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Welcome to the third edition  
of the Förfina Yearbook. 

From the level of interest, it is clear 

the enthusiasm and passion for this 

marque have not diminished, indeed 

it has increased.

So once again, thanks to all who have 

viewed the online pages and decided 

to submitted stories and photos of 

your SAAB exploits.

And especially to you, the owner  

of this limited edition Yearbook,  

for continuing to believe.

Stay safe  

 

David Dallimore  

Great Western SAABS 

 



February 2006 • World Premiere 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The SAAB Aero X concept 
harnesses the power of SAAB’s 
aviation and Scandinavian roots 
to make a unique statement in 
performance car design. 

Conceived as a study to 
explore future design 
directions, it’s innovative 
features preview the 
development of an enhanced 
design language that will 
inspire future SAAB products.

SAAB  
Aero X 
Concept



As you would expect from SAAB, this 
dynamic two-seater sports coupé breaks 
with automotive design convention both 
outside and inside.

First, there are no doors or windshield 
pillars. That’s because the SAAB Aero X 
adopts a cockpit canopy, just as you would 
see on a jet aircraft. It offers the Aero X pilot 
full 180 degree vision, and also facilitates 
entry and exit from its low-slung cabin.

The 400 bhp, all-wheel-drive, twin-turbo, 
BioPower V6 engine is fuelled entirely by 
bioethanol, a sustainable energy source that 
is kinder to the environment by cutting fossil 
CO2 emissions. The ‘green power’ of this 
advanced engine gives new meaning to the 
phrase ‘performance with responsibility’.

Inside, the SAAB Aero X’s cockpit also adds  
a new dimension to clean Scandinavian 
interior design by completely eliminating 

conventional dials and buttons. Instead, SAAB 
has applied techniques derived from Swedish 
glass and precision instrument making, 
displaying data on glass-like acrylic ‘clear 
zones’ in graphic 3-D images.

Exterior and interior lighting is by LED (light-
emitting diode), which has given the design 
team new freedoms to exploit the compact 
packaging benefits of a technology that will be 
featured increasingly in future SAAB products.

With weight-saving carbon-fibre bodywork, 
a lightweight powertrain, electronically 
controlled suspension and all-wheel drive,  
the SAAB Aero X is an exciting driver’s car 
that promises a level of performance to 
match its looks.

Computer simulations anticipate zero to 
100 kph in just 4.9 seconds, and a top speed 
of 250 kph (limited).





SAAB SONETT 
“SUPER SPORT”
The name sounds like a song. But in fact,  
   the SAAB Sonett two-seater was originally  
    named after the Swedish expression  
    “så nätt,” meaning “so neat.”
        The SAAB Sonett “Super Sport” was first unveiled at the 1956   
      Stockholm Auto show. It made its North American debut later that   
     year in New York, where it captured the public attention SAAB 
needed to kick off its automotive business in the United States.

Using contemporary SAAB aircraft practices, the Sonett chassis was 
formed by a riveted aluminium box, carrying a fibreglass roadster body.
Utilising the high-performance (58 hp) version of the three-cylinder 
750cc two-stroke engine found in the SAAB model 93, chief engineer 
Rolf Mellde “reversed” the drivetrain for optimum weight distribution – 
putting the engine behind the transmission while maintaining front wheel 
drive. The engine rotates in the opposite direction from the production 
SAABs of the era to accommodate this reverse transmission layout.

Originally designed to compete in a racing series that eventually never 
materialised, SAAB built only six first-generation Sonett “Super Sport” 
roadsters – which all exist today. SAAB rally legend Erik Carlsson 
participated in the 1989 Mille Miglia road race through Italy with the 
white Sonett, which resides in SAAB’s factory automotive museum  
in Trollhättan, Sweden.

The Sonett with chassis No. 2, finished in a period orange, was originally 
part of the private collection of the Swedish SAAB distributor, Philipsson. 



Pat Moss-Carlsson 
with her brother, 
Stirling Moss.

Born in 1934, Pat Moss was one of the most 
famous female drivers in motorsport and 
one of the best rally-women in history. 

The younger sister of Formula 1 legend 
Stirling Moss, she married in 1963 fellow rally 
driver Erik Carlsson who at the time was the 
World’s finest rally driver, having been two 
times winner of the Rallye de Monte-Carlo, 
three times of the RAC Rally. 

Pat Moss-Carlsson also had her successes, 
winning the European Ladies’ Rally 
Championship five times (1958, 1960, 1962, 
1964 and 1965), the Coupe des Dames on 
the Rallye de Monte-Carlo eight times. 

She scored the Mini Cooper’s first big rally 
victory in the 1962 Tulpenrallye, competing 
as works driver for all major teams, including 
MG, Austin, SAAB, Ford, Lancia, Alpine-
Renault, until her retirement in the 1970s. 

Pat Moss, like her brother was initially 
interested in horses and show jumping, 
becoming one of the members of the British 
Show Jumping team. Following her rallying 
debut in 1954 in local car events, driving a 
Triumph TR2, she realised rallying was for her. 

In 1958 she won his first European Ladies’ 
Rally Championship title, scoring two outright 
fourth places in the RAC Rally and in the 
Marathon de la Route, also known as Liège - 
Rome - Liège Rallye, in a Morris Minor, tuned 
by her brother mechanic, Alf Francis. 

Two years later she achieved her first 
international win (the first woman in rally 
history) in the Liège-Rome-Liège Rallye, 
in a Austin-Healey 3000. Her successes 
continued, driving the same car in 1961 with 
two second places in the Alpine rally and in 
the RAC rally, during which she stopped to 
lend a tyre........ to the Swedish ace Carlsson, 
who went on to win the rally. 

The following year she 
purchased a SAAB 96 and 
finished third in the East 
African Safari, on her first 
attempt at that tough event. 
Later she drove the 6-cylinder 
Austin-Healey 3000 to third 
place in the RAC Rally, and 

Pat and Erik. The only 
successful rallying spouses?

In 1958, she drove an Austin-
Healey 100/6 to fourth overall at 
Liège-Sofia-Liège, the first time 
any woman had ever finished in 
the top 10.

The other Carlsson
Everyone knows about Erik and his exploits in 
rallying, but very little is written about his wife, 
Pat Moss-Carlsson, a very accomplished  
rally driver in her own right.

Pat Moss-Carlsson/Elizabeth Nyström, 
1966 East African Safari Rally, Group 
One SAAb 96 Sport. They did not finish, 
after hitting a wall, constructed across 
the road by locals.



Having appeared in the World Sportscar 
Championship, she finished with a fourth in 
class, nineteenth place overall, in the Targa 
Florio. In 1969 she took a sixth place in the 
Rallye de Monte-Carlo in a Lancia Fulvia HF.

After her daughter was born, Pat won her 
eighth Coupe des Dames in the Rallye de 
Monte-Carlo, finishing tenth overall in a 

works Alpine Renault A110. At the Monte-
Carlo, Pat drove the Alpine Renault, but 
gearbox trouble forced her to withdraw.  
This was to be her last rallying start.

Pat Moss-Carlsson passed away in October 
2008 at the age of 73, after a long illness.

finally she obtained with Wisdom-Riley an 
astonishing win in the Tulpenrallye in the 
Netherlands, at the wheel of the newly-
introduced Mini Cooper, and later the 
German Rally.  
Also driving an Austin-
Healey she finished 
second in the Polish 
Rally, and third in the 
Coupe des Alpes.

She joined team Ford 
and finished sixth in 
the Acropolis Rally in 
a Ford Cortina GT. 
Towards the end of 
the season, Ford tried 
to sign Carlsson for 1964, but he decided to 
stay at SAAB and his wife left Ford and joined 
him there. In four years with the Swedish 
make, Pat Moss-Carlsson rarely failed to 
finish rallies, driving the two-stroke SAAB 
96 850GT.  

In 1964 she finished 
fifth in the Rallye 
de Monte-Carlo, 
second in the 
Rallye dei Fiori at 
Sanremo and third 
in the Acropolis. 
 

With her co-driver 
Lyz Nyström, the 
pair finished fourth 
in the Liège - Sofia 
- Liège Rallye and in 
the RAC Rally. 

In 1965 the SAAB 
of Pat and Lyz came 
third in the tough 
Rallye de Monte-
Carlo, behind the 
Mini Cooper S of 
Timo Mäkinen, and 
the factory special 
Porsche 904 of 
Eugen Böhringer, 
both cars being more powerful than her SAAB. 
When the new SAAB 96 V4 was presented, Pat 
finished ninth with Lyz Nyström in the RAC Rally 
in 1966 and third in the Czech Rally in 1967.

By the end of 1967 her 
husband Erik decided 
to quit racing, and after 
his retirement from 
racing, he continued to 
work with SAAB.  
Pat moved to Lancia 
Corse, driving a 
1.3-litre Lancia Fulvia 
HF in 1968. On the 
Rallye de Monte-Carlo, 
she finished fourteenth, 

and in the subsequent Rallye Sanremo she 
finished second overall, behind the Porsche 911T 
of Pauli Toivonen-
Martti Tiukkanen. 
In 1968 the duo 
Moss-Carlsson and 
Nyström had an 
outright win on the 
Rallye del Sestriere. 
Later in the season, 
Pat finished eighth in 
the Acropolis Rally 
and seventh in the 
Tour de Corse.

Pat with Ann Wisdom, 
formed one of the most 
formidable teams in 
international rallying 
during the late ’50s and 
early ’60s.

Erik and Pat, co-authored the classic book “The Art 
and Technique of Driving”, published in 1965. 



