2007



Finding my own road
“900 Nostalgia”       Ryan Walters

Though she was a base model non-turbo, 
the owner had installed a custom exhaust 
manifold, Koni springs, a SAAB accessory 
sunroof, rear and front anti-roll bars, 900 
turbo front seats - to name a few. I even 
persuaded him to part ways with louvres 
found in the attic of his warehouse.

My friend and I travelled through an empty 
Portland airport just as COVID was on the 
cusp of taking over. We stopped by the Garry

Small SAAB dealership on the way to pick 
up the vehicle. We drove past the Chitwood 
Bridge, on the Waldport Highway, that was 
built by the previous owners’ wife’s relatives.

Driving down the 101, we saw another red 
C900 from Virginia with the custom license 
plate “SAAAB”. What are the chances?

We would then pass through the Redwood 
National Forest, and stop by the Sundial Bridge 
in Redding the following day. We passed through 
sunshine, rain, and snow in a matter of hours. 
Helga handled the conditions excellently. 

2020 has been unpredictable, in perhaps 
not the most pleasant of ways. However, 
the reintroduction of SAABs into my life has 
provided just enough smiles and pure joy to 
forget the noise and find my own road.

The beloved mantra of SAAB 
enthusiasts, ‘Find Your Own 
Road’, knits its way into my 
heart back in March of 2020.
Though disconnected from the SAAB cult 
for over a decade, like the prodigal son, 
I came running home. Once a skeptic 
regarding Craigslist scams, my belief was 
restored the moment I discovered a seven 
hundred dollar, running, and driving, four 
hundred and sixty thousand mile wonder 
named Helga.

Purchasing this survivor was my first Fly Out 
Drive Back experience (SoCal to OR).

Owned and meticulously maintained 
by a long-time SAAB mechanic who 

even SAAB USA has referred 
to in past years. The past 

owner described to me how 
his father owned a SAAB 
dealership in Oregon in 
1966 which was passed 
down to him until he 
retired ten years ago.