SAAB 99
 

£1,815 (£22,490 in 2021)  
for 4 door version

INTERIOR DIMENSIONS 
Shoulder room
front 53”
back 523/4”
Hip room
front 521/2 ”
back 521/4 ”
Leg room with front seat 
right forward: 
front 341/2”
back 31” 
right back: 
front  40”
back 26”
 

UK publication ‘Motoring Which?’ • January 1973

Weight ratio 60/40 •  Roof rack load 220lb • Towing capacity 211/2 cwt  

4’ 8”

 14’ 4”

 43/4
 ”

Width   5’ 61/2”

The SAAB has changed a 
lot since our April 1971 test. 
There is now an 1,850 cc 
2-door, a 1,985 cc 4-door 
saloon; and a  1,985 cc fuel 
injected version with automatic 
transmission. Ours was an 
1.850 cc 4-door (you can no 
longer get four doors with this 
engine size).
It was, in performance, not a sporting driver’s 
car - about as quick as the Peugeot 504, but 
with a lower top speed ~ 95 mph. The gears 
were well-spaced, but you could not go very 
fast in each one. And the engine was noisy 
when revving. But, in normal driving - and, 
more so, when cruising at 70 mph, the car 
was commendably quiet. Opening a window 
made it a bit noisier.

The steering was quick and fairly precise, 
but heavy, and drivers would have liked 
more feel of the road. On dry roads, the car 
cornered well. But on wet roads, you had to 
be careful not to let the front wheels slide 
when cornering. And over very bumpy roads, 
it could pitch, making the back wheels hop.

In a straight line, the car was very stable - 
side winds did not blow it about. The ride 
was very good. Only on large bumps did it 
tend to bounce rather a lot, but not so as to 
make passengers uncomfortable.

The brakes worked fairly well. They were 
slightly affected by a soaking in our track test 
of brakes, and they lost a little power after 
repeated use. The hand brake could hold the 
car easily on a hill, and proved a very effective 
emergency brake.

The main controls were good ~ except for 
the pedals. The brake and clutch were high 
off the floor, and offset to the left, and the 
brake was too high above the accelerator 
for quick use in an emergency. The clutch 
needed a shove of 40 pounds, over nearly six 
inches, to disengage it, and it was so close 
to the centre tunnel that you couldn’t put 
your foot down beside it - you had to tuck it 
underneath. On long journeys, a few drivers 
found the clutch pedal gave them aching 
ankles; and quite a lot found it very tiring in 
heavy traffic.

Parking was difficult. Apart from the very 
heavy steering, you could not see the back 
of the car, and its big, energy-absorbing 
bumpers (designed to be undamaged in a 
minor impact) stuck out quite a lot.

The headlights were powerful, and worked 
very well. They had their own wipers and 
washers (an optional extra, E24), which 
operated whenever the main washers were 
used, working well but wearing their blades 
out very quickly. The reversing lights were 
bright, and the interior lights also good.

Even the ignition lock, found on the floor 
between the front seats, was illuminated 
when you got in.

The wipers left equal areas unwiped on 
each side of the very curved windscreen. 
Some tall drivers found their view restricted 
by this pattern.

The car had a mirror outside each door, as 
well as the interior mirror. This latter worked 
very well, and was easy to dip at night. But 

the door-mounted ones, though they gave 
a very good view, were forever getting 
knocked out of position.

The sun visors covered the windscreen well.

getting in and out was particularly easy, 
as the door stays positively helped to swing 
the doors open and hold them there. The 
front seats were set high off the floor, though 
the driver’s had an adjustment for altering its 
height. You could alter the back-rest angle 
(it made a comfortable bed when wound 
down). The seat itself was very soft, and 
most drivers found it very comfortable. lt 
had heating wires inside that warmed you 
up on a cold morning (driver’s side  only). 
But the cushion and backrest were rather 
too flat, so you had to keep the safety belt 

pulled tightly round you for fast cornering. 
There was plenty of elbow room, and well-
placed armrests.

Three people could sit in the back without 
being squashed up too much. But for two 
people, the lack of a centre-armrest and of 
shaping to the seat meant that they tended to 
fall about on corners (you could lean into the 
curved edge of the backrest).

The heating and ventilation was complex,  
but effective. This heater was the only one of 
the six to cater well for people in the back, 
as well as the front. The elaborate system 
of warm air ducts for demisting the side and 
back windows worked quite well, but was 
not so effective as the electrically heated 
back windows of all the other cars. There 
were four good fresh air vents at the front.

For oddments, there were large pockets 
in each door, a small tray on top of the 
dashboard, an even smaller tray on the 
centre console, and a small glove box for the 
passenger to use.

The boot was big enough for most things, 
but the spare wheel tended to get in the 
way sometimes (mounted near the boot 
opening - it was at least easy to get out 
when you needed it). Most useful, though, 
was the way in which the back seat could 
fold down - as in an estate car - to form a 
large load-carrying area.

Instead of a steering column lock, the SAAB 
had a gear lever Iock,which defeated our 
’thief’. The doors and boot kept him out, too.

In general, the SAAB was well designed 
with regard to secondary safety. Good 
points were very good padding, especially in 
head area; laminated windscreen; excellent 
bumpers; no projections on instrument 
panel; good energy-absorbing steering 
system; provision for head restraints. Points 
which could be improved were poor pedal 
layout and hard bars on back of front seats. 
One very poor point was that childproof 
locks were not fitted to the back doors.

Modifications since test: higher gearing; childproof locks: steering effort 
decreased at full lock; front suspension changed; new grille; better carpets.



Daily maintenance checks were easy. Some 
parts of the service would be easy to do 
yourself, but some needed checks, such as 
wheel alignment, which would have to be left 
to a garage. Quite a few tools were provided, 
though you would have to have a set of your 
own metric tools and feeler gauges.

Jacking needed a lot of effort, and you 
tended to graze your knuckles on the ground. 

Cleaning was easy. The paintwork was 
resilient enough to withstand most stone 
damage, and strong enough to resist 
scratching. The undercoat had,  everywhere, 
stopped rust spreading, and the bright work 
was very good.

Underneath, where the car was completely 
covered with underbody sealing and fitted 
with mud flaps, there was no evidence of 
any damage. 
 

RELIAbILITy

Our car had 17 delivery defects.  
Worst were:

• exhaust mounting rubber missing
• front suspension misaligned
• air in clutch hydraulic system
• both headlights incorrectly aimed
• hose clips very loose. 

A lot of members told us about their SAABs: 

• 56 had 1,709 cc ones
• 79 had 1,850 cc ones
• 9 had the latest 2-litre version
• 7 had 1,850 cc injection automatics. 

Collectively, they reported 446 defects - an 
average of three faults a car.  
Common ones were:

• troubles with doors and door locks (42%)
• stiff gear selection
• poorly fitting carpets
• speedometers (9%).
 

During test our car was very reliable.  
Faults were:

• head lamp wiper blades (3,500 miles); 
• broken adjuster lever on driver’s seat    
   (9,000 miles) 
• indicator arm cancelling incorrect   
   (11,500 miles) 
• right back door hinges dropped 
   (12,000 miles). 

After test our car’s mechanical condition was 
marred only by oil leaks from the timing case 
and oil pump, and a flickering speedometer. 
The driver’s door had sagged and the back 
seat springs were rattling.

Members’ 1850s and 2000s had averaged 
8,500 and 2,000 miles respectively. Their 
troubles were:

• trouble with doors and locks (47%)
• assorted rattles (27%)
• engine oil leaks (23%) 
• engine noises  (17% - mainly piston slap 
when cold);  
• trouble with accelerator and choke 
linkages (15%) 
• rain water leaks (12%)
• leaking clutch hydraulics (11%)
• squeaky or noisy brakes
• flat spots, noisy gear box, difficult gear 
selection, play in steering column, door 
handles pitting (8%).

Quite a few cars had worn their brake pads 
out in a shorter time than the 6,000 mile 
service interval.

Members’ 56 1,709 cc cars had averaged 
20,000 miles. They followed a similar 
pattern, but one or two things 
showed up in their higher mileages:

• broken exhausts 
   (43%- average  
   mileage 25,000) 
• clutch hydraulics (34%)
• clock (23%)
• speedometer (16%).

 

The automatics were all fairly young 
(average mileage 5,000 miles). None had 
given any trouble with the gearbox or with 
the fuel injection system.

RUNNINg COSTS

Our car was fairly economical on petrol 
(27mpg). It wore out its front tyres and 
front brakes quickly (11,000 and 7,000 miles 
respectively) though the tyres and brakes on 
the back should last at least 48,000 miles.

Insurance was group 4 (the 2,000 cc 
version is Group 5) and would cost about 
£90 to £150 a year, depending on where 
you live.

Depreciation, though, is fairly high unless 
you trade in for a new SAAB.

Overall, it would cost approximately  
£15 a week to run. 

The guarantee was not very good. 
Instruments were only covered for six 
months, the rest of the car for 12,000 miles  
or 12 months.

ONLy FIvE yEARS LATER...
.... and the range and choices of the SAAB 
99 now included the iconic Turbo.

So, how 
much 
would 
a SAAB 
99 cost 
today? 
Based on Spring 2022 
prices, the cost for a 
‘new’ SAAB 99 would be:

• Two door saloon   
   £28,321 UK

• Three door EMS   
   £38,357 UK

• Five door 
   combi-coupe  
   £41,256 UK

• Three door turbo   
   £50,017 UK



Again  
and  

again
This is my Aero with some 
additional visual designs. 
We have gained a lot of kilometers and 
experience together, attending local and 
international meetings.

When I am behind the wheel, I fall 
in love with it again and again, with a huge 
smile on my face, of course.

This is real SAAB enthusiasm, I guess.

by Száraz-Szabó Marika



 
The SAAB 900 CD (or 
Finlandia for the earlier models) 

is a SAAB that I admired 
for a long time, and it 
instantly took a place 
on my to own list when 
I got to know it. I had a 

chance to buy an original Dutch 

delivered one and took it.

 SAAB 900 CD
By Joep Van Dam



After just one year of ownership, a friend 
of mine gave me an offer on a 900 turbo 
convertible, which I couldn’t resist. In no 
time I got what was now my perception of 
the ultimate SAAB, or even the ultimate car, 
as it could offer so many aspects of joyful car 
ownership. A few more SAABs followed as 
I’m addicted to spending hours looking at the 
SAAB market and buying a bargain now and 
then. Even a long wanted early 99 found its 
way to my own SAAB collection.

The latest shared addition, with my partner 
in crime Christiaan (one of the SAAB 
Youngsters), is a SAAB 900 CD, a car that has 
been on our to-own list for a long time. 
This very 900 CD was delivered new in the 
Netherlands in 1983, to a very famous Dutch 
economist and professor.

My earliest memory in life is the moment I was 
playing in the boot of a brand new SAAB 9-5 
estate, with a little 9-5 police car that a woman 
gave me at the SAAB stand of a national car show.

Not long before that, my Dad got a SAAB 
from his company as a temporary car. That 
very SAAB 9-3 convinced my Mum and Dad 
of all the niceness a SAAB can offer, instead of 
it being an old person’s car. After that, I was 
transported in the back of several 9-3’s, and 
one 9000, for the 15 years to come. As time 
went on, my love for SAAB grew stronger and 
my Dad and I shared the passion by talking 
about SAABs all the time to each other, and 
everyone else that wanted to listen.

When I wasn’t even old enough to get my 
driving license myself, I was invited to a new 
group of young SAAB enthusiasts, all under the  

age of 25: the SAAB Youngsters. These guys 
introduced me to the classic SAABs, as I was 
at that time convinced of a midnight Blue 9-3 
Anniversary with the beige leather interior 
being the ultimate SAAB. 

It didn’t take long to create the urge of owning 
a SAAB 99 as soon as I got my driving license. 
I had to wait some time after the start of my 
medical studies, however, when I was ready 
to buy my first SAAB, cheap 99s in reasonable 
condition were not available. Therefore, my 
first SAAB was a 4-door 900 GLS from 1983 
in silver with a factory sunroof. After a week, 
I gave it Inca wheels and a front spoiler. Those 
were the only upgrades I gave the car, apart 
from the front seat fix with underwear in the 
same colour and a replacement gearbox, after 
the old one gave up. A true introduction to 
the 900 classic.





Practicing  
the dark arts
I am a show jumper. I train, teach, breed, and compete professionally for 
myself and clients. I like to step outside the standard with my cars and like 
them to stand out in a subtle but original way. 

by Marty Ryan



As much as I rely on 
a lot of help from 
professionals, and 
am never afraid to 
admit I don’t know it 
all, I always try to do 
everything myself, 
all the custom styling 
was done by me, no 
fancy body shops or 
designers. Usually, 
to the delight of 
friends, who have 
to fix the complete 
mess I have made.  
 
This 2008 SAAB 1.9 
TTiD with currently 
with 221,000 miles 
and running 252hp 
with 498nm, has a 
Stage 2 remap with 
2.5 inch straight 

through exhaust and 5.5 x 4.5 inch tips. Fitted 
with a Maptun injector upgrade and the EGR, 
swirl flap deleted. Also fitted is a Toyosport 
front mounted intercooler with upgraded 
Garret twin hybrids with tdi turbo upgrade. 
An improved fuel pump and filter upgrade has 
also been fitted along with a Black Diamond 
Stage 2 Kevlar clutch kit upgrade.

The brakes have been upgraded to Mtech 
grooved and dimpled discs all round on 18” 
Fox Fx005 wheels, finished in custom black.  
The car has been lowered by 35mm on 
Maptun springs and Bilstein B8 shocks.

I fitted 93 TX body extensions, with a 
custom one-off rear diffuser and rear duck 
tail spoiler, which came from a Mercedes 
204 - modified to fit. 

Other upgrades include a Ramair ProRam air 
filter with custom carbon heat shield, a fog 
light removed to accommodate cold air intake. 

Custom upper and lower grills with COB 
halo fog light rings and COB DRL/switch 
back indicators. 

Custom ICE install with a large touchscreen 
display, upgraded front door speakers and 
three 12 inch subwoofers. 

It is finished in a custom blue interior styling 
and graphics representing my two car clubs 
‘Static Takeover’ and ‘Shadow Car Culture’. 

I have had a life long love affair with 80s and 
90s Ford’s owning my share of RS Turbos and 
Fiesta XR2i, XR3i and even a Sierra XR4x4, 
which proved a little beyond my ability at 24 
years old - it lasted 3 hours before it saved my 
life at the cost of its own and teaching me a 
valuable lesson at the same time. 

I’ve owned four SAAB 93s, 1.8t/2.0t/1.9tdi 
pre-facelift and my current facelift, a TTiD 
that I have had for three years. I fell in love 
with SAAB after a friend loaned me his for 
a few weeks, and I knew I just had to have 
one of my own. Unfortunately, on the way to 
owning my first, I felt the unnecessary need to 
try various BMWs and Mercedes, only to be 
disappointed and feel slightly short changed.

So I gave into my gut and followed the Griffin 
and I feel proud to be part of the SAAB 
community, and everyday a smile is brought 
to my face, knowing that I’m part of a group 
that will never look down on lesser power 
or make a person feel unwelcome and will 
always be happy to help and advise. 

SAABs are very underrated cars in the 10 
year plus market. Yes, maintenance can be a 
mortgage, but they just keep on going, and it 
is such a shame they are no longer producing 
high quality cars. I just wish they had released 
the 93 alongside the last model 95. 

I have big plans for the TTiD 
with a push up to Stage 3 and 
full gradual engine and running 
gear rebuild and also have plans 
in place for a 2.0t build with full 
one off custom wide bodywork 
and full Stage 4 upgrade, with 
the hope of touring Europe and 
Russia and finishing up in the 
birth place of SAAB.



This is my 1997 SAAB 9000 2,3 
CSE imported from Sweden in 
February 2021. 
It has since been upgraded with a 5-stud wheel 
conversion, double blade 18” wheels from a 
SAAB 9-5, lowering springs, Koni adjustable 
shocks, a full JT 3 inch exhaust and a self-made 
tune feeding the engine with 1.2 bar of boost.

Not a 
standard 
SAAB 9000
by Richard Andre Olsen



“Zanetti Omero & Co” has been, for almost 40 years,  
the only official SAAB dealership and servicing for the 
province of Pordenoene in Northern Italy.

Forty years & counting
Our journey with SAAB began in 1982, 
through the then importer “Sidauto” who 
conferred to the our dealership the mandate 
for the brands of SAAB, Mazda and Skoda, but 
only SAAB remain with us for over 30 years.

SAAB become our passion, from the early 
1980s, to sell and give assistance for the first 
models of SAAB 900. Over the years we have 
become an Italian reference point for the 
Swedish brand, giving assistance to any SAAB 
that has been created since then, even the 
less popular models in Europe.



In 2007 we were one of the few dealerships 
in Italy where it was possible to buy the 
SAAB 9-7x.

Since 1982 we have been close collaborators 
of SAAB and even after the bankruptcy of 
the brand we would not abandon it, even 
though our structure has evolved and had to 
represent other brands. 

We still wanted to maintain part of our 
showroom dedicated to SAAB, which is still 
set up with the standards of SAAB Unlimited 

Showrooms, where we proudly display, alongside 
some pieces of our SAAB personal collection, 
reconditioned and selected SAABs for sale.

Recent photos show our dealership today.  
The old photos are all from the 1980s, those with 
the black 900 are from a trade fair in Pordenone, 
while the other ones with the 900 bi-color are of 
a tennis trophy, the 900 bi-color is the first demo 
car of the our dealership.



Resurrection
   by Nathan blackmore

Part one.

Any SAAB 900 that is worthy 
of saving will go through 
various stages before it gets 
fully restored to some sort of 
usable, reliable, amazing daily 
driver. Be it 
for shows and 
fair weather 
or something 
to just enjoy 
driving. This 
project is no 
different. 
It is a SAAB 
registered demo 
car, bought by the 
gentleman before 
me, he owned it 
right up to the point 
he traded it in to 

another SAAB dealership. It was a beautiful 
car, absolutely immaculate and well cared for. 
He decided he wanted a c900 convertible 
and the garage in question had one which 
was as equally immaculate. Since they knew 
the customer and his car very well, they 
agreed a deal and the car was traded in. 
Unfortunately on the day of the trade in, he 

reversed it out his 
garage but didn’t 
apply the hand 
brake properly 
and it rolled down 
his drive and hit a 
tree, subsequently 
damaging the 
passenger side rear 
quarter panel.  
The garage carried 
on with the deal 
and as the car 
was so good they 
restructured a deal 
to suit both parties.

The garage were 
going to replace the 
quarter panel and 

sell the car..... that didn’t quite go to plan. 
The car sat in the compound for 3-4 years. 
I saw it several times, including the day it 
was traded in, and unfortunately,  
I witnessed it’s demise.

I tried to strike a deal several times, but 
it was either too expensive, or I had no 
funds to pursue another project. But, 3 
years ago, I managed to haggle a price I 
was happy with and pull this beast from the 
SAAB graveyard, it was destined to be in.



I hired a trailer and recovered it from 
Devon back to Caerphilly in Wales, where 
it sat outside my father in-laws house for 
quite some time before moving into my 

garage. I hired a space at a 
workshop where it sat for 
a very long time, always in 
the back of my mind. 

The yearning to be in a 
classic SAAB 900 again 
has now overcome me 
and finally, I’ve relocated 
the car back into my own 
garage where it is warm, 
heated, and has lots of light 
including most importantly 
a  beer fridge and radio - 
what more could you want.

Interestingly the car is remembered by one 
of the my local SAAB group (Dragon SAABs) 
members as his mate sold the car to they guy 
who owned it before me - it’s a small world. 
It was remembered because of the distinctive 

number plate and the fact it was a late car 
having both red APC box, air conditioning, 
whale tail and Aero vent covers.

Considering that the car has been sat all this 
time, it has done pretty well. It needs welding 
in some unusual places where leaves and 
grass were growing around it, under it, on it 

It’s solid in some places and holes in others. 
Fortunately I managed to collect some 
perfect panels from a donor car to help this 
one back to glory.

I also have a pair of rot free doors, a bonnet, 
tailgate, boot floor, rear quarter panel, and 
front wings. It doesn’t need all these items, 
but the plan is to make it completely rust free 
and an excellent example, which will last for 
many years to come.

Here are some pictures of when I collected 
the car, through various stages of storage 
right up to present day where the project 
begins. Updates will be forthcoming. 
 
 

So far I have:
• Emptied the car 
• Cleaned boot carpet boards for storage 

(they will be washed when we get to the 
stage of refitting )

• Removed taillights 
• Removed boot floor carpet 
• Removed seat belts
• Removed rear seats  
• Removed side shelves 
• Removed B & C pillars 
• Removed rear cards 
• Vacuum all rust dust debris from mice 

infestation 
• Removed headlining furniture and 

headlining and all pre-existing rotten  
foam backing 

• Removed CD charger wires 
• Had a dig around at the rust to see how 

bad it can get and made some holes 
• Replaced all drive belts 
• Replaced battery 

Next up is water pump and service. I should 
have done water pump when doing the belts, 
but I want the car outside when I drain the 
coolant I want to flush it out.

Rebuild one of the new doors with the 
old kit, and swap the internals over, and 
completely strip and make sure everything 
works nice and smooth.



The mean 
green flying 
machine
Built and raced by Ian Coker

SAAB Museum, Trollhattan 
June 2007

Stig’s work car



Queen of 
the road
 
By Rolf Uhr 

I’m always proud of my children, it certainly 
applies to all parents, but it feels a little extra 
in the father’s heart when I think about the 
2021 race season.
My firstborn, Susanne Weléen, borrowed my car for 2021. I know 
Sussi can handle a go-kart, and she is completely fearless behind the 
wheel. She would probably cope with my car, which is not something 
you put a completely inexperienced person in, to drive a race series in 
a class where there are very-fast cars.

The SAAB is a front-wheel drive, has over 600 hp and 650 nm, weighs 
1180 kg and is very fast. I did nothing with the car other than a regular 
service for the start of this year.

Maybe she will end up in one or more railings, especially Kinnekulle’s 
nice fast track, which almost completely lacks lock-down zones. But I 
was so wrong! Susanne got to test the car before the first competition, 
on the narrow fast home track Sviesta, outside Linköping. We drove 
fifteen 3 minutes passes, with times falling with each attempt. Anyone 
who has been to Sviesta, and driven, knows that we achieved some 
good times for a total beginner in a race car.

So now, after the competition on the Gälleråsen motorway outside 
Karlskoga, she had a final victory in the Pro class! Susanne hasn’t made 
a single mistake throughout the season. On the contrary, she has made 
the right decision, probably without having to think about it. Which 
has saved her from situations that could have ended with disaster if 
she didn’t act quickly.

Thank you to all our wonderful friends and colleagues for joining us 
and sharing all the incredible achievements, victories, and the other  
events of 2021.

So, big congratulations from a VERY proud Dad to a fine, talented, 
entrepreneur, mother, racing driver, and friend - my daughter Sussi.



Back in 2001, I was an apprentice 
in a local garage and trained on all 
manner of older vehicles. One day a 
customer arrived in one of the most 
amazing cars I had ever come across 
-  a SAAB 900 T16. I decided there 
and then that one day I will own one.

Fast forward some 16 years and I was now 
lucky enough to become the owner of a 2001 
SAAB 9-3 Aero. Unfortunately, after only 
a year the dreaded bulkhead rot had taken 
hold and the car was beyond repair.

So in 2019, I again become the owner of 
another SAAB, a mighty 9-5 Aero with 
a modest 314,000 (three hundred and 
fourteen thousand) miles on the clock.  
I have taken the car to a number of local 
shows, where other like minded owners 
were astonished as to its mileage.

In May 2020 she had started to develop a 
slight engine rattle, which within a matter 
of minutes, had turned in to a rather large 
engine rattle. With the rattle needing further 
investigation, I had no choice to take her off 
the road and park her up.

After some investigation,  
it was found that all the chain  
guides had disintegrated and the  
retaining bolt had bored a hole in  
to the cylinder head.

I have now removed the engine and  
found that it also requires a full set of 
bearings, and a full top to bottom rebuild. 

So now my once loved daily has now become 
my now loved project, which will now go on 
to be lovingly restored in the coming months 
or maybe years.

I look forward to taking her to shows again, 
looking as close to new as possible.

Where it  
all began

Simon Male



Art 
Class

By Michael Ruddy



By Paul Petherick 
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk

Over the years, I’ve fallen 
for many SAAB 9-3 Aero 
convertibles. Mostly Carbon 
Grey and mostly first 
generation, but I’d never moved 
to the last generation. When I 
first spotted this one for sale, it 
was the Carbon Grey I fell for 
again. Not only that, although 
not mentioned, I noticed the 
19” Hirsch wheels, what looked 
like Hirsch 345mm brake 
upgrades and a Hirsch single 
exhaust system. It didn’t look at 
it’s best, but had huge potential.

Shades  
of Grey

Alongside all of the mechanical work previously 
carried out, I’ve had the very neglected Hirsch 
wheels refurbished, powder coated in a metallic 
grey, rebalanced and treated to new tyres. 

There were numerous small and annoying dents 
on a number of panels which have now been 
removed. Both bumpers have been repainted, 
along with the front wings, and both side skirts 
removed and repainted.

A rare Turbo X diffuser has given the rear 
an amazing and purposeful look, and I’ve got 
some Turbo X trapezoid tailpipes to add to 
the Jetex stainless system. The front has been 
given a complete refresh with new SAAB 
Aero grille and fog light surrounds, and a full 4 
piece Hirsch mesh grille, which just enhance 
the timeless beauty for this Aero. To finish 
off, it has been given a good machine polish to 
make it feel like new again.

It’s always a real pleasure to see the difference 
a great body shop can make to any car, but I’ve 
always adored SAAB Aero convertibles on any 
generation and this latest Aero is no exception. 
It seems the defy time with it’s design, it has 
a purity that I still believe SAAB did so well, a 
Nordic beauty that’s hard the beat.

It’s easy for forget this is a 14 year old car with 
150,000 miles; it now looks and drives as well as 
I’d hoped. NoobTune has remapped it again to 
accommodate the APH Performance downpipe 
and exhaust system, which has an amazing 
growl to it. The new clutch has given it a silky 
smooth gear change to make it a sheer delight 
to drive, especially with the roof down, and just 
as we have been blessed with perfect weather.



Five distinct versions of SAAB-based Quantum 
vehicles were built. With chassis designed by 
IBM engineer Walter Kern, each version used 
water-cooled two-stroke SAAB engines.  
The first three versions were two-seat sports 
cars; the fourth, a single-seat, open-wheeled 
race car, sold as a kit.

The goal of the Quantum IV kit car was to create an affordable,  
fast, one-design class of open-wheel racing that would take  
advantage of the lightweight and prodigious power output  
of the SAAB two-stroke engines.

SAAB QUANTUM IV
In the Quantum IV, the SAAB three-cylinder delivers an estimated 
70 horsepower when fitted with three Solex carburettors. It has a 
four-speed manual transmission, and the Quantum is one of the very 
few SAABs known with rear-wheel drive.

While specific build data is available for the 
other Quantum cars, there is no hard data for 
version IV, since the chassis was sold as a kit 
to would-be racers.



As you drive through intersections, you steal a glance left and right.  

You feel vulnerable, naked. As though there is nothing between you and any 

car approaching from the side. But in a SAAB 9-3, there is protection. 

 

SAAB was the first to reinforce doors with steel beams. The door pillars are 

actually hinged to direct impact downwards. And head and chest side airbags 

are located not in the doors but in the front seats, so they remain aligned with 

your body. As you drive, your SAAB watches your flanks.

  SAAB vs.
Nakedness



 

 
New Benchmark Among 
Dynamic Premium Compacts

• Early entry in emerging premium sports 
compact segment.

• Standard full-time all-wheel-drive for 
improved handling, traction, and versatility.

• Two models - 227 hp 9-2X Aero and 
the 165 hp 9-2X Linear.

• Styling, performance, and driving 
characteristics create a sporty, fun-to-drive 
offer in the segment.

 

The new 2005 SAAB 9-2X is the next 
significant step in the biggest product 
development program in SAAB’s history. 

SAAB – the fastest growing European 
premium car brand in the American market– 
recently launched the 9-3 Sport Sedan and  
9-3 Convertible model ranges.

With standard full-time all-wheel-drive, 
powerful engines, and distinctive European 
design, the SAAB 9-2X is a unique and early 
offering in a car segment just emerging in 
the American market: the premium sports 
compact segment. The first SAAB 9-2X 
models will go on sale in the U.S. and Canada 
July 1, 2004 – ahead of many competitors who 
are also bringing products to this market.

“The SAAb 9-2X is the ideal addition to our 
line-up,” says Peter Augustsson, SAAB’s 
President and CEO. “Like the recently-
launched SAAb 9-3 models, it is extremely 
dynamic and is a car that you want to drive. 
Additionally, its price point will attract some 
new, young, enthusiastic customers to SAAb.”

For many customers, the SAAB 9-2X will 
be their first premium brand vehicle as 
prices start below $25,000. In addition, 
customer surveys show that up to 40 
percent of all Americans are looking for 
all-wheel-drive in their next vehicle – a 
feature standard in all SAAB 9-2X models, 
a distinct advantage as SAAB enters this 
new segment.

“The SAAb 9-2X will help us continue our 
extremely strong momentum,” said Debra 
Kelly-Ennis, President of SAAB Cars USA. 
“We are definitely on a roll. The 9-3 Sport 
Sedan is outselling its predecessor two to 
one, we are in the midst of launching our all-
new 9-3 Convertible, and this exciting new 
car will arrive in the early summer.” 
 

The design: Progressive with a 
strong, dynamic character

“As the new 9-2X range is tremendously fun to 
drive and since we are targeting a young and 
enthusiastic customer, we decided to express the 
strong and dynamic character of the 9-2X in its 
design and even add a bit more of an aggressive 
touch compared to the rest of our line-up. The 
SAAb 9-2X needs to look as aggressive as its 
driving capabilities. Additionally, even though it is 
a functional 5-door vehicle, it shouldn’t look like 
a traditional wagon. Therefore, we spent a great 
deal of time making sure it had a strong face and 
sleek Scandinavian lines.” comments SAAB’s 
Executive Director of Design, Michael Mauer.

Looking back at the 

SAAB  
9-2X
Los Angeles, December 2003    Thanks to Robin Morley



The new SAAB 9-2X takes a number of styling 
cues from recently-presented SAAB concept 
and production vehicles and presents SAAB’s 
view on what a fun-to-drive, versatile 5-door 
vehicle should look like.

The vehicle retains SAAB’s now familiar 
curvaceous front that harmoniously 
integrates the typical three-hole-grille and 
the low horizontally emphasized headlamps 
that wrap around into the sides of the car. 
Below the bumper area, a pronounced air 
intake signals the dynamic potential of the 
new Sports compact. On the top-of-the-line 
9-2X Aero model, the clean line of the front 
hood is accentuated by a nicely integrated 
air intake that feeds air to the intercooler of 
the turbo engine.

As with the 2004 SAAB 9-5 Aero SportWagon, 
the horizontal lines in the design of the 9-2X’s 
rear end contribute to the car’s wide and 
powerful stance.  

Performance: Sporty and 
focused on the driver

The SAAB 9-2X’s advanced full-time all-
wheel-drive and boxer four cylinder engines 
are firsts in SAAB’s history. Further technical 
highlights include four-wheel independent 
suspension and Four-wheel disc brakes which, 
when partnered with a latest generation 
4-channel/4-sensor anti-lock brake system 
(ABS), provide enhanced driver control. 
Traction and handling performance of the 
9-2X Aero is further improved by a viscous 
limited-slip differential at the rear.

The turbocharged and intercooled two-litre 
DOHC 9-2X Aero engine produces 227 hp @ 
6,000 rpm and 217 lb.-ft. (294 Nm) of torque 
@ 4,000 rpm. The power plant of the SAAB 
9-2X 2.5 is naturally aspirated and delivers 
165 hp @ 5,600 rpm as well as a maximum 
torque of 166 lb.-ft. (225 Nm) @ 4,000 rpm. 
Both cars provide a standard 5-speed 
manual transmission; a 4-speed automatic 
transmission is available as an option.

“The SAAb 9-2X is the best example yet of 
SAAb’s brand promise of delivering sporty, driver 
focused performance,” says Kjell-Åke Eriksson, 
SAAb Executive Director for Future Products.

“It is truly designed for people who love to drive, 
whether that be on a demanding section of a 
curvy road or during a relaxed long-distance drive 
on the highway.” 

Five-door versatility:  
Form follows function

Surfboards, skis, in-line skates, camping gear 
and more all fit well into the SAAB 9-2X. 
With a wheelbase of 99.4 inches (2,525 mm) 
and an overall length of 175.6 inches (4,460 
mm), the SAAB 9-2X offers nimble handling 
about town and on backcountry roads. Yet it 
holds up to 27.9 cubic feet (790 dm3) of cargo 
space with the seatback up and 61.6 cubic 
feet (1,744 dm3) with the seatback folded 
down. A 60/40-split fold-down rear seatback 
is standard in all 9-2X and the large rear 
luggage door opening gives optimal access to 
the trunk space provided.

Peter Augustsson, SAAB Automobile’s 
President and CEO, puts the launch of the 
SAAB 9-2X in broader perspective: “The SAAb 
9-2X is a milestone in expanding our model range 
and our customer base, especially in the very 
important North American market. We see a 
rapidly emerging segment in the United States for 
a premium, small car below the SAAb 9-3 Sport 
Sedan. And being one of the first entries, we 
intend to shape that segment.”



SAAB 
FEBRUARY 
STROLL
In theory, it should not work. 
Organising a stroll in the 
depths of winter does not 
sound too appealing, but for 
some inexplicable reason, 
SAAB owners seem to be 
drawn to such an event!
The plan was to meet at 9am and sure 
enough a flotilla of SAABs appeared in the 
car park, from as far afield as Kent,  
South Wales, Midlands and London.  
With temperatures very close to freezing 
you would have expected everyone to stay 
sat in their warm cars, but no, SAAB owners 
are a hardy bunch with most quite happy to 
stand around chatting. 

The plan for the first part of the Stroll was 
a drive through Bristol’s Avon Gorge, under 
the world famous Suspension Bridge and on 
the Queen Square, a perfect Georgian area 
in the centre of the city, to view the monthly 
Avenue Car Club meet.  

By the time we arrived at around 10am 
however, many of the cars had already left - 
clearly the cold was proving too much. 

After a much needed coffee and cake, 
everyone had the opportunity to wander 
around the historic docks area where they 
could travel on the only inner city steam 
engine, board the ‘Matthew’, a replica 
of Cabot’s 16th century ship in which he 
discovered America - the story goes that he 
was financed for the trip by a Mr. Americ.

Just after mid-day, we drove in convoy to the 
newly opened Concorde museum.  
This time rather than drive under the 
Suspension Bridge we went over it, via the 
beautiful Georgian area of Clifton and the 
countryside of Abbotts Leigh.

The Concorde Museum is not only home to 
this great plane, but also a wide selection 
of aircraft, trams, missiles, satellites, and 
of course, the Bristol car, all of which were 
made in the region. 

It really is a fascinating museum and well 
worth a visit, especially as your ticket is valid 
for a year, so you can return as many times as 
you wish.

Our final leg of the stroll was a short drive for 
a late Sunday lunch, and I must say the pub 
did us proud, especially as there were over 
forty hungry SAAB owners to satisfy. 

Photos by Alex Rankin and Robin Morley.

SAAbs in the square. SAAbs for Sunday lunch.

SAAbs at the Concorde Museum.

A bridge full of SAAbs.



A study in SAAb 
by Martin Edwards



Nellis, our 
Travelling 
Companion 
(He was officially called ‘Nallis’ by SAAb). by Robin Morley.

‘Nellis’ joined our family around 2007, when 
SAAB were celebrating their 60th birthday.
Ever since he moved 
in with us, he has 
done thousands 
of miles travelling 
around Europe and 
Scandinavia to many a 
SAAB get-together. 
Whichever SAAB 
we take he insists 
on coming along 
as well.

You will often see 
him sat on the 
roof or in the 
front seat, 
watching all 
the SAAB 
fans enjoying 
their time.

So next time 
you see him, 
say hi and 
take a photo, 
he loves his 
picture being 
taken.



Back before the virus 
lockdown, Great Western 
SAABs organised a SAAB meet 
at Castle Combe Circuit in 
Wiltshire, UK. 

A day  
at the races

Part of the day’s activities, along with the 
opportunity for a few laps of the circuit, was 
to raise funds for the Children’s Hospice South 
West, a very worthwhile local charity. 

At the end of the day, we had raised over £130.





Body work
 
Photo by Rafael Reigztem



Often described as an airplane 
without wings, the 92 (earlier 
model designations belonged 
to SAAB aircraft) was created 
in the aftermath of WWII as a 
rugged, low-cost and practical 
car to safely conquer the rough 
Scandinavian roads of the time. 

Lead by Gunnar Ljungström, the 92 was 
developed by a team of 16 SAAB aircraft 
engineers – only two of whom, 
according to the legend, had a 
driver’s license.  

Responsible for the 
exterior design was 
Sixten Sason, a 
freelance industrial 
designer who also 
gathered fame with 
his contributions to 
Hasselblad cameras.

Reflecting its aircraft 
heritage, the SAAB 92 
used a monocoque one-
piece body/frame structure, 
yielding light weight as well as 
great strength. 

SAAB 92
Its front-wheel-drive not only delivered good 
traction on snow, but also a flat floor and an 
amazingly roomy interior - given the compact 
exterior dimensions. 

For the first couple of years, SAAB offered 
the 92 only in green paint, said to be left 

over from army supplies. 

The four-passenger car was 
powered by a two-cylinder, two-

stroke engine with an output of 
25 horsepower. It had a three-

speed manual transmission 
with the shifter mounted 

on the steering column, 
saving interior space.

 Produced from 
 1949 to 1956, the 92 
  exemplifies SAAB’s 
zest for innovation 
and design that have 
become known around 
the world as the key 

characteristics of the 
Swedish brand.  



Do not 
adjust your 
screen

This unique SAAB 900 was painted this colour 
by its owner Diane, who has a passion for 
classic SAABs and, of course, the colour Pink!
 
These photos were taken back in 2006, and after checking,  
we can report the SAAB continues to be used to this day.



The Police cannot be everywhere. So SAAB designs cars to protect themselves. A thief may try to pick the 
door lock, but its cylinder rotates uselessly. He may break a window and attempt to open a door from the 
inside, but a deadbolt makes it inoperable. He may want to start the car, but the SAAB 9-5’s immobilising 
system locks the transmission and prevents the engine from starting. In the end, there is frustration.  
And in the absence of the police, our goal has been met.

SAAB vs 

    the Police



Resurrection
   by Nathan blackmore

Part Two

I couldn’t help myself and 
retrieved my drivers door, 
which was out of a manual 
window car, and is way better 
than the door I already have.

The aim was to transfer everything from 
one door into the other, and while doing so, 
investigate why the electric window were 
not working.

I’m not bothered about colour 
difference in panels at this 

stage as the whole 
car would be 
painted at the 
end. I literally 

want everything 
to run as smooth 
as butter before 
and work before 
taking the plunge 
in paint.

So on first glimpse 
the door doesn’t 

have the rot down 
the opening spine and 

the door bottoms are 
way better than the original.

Unfortunately, there seems to be 
a bit of rust on the inner flat vertical 

section which is frustrating - we can 
cut the section out of the original door! 

I thought I’d paint the inner edge (the one you can’t 
see) to see what it would be like. I soon decided 
that’s not going to happen, as I really want this 
done properly. So I continued to strip the donor 
door. Then onto the original door mechanism - it 
was immediately apparent why it didn’t work as 
it had seized in several places. It was so bad, the 
motor gear had rusted itself to the body. 

After a strip and clean in the parts washer, some 
lubricating fluid was applied with lots of back and 
forth leverage action. Eventually, we had a decent 
freely moving mechanism - I was actually quite 
impressed how freely it moved.

Next up was the motor.

Being a late 1993 car smacked of GMs cost-cutting 
and on first inspection, it looked like a throw-away 
item. After separating the motor from the gearbox 
and snapping the lid off the gear box we could then 
see inside, and it was the usual story of super thick 
dried up grease, rust and that’s about all.

A quick clean up of the commutator on the 
motor and some perseverance on the rusted 
gear, it soon started to move slowly and stiffly. 
I then placed it in the lathe, lubricating it until it 
became super free.

I then greased the moving parts with white lithium 
grease in the mechanical side and red rubber 
grease in the window gear. I then sealed the case 
back up with black hot glue making for a more 
water-tight seal. 

A quick tested and I’m almost quite happy with 
how it has turned out. 

I then started on the other door, inspecting the 
seals and the fabric runners which were all good. I 
will choose the best of the parts I have to give the 
best finish.



This high-powered version of the SAAB 
9-3 was the “Viggen”, or “Thunderbolt”, 
named after the SAAB 37 Viggen aircraft. 
Developed jointly by SAAB Automobile AB’s 
Special Vehicles Operations team and the 
Oxfordshire, England based TWR Group.

 
Back in 2000 when you 
bought a new Viggen,  
you also got a certificate 
for the “Viggen Flight 
Academy“, a two-day 
intensive driver training 
session, which was held by a 
team of racing professionals.

A total of 4,600 Viggens 
were manufactured until 
production ended in June, 
2002. All were are built at 
Valmet Automotive factory 
in Finland, alongside the 
Porsche Boxter. 

The Viggen was available in 
Europe only for the model 
year 1999 and 2000. In the 
USA it was available until 
the end of the production 
cycle of the SAAB 9-3 Mk I. 

After the Viggen was no longer for sale in Europe, SAAB equipped 
the 2001 9-3 Aero with some Viggen body kit, except the big Viggen 
rear wing, seats, turbocharger, and intercooler. The Viggen was the 
original 9-3 to utilise SAAB’s Trionic 7 engine management system, 
which processed 2 million calculations ever second.

The Viggen came with a turbocharged 2.3 L engine, (B235R) giving 
225 bhp (168 kW; 228 PS) later 230 bhp (172 kW; 233 PS) on 1.4 bar 
(20 psi) of boost from its Mitsubishi TD04-HL15-5 turbocharger.

www.saabplanet.com

The 
fastest 
SAAB 
of its 
time



As part of our 
trip to IntSAAB in 
Dinslaken, Germany 
,back in 2017 we 
decided to also book 
for The Holland 
Pre-Tour Gathering 
in Dalfsen,  The 
Netherlands. 
 
Organised by Jelmer Brandsma and his team, 
this well organised week of SAABs and social 
meets proved to be, by far, the highlight of 
our holiday and will remain a great memory 
of why we love SAABs and their owners.,,

Enjoying 
the starters 
more than 

the main 
course

by David & Anne Dallimore

SAAbs parked in bronkhorst, the smallest city in the Netherlands. It is home to 
around 155 inhabitants, 37 listed national monuments, and a tiny Dickens Museum.



SAAB  
93F GT 750 
At the New York Automobile 
Show in April 1958, SAAB 
debuted the 93 “Gran Turismo”
750. Surrounded by an 
impressive collection of  
rally trophies and plaques,  
it took obvious cues from  
the increasingly successful  
competition cars.

As an early precursor of today’s SAABs,  
the GT 750 was not just sporty but also 
impressively luxurious. The exterior  
featured extra headlamps, chrome-plated 
hubcaps, bright side mouldings, and smart 
“Gran Turismo” emblems. 

The interior was beautifully detailed.  
The dashboard included chrome-surrounded  
black dials, and in front of the passenger was a 
Halda Speed Pilot rally instrument. The classic 
steering wheel had three aluminium spokes 
and a wooden rim. The driver’s seat could be 
finely adjusted for an optimum position, and 
the passenger seat, which included a headrest, 
could be tilted all the way back. 

Thanks to twin carburettors, the 45 
horsepower engine had an increase of 12 
horsepower over the standard SAAB 93 – 
which could be dialed up even further by using 
a special tuning kit. The three-cylinder, 748-cc 
two-stroke engine required that one quart of 
oil be added to the gas tank along with seven 
to eight gallons of gasoline. 

Approximately 605 SAAB 93 GT 750s were 
built from 1958 to 1960. This 93 is one of the 
final series, recognisable by its front-hinged 
doors. They were new for 1960, preceding the 
arrival of the modernised SAAB 96. 



SAABs by  
the sea     Dragon SAABs jaunt to Ogmore-by Sea, Wales.



The 900 Classic Icon
By Paul Petherick 
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk

I had my eye on a beautifully straight classic 900i convertible 
that had been at my SAAB garage for the past few months, 
and they very kindly gave it to me as the loan car for the day.

Purchased from ACE SAAB in Kensington, here in the UK, back in 
1990 and registered by its first owner in Piccadilly, Mayfair, it only 
had three further owners during its 30-year life. 

Having owned a number of these in the past, it was easy to see how 
straight this one is. The underneath is completely rust-free, and it 
has a solid floor pan and sills. This is extremely rare, but apparently, 
this convertible was taken to live in Portugal around 1997 and stayed 
in the sun for nearly 20 years, which could explain its solidness. 

Although it is far from perfect and has its usual foibles, it’s easy to 
see that it could be a gorgeous classic. Having covered only 104,000 
miles, it drives smoothly, is smoke-free, and pulls beautifully for 
a non-Turbo model. It will be having plenty of ticks shortly, full 
service, a new exhaust, new discs and pads, fresh cluster bulbs, and 
a damn good clean. 

With rare winter blue skies above, I popped the roof down for an 
hour and enjoyed a truly fantastic country drive. The tan leather has 
aged beautifully, and the mohair hood has been replaced. It also has 
an exceptionally rare Tonneau cover to keep the hood safely tucked 
away, it was a real pleasure. 

It has some surface body rust that will be easily fixed, and the 
interior needs some love to get it back to immaculate. But all I could 
think is that this will make someone a very usable and unusually solid 
classic SAAB 900 convertible. 

Maybe the perfect project for someone looking for a bit of classic 
driving in the summer. 



Black Beauties
   SAAB gathering at Powderham Castle, UK.



For people with active 
outdoor lifestyles, who don’t 
want a large Crossover Class-
leading SAAB XWD combined 
with BioPower.
 
With distinctive looks, a versatile SportCombi 
body, higher stance, and advanced all-
wheel-drive technology, the 9-3X offers fuel 
efficiency and functional storage without 
limiting roads that need to be driven.  

Distinctive Appeal
SAAB designers raised the chassis 35 mm 
higher than that on a standard two-wheel 
drive SportCombi, for those who frequently 
hit gravel or unpaved roads without 
compromising the driving experience. 

New front and rear bumpers feature a dark-
gray grained finish, that is also applied to the 
side sills and the edges of the wheel arches as 

a protective cover when the terrain becomes 
loose or muddy by skid panels with a matt 
aluminium finish. Matte, aluminum-coloured 
lower door decor strips with black roof rails 
are standard- a chromed finish available as an 
option. Front fog lights also feature a chrome 
finish. Twin round exhaust tailpipes are 
standard for all engine options. 

With the addition of multi-spoke 17-inch alloy 
wheels, the 9-3X’s exterior character reflects 
its ability to handle mixed road conditions, 
whether rough or smooth, loose or paved. 

Inside, the interior is the top specification, 
adding a dark metallic finish to the door trims, 
glove box, and gearshift surround. The unique 
sports seating features gray fabric inserts in 
the black leather upholstery. 

Total Traction
At the heart of the 9-3X is SAAB’s cutting-
edge XWD system. It is an intelligent, active 
system that continuously distributes engine 

drive torque between the front and rear axles 
or optimum stability and grip in all conditions. 

The hardware includes an electronically-
controlled Torque Transfer Device (TTD), 
which varies power delivery between the 
axles. A valve increases or reduces hydraulic 
pressure on wet clutch plates inside the TTD 
to progressively engage or disengage the rear 
axle. The degree of ‘slip’ dictates how much 
drive is transmitted to the rear wheels. An 
optional rear limited-slip differential (eLSD) 
operates on the same principle, splitting the 
drive across the axle for grip. 

For the first time, the 9-3X mates a 2.0-litre 
turbo BioPower engine (210 hp/ 155 kW/ 
300 nm) with XWd, combining a bioethanol 
capability with all-wheel drive. The six-speed 
manual gearbox complements the sporty 
styling. The petrol engine is fitted with a six-
speed manual or automatic transmission. 

The diesel variant, a 1.9 TTiD two-stage 
turbo motor (180 hp/132 kW/400 Nm) 
with front-wheel drive, emits less than 145 

grams of CO2 per kilometre, available with 
manual and automatic transmission. Unlike 
the other models, this 9-3X variant, has a 
chassis raised 20 mm higher than regular 9-3 
variants with front-wheel drive, maintaining 
that rugged styling. 

 Form meets function
The rear cargo area, with a low floor, is 
surprisingly spacious and well-proportioned. 
The 60/40 split rear seat-back incorporates a 
ski-hatch and folds down without any need to 

move the fixed seat cushion. The fold-down 
front passenger seat-back also makes it 
possible to carry 2.5 metre-long items. 

The fully carpeted rear load space is 
illuminated, accessed by a lightly-weighted 
tailgate that opens down to bumper level.  
Its damper rods are completely hidden 
in the roof to allow a clear, uncluttered 
opening. The flush-fitted, black moulded 
floor plate will not become marked or 
scratched in heavy use. 

The 9-3X’s TwinFloor stowage facility,  
too, helps keep luggage and equipment safe 
and tidy. The middle section of the floor 
hinges upwards transversely when the  
handle is pulled so that the front edge fits  
into two retaining slots. 

There is also a 12-volt power socket in the 
main load area (for a hot or cool box) and a 
separate storage compartment at either side 
of the floor, one fitted with a moulded holder 
for large bottles. 

SAAB  9-3X



A convert 
who is more 
than able By Ronald G. Burns



I have owned convertibles 
many times in my life. I owned 
a 1964 Ford Mustang, Chrysler 
LeBaron, and now my  
beloved SAAB 9-3. 
 
 

How did I decide on this 
wonderful car?
I drove past this car sitting on the lawn 
for four weeks with a for sale sign on it. I 
absolutely loved the Sun Green colour, and I 
decided to stop and check it out. When I sat 
down in the car, I fell in love with the design 
and the layout. I was so comfortable and 
loved the leg room as I am 6 feet tall.

I am the third owner and purchased in 2010. 
I purchased this as a summer car and never 
drive in the winters. Here in the States, 
the salt used on the roads in the winter is a 
really bad thing for rust – this is a rust-free 
as the day I purchased it. 

I only use it in the summer months here, 
first snowfall, and it is stored in my garage 
on blocks until spring. 

The past owners included a schoolteacher 
who purchased the car for 42,000 dollars, 
she drove it for about 25,000 miles. The 
second owner only drove this car in the 
summer months and put about 19,000 miles 
on it. I purchased it with about 41,000 miles. 

I will own this car for the rest of my life as it 
is such a well-made vehicle. 

My 2002 was built at the Nistadt Finland 
plant. This was before GM tried to make 
the car their own. SAAB is a very reliable 
vehicle, and they will last forever if 
maintained correctly.

Some of the best memories are driving 
around with my daughter for years before 
she passed away last year. She always 
told me how much she loved the car and 
driving around listening to ‘Pink Floyd’. 

I have done my best to keep this car 
as new as possible, and all repairs and 
updates are SAAB OEM parts when 
available. As I was a mechanic in the past,  
I do all the repairs and work myself. 

Many SAAB sites are credited with 
assistance with troubleshooting tips, and 
procedures to help resolve all issues I have 
had, which are minimal. This car is fast  
and very manoeuvrable, handles top notch, 
and with the sport setting this car flies.  
Well done SAAB. 

SAABs Are Always Better - than the 
competition.  

Mechanical updates and  
work done. 

Replaced AC compressor and hardware, 
valve cover gasket, alternator, passenger 
wheel speed sensor, a few relays under the 
hood, vacuum hoses, PCV check valve, and 
added PCV mod #6 valve oil trap kit to help 
with the known sludge issues. 

I have cleaned and reseated the throttle body 
for engine performance issues, replaced 
many parts and services, including master 
cylinder, front callipers and all service fluid. 



I had two struts leaking, so decided to 
replace both the struts and shocks with 
Bilstein B6 all around and a nice set of 
summer handling tyres. 

 

Interior updates and repairs. 
I replaced the rollers & guides on driver 
and passenger windows, and the shifter 
black centre slider. I installed three gauges 
– turbo pressure, AMPs, and oil pressure. 
I replaced and designed a bracket for the 
rear-view mirror, converting it to digital 
front and rear cameras. I had the ACC 
display repaired, as it went dark one day. 
I dropped cleaned and resealed oil pan in 
case of the known sludge issue, which I did 
not have. I have also replaced head bolts as 
part of the process. 

Stereo updates:  
This car really rocks the 80’s 
A very long install, but clean, and from a 
visual perspective, you would say what 
upgrade, as it just looks factory? 

I wanted to keep the SAAB OEM look, 
so I kept the factory radio/CD player and 
replaced everything else. I wanted a loud, 
full spectrum, clean sound, but preserve  
the wiring and radio, so all SID functions 
work as designed. 

I removed all the factory speakers and amp.  
I rewired the entire stereo using 16 gauge wire 
for all connection in the car and all speakers. 

This was all replaced with an 1800-watt 
amplifier installed in the trunk, a PAC device 
for conversion from high level feeds to RCA 
low level outputs for the amplifier. 

I also installed a 1/8” auxiliary receiver  
for IPod/AUX connection. I use this for a 
Blue Tooth adapter.

The speakers replaced in the front doors 
and dash are Polk 6.5” component speakers  
and tweeters. 

The rear side panel speakers, were replaced 
with 3-way Alpine 6.5”, and for added bass, 
a 400 watt 8” sub-woofer in trunk. 

All wiring is either in the passageways 
where original wiring is, or under carpet and 
panels, so it is totally hidden.

Owner:
Ronald G. Burns 

Model:
2002 SAAB 9-3 
SE Turbo HOT 
convertible 

Distance 
travelled:
120k original miles  

Engine: 
b205r 

Colour code:
Body exterior  
273 - Sun Green

Color code trim: 
K13

Holidaying 
in Sweden 
 

Times have changed.  
Autocar magazine 1966.

Not only has the Hull to Gothenburg ferry 
closed, but also the later alternative of 
Harwich to Esjberg in Denmark. 
 
From those heady days in 1966 of £9 UK one 
way (that price equates today to £143 UK, 
170 euros, 188$ US) the cost to travel both 
ways, in 2014, which was when this ferry 
also closed, for two people was just under 
£1,000 UK. 

Even taking in to consideration inflation,  
that was some increase!



Resurrection
                 by Nathan blackmore

Part Three 
 
I decided to spend a bit of time cleaning and prepping a new 
block in readiness for the rebuild.

With that completed,  I removed another couple of additional wires in the original SAAB 
loom. The reasons behind this are simple. The main aim is to make the loom as it left the 

factory, without all the aftermarket additions that get installed in these cars over the 
years. These installations are always poor, plus when everything is back to stock, I will 
get the added bonus of making things easier when chasing any faults - if I have any. 

I also removing the 
front seats, stripping 
the carpets, and 
hoovering up any 
debris I could find.

• Vacuumed 
the carpets. 

• Power-washed 
the carpets. 

• Used TFR (Traffic 
Film Remover) on 
the carpets.

• Power-washed 
once again.

• Put in the bath 
of ‘Fairy’ washing 
powder along 
with ‘Vanish’ stain 
remover powder. 

• Scrub. Soak. Rinse. 

• Repeat three 
times - that’s how 
dirty they were. 

 

Then a final wash in 
hot water and fabric 
conditioner to 
soften them up.

I used a wet vacuum 
to get most of the 
water out.

Finally they were 
hung to dry. 

I was very pleased 
with final results. 



Anabolic steroids build muscle mass, and more mass increases strength. In car terms,  
this means a bigger engine and more horsepower. But this is not the essence of a  
car’s acceleration, torque is. It’s the pulling strength that gets the mass moving. 

Through turbocharging, the SAAB 9-5’s engine delivers maximum torque and  
medium rpm, the range where most driving takes place. Performance is boosted,  
without bulk. Less becomes more.

    SAAB vs.

Steroids



SAAB extreme 
by Nagy bence



It might well 
be that a 
lot of SAAB 
Enthusiasts 
have never 
heard of the 
Pikes Peak 
International 
hill climb in 
Colorado USA, 
especially those 
in Europe or 
the UK. 

In 1997, SAAB decided to enter an NG 900 
Turbo into the showroom two-wheel-drive 
‘Stock Class’, as they say in America.  
The car, as rumour has it, was a backup car 
for the Talladega Challenge a year earlier,  
that in the end, was never needed. The car 
was to run in standard trim, with only the 
safety additions of a roll cage and racing seats 
with a 5-point harness.

 The ‘Race to the Clouds’ event has been held 
annually since its conception in 1916. The track 
measures 12.42 miles (19.99 km) and has over 
156 turns, climbing 4,720 ft (1,440 m) from 
the start at Mile 7 on Pikes Peak Highway, 
to the finish at 14,115 ft (4,302 m), on grades 
averaging 7.2%. It used to consist of both gravel 
and paved sections, but as of August 2011, 
the highway is now fully paved. As a result, all 
subsequent events will be run on tarmac from 
start to finish. 

SAAB 
900 SE 
“PIKES 
PEAK”
by Alex Rankin

Our car is a 
faithful recreation 
of the original car (other 
than the roll cage and 
seats). Now in the 
ownership and care of 
Tom Donney of the SAAB 
Heritage Museum in 
Sturgess, USA. 

Tommy Butler and I 
intend to use the car to 
take part in UK track 
events while promoting 
SAAB at the same time. 

We have already begun 
to modify the car’s 
suspension, with more 
to follow to include 
better braking ability. 
It’s been a fun project 
so far and something 
a little bit different. 
Something that we hope 
will helpto promote SAAB 
ownership here in the UK 
while having a bit of fun at 
the same time. 



 

Most doctors will admit that one of the most 
common ailments is backache. In fact, statistics 
show that every year in Great Britain  
over 24 million working days are lost  
because of backache.

So, if you’re one of those unfortunate sufferers, and have thought 
of changing your doctor for a second opinion of Terry Moule.    

 Mr. Moule is one of the world’s leading osteopaths and   
  among his clients are such famous sportsmen as Olympic  
    runner Sebastian Coe, footballer Gerry Francis,   
 rugby player Roger Uttley and water skier Mike Hazelwood.  
     All had back complaints, and after therapy guess what Mr.   
     Moule recommended?  A new exercise machine?

No, he recommended that they should all drive a SAAB. He is  
  firmly convinced that it is the most comfortable and  
   anatomically correct driving seat in the automotive world.

   The secret is contained in an elastic lumbar support and 
a distinctly dished deep-sided backrest, that has a special plate to 
protect the delicate neck vertebrae.

It’s a design that wasn’t dreamt up overnight. It came after many 
years of studying the ergonomics of a driver. Examining statistic 
after statistic on drivers’ reach, leg, and body measurements. 

What’s more, the electrically heated seat must receive a warm 
reception on route to a training session on a cold wintry morning. 

Has the SAAB seat helped to relieve the backs of Sebastian 
Coe and Co.? In the opinion of Mr. Moule, definitely yes. 

Of course, we have a sneaky suspicion that they all drive SAABs 
for other reasons too. 

The fact that the boot can take all their gear with a few feet to 
spare must score highly with them. 

They’ll also be surprised how easy it is to carry off all their 
trophies when they fold down the back seat. 

And we know that such fast movers must be impressed with 
the 900 Turbo’s acceleration of 0-60 in 87 seconds. 

In fact, we did ask the osteopath to warn them about the ‘kick’ 
on their first trial run. But we gather they soon got the hang of 
it and learned just how valuable it was when doing something 
they’re all familiar with - overtaking. 

Why don’t you follow in their footsteps and arrange a time to 
see your local SAAB dealer? 

Even if you don’t suffer from backache, we’re sure that what he 
prescribes for you will change your  
ideas on motoring for good. 

.

IF yOU SUFFER  
FROM bACKACHE,  
DON’T CHANgE  
yOUR DOCTOR,  

CHANgE yOUR CAR.

Sometimes even SAAB didn’t 
get their advertising right.
Recreated in homage to SAABs 1980’s  
British advert and it’s terrible typography!

Car featured for this recreation is owned  
by Joep Van Dam.



“... enjoying the snow here in Seattle.  Handles like a champ in these conditions.” 
Jeremiah Arroyo



 
 

 

Feel the Need
In the meantime, I was playing with the idea of 
a completely new project. But I was also too 
fond of the old beast (call of the pride). 

Eventually, thanks to Bat-Auto (my local SAAB 
specialists), we’ve managed to rebuild it from 
the ground up. No aesthetics this time, no 
fun stuff or fancy carbon parts,but a complete 
mechanical service, which ultimately led to a 

new NoobTune plug-in (not a fan of the 
‘stage’ thing, really), delivering good 
power and torque. 

Considering the SAAB is my daily 
driver over my other rides, these 
mandatory works, and specific 
upgrades really changed the car 

this time. Of course, still being a 
project, the 9-3 will evolve again over time: 

the plan is to keep her as tidy as possible for 
years and years to come. 

So, after all the blood, sweat, tears (and 
money), I still love that cosmic blue, that 
quirky feel, those unique lines, and, most 
importantly, I still ‘feel the need... the need 
for speed.’ 

To all my Förfina friends out there: enjoy your 
mad SAABs! And until next time – stay fast! 

Well, where should I start? The last four months have 
been a bit of a pain, to be honest. 

The beloved and Förfina favoured #Bluedevil 
underwent some serious and extensive 
mechanical work. 

Old engine out, and a new engine in. 

We changed pretty much everything from 
pistons to oil sump, camshaft, oil pump, 
hoses, uprated clutch, Mitsubishi turbo, 
water andoil lines, braided brake lines, hand 
brake, and much more! 

Due to the previous oil/engine failure, a 
new motor showed up from Spain (thanks 
chaps), assisted with other parts from UK 
and Ireland (thanks Stuee!). I collected all the 
necessary stuff to recreate a better running 
version of my old SAAB. 

by Riccardo C. Ferdenzi





by Martin Lyons 
 
 
 
 
 

Having began my working life 
straight from school in 1975 at 
Motor Maintenance, a SAAB  
dealership here in Cardiff, 
Wales, as an apprentice panel 

beater. I went on to 
fulfil various 
other roles and 
worked at other 
SAAB  main 
dealers until 
that very sad 
day when our 
beloved brand 
became no 
more. 

Reminiscing
“My years at 
Vixen SAAb 
(87-92) were 
probably 
the best of 
my 37 year 
career with 
SAAb.” 

Unknown to us, 
they had organised 
a local gang of 
Bedouin tribesmen 
to ‘ambush’ our 
train bringing it to 
a halt amid gunfire 
in the middle of the 
desert! They then 
boarded the train 
and ‘kidnapped’ 

one of our group, 
allowing the trainto 
then pull away. 

A short distance 
later,the train stopped, 
and the Bedouin 
tribesmen safely 
delivered their captive 
back to us. 

It was at this oasis in the desert that they 
had organised a pianist, dressed in a tuxedo, 
playing a grand piano, alongside various local 
savouries, and delicacies. 

“It was an 
unbelievable 
and surreal 
experience!”

From body shop repairs, I then took over the 
parts department, where I stayed until the 
demise of that particular dealership. 

I was then contacted in 1987 by a manager 
at SAAB GB, who said there was a new 
dealership opening in Newport, Gwent, and 
they were looking for a SAAB parts person.  
I applied and got the job immediately. 

As part of their employee care packages, SAAB 
GB had various incentive award programmes 
to reward employees who had achieved 
certain status and performance targets. 

It was at this new SAAB dealership, called 
Vixen SAAB, that I qualified for one of 
the many awards throughout my career 
with SAAB. Including numerous trips to 
Sweden and the factory, trips to Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Arizona, and many more. 

This particular award was a trip to Jordanin 
November 1988. At the time, Jordan had 
not hosted anything like this before from a 
world-renowned brand of any kind and so 
were very eager to put on a lavish trip for us, 
which they most certainly did! 

The itinerary 
included a specially 
arranged steam 
train trip along the 
Lawrence of Arabia 
railway on the 
specially chartered 
‘SAAB express’.   
 



On another 
day, we were 
treated to 
Chinook 
helicopter rides 
over the desert 
by the Jordanian 
army. Followed 
by an evening 
of bathing and 
relaxing spent 
on the banks of 
the Dead Sea. 

No trip to Jordan 
could not include 
a visit to the 
ancient city of 
Petra and again 

this was simply amazing. We were taken 
down the narrow ravine on horse back and 
into the main city, which is truly spectacular. 

Our final night in Jordan was at the Amman 
Marriott Hotel where King Hussein of 
Jordan turned up to thank us for choosing his 
country and hoped we had had a great time. 

Thanks to the efforts of him and his country, 
it has remained one of my best lifetime 
experiences. And once again I have our 
beloved SAAB  brand to thank for this. 

It was also at Vixen SAAB  that I moved into 
car sales, a role in which I remained until 
the demise of Vixen SAAB in 1992 and then 
continued with at Cardiff SAAB /Concept 
SAAB in Wales, until that tragic day. Quite a view

by Chris Heist

“Great  
times,  
great  
memories.”



My name is Bertrand and I live 
in Normandy, France, just a 
few kilometres away from the  
D-Day beaches.  
I have been SAAB enthusiast for more than 
25 years. My current SAAB is a 2002 9-3 
Convertible 2.0 turbo SE Anniversary. This 
special version was launched on the occasion 
of the 25th anniversary of the SAAB turbo.  

Back in 1977  SAAB introduced to the 
market the SAAB 99, the first production 
vehicle equipped with a turbo engine. Since 
then the turbo engine has become a part of 
SAAB’s DNA, with other car manufacturers  
followed this little Swedish car maker.  

In general , I’ve always enjoyed cars but 
it’s not the performance or the sports cars 
that attract me . I am rather sensitive to the 
design and the quality of manufacturing. 

Bertrand photos of his stunning SAAB including this photo of his children in the car -  
capturing the moment of how it feels being driven in a SAAB.

Just turn the 
key between 
the front 
seats and go 
for a spin!

When I bought my first  900 coupé  about 25 
years ago, I also drove BMW, but I didn’t like 
its brand image - it was too brash.   

Mercedes were too classic and boring  and  
Audi was not yet the premium brand as we 
know it today.  The other Swedish car maker, 
Volvo, remained attractive to me but the strict 
lined design did not meet my expectations.  

In the end,only  SAAB checked all the boxes . 

A particular but endearing design. A high 
quality of manufacturing. And above all, SAAB 
cars were high-end discreet cars in contrast 
to German options.   

My current SAAB is not my daily, but kept  
for driving on weekends, when the sun shines 
over Normandy beaches. Since then,  
I easily convinced my twin brother to drive  
a SAAB - he commutes every day a SAAB 9-3 
Tid sedan. 

Of course, SAAB has never built the best cars 
in the world but SAAB has always offered 
very endearing cars with unique character. 

It’s always a pleasure for me to turn the key 
between the front seats and go for a spin.   
I don’t have the feeling that I just drive any 
car...... I drive a SAAB.

by bertrand Marinel



Study in Blue
by Trond Sjåstad



Over the past 10 years of 
creating SAAB vs. Scepticism, 
it will have become very clear 
that I have a genuine love for 
all SAABs, but especially Aero 
models and any SAABs that 
have that special something. 

That can be a rare interior, sunroof, Harman  
Kardon audio, air cooled seats or even just 
the perfect set of alloys, but there’s always one 
addition that ultimately rises one SAAB above 
another, and that’s Hirsch Performance.

SAAB vs. all began based around my dream 
Hirsch SAAB, and that great love still inspires 
and motivates me today. I continue to do 
my best to keep creating great SAAB Aero 

builds, to write 
about and share 
them with other 
SAABists, but 
there’s nothing quite 
like being inspired 
by other great 
SAABs from around 
the world and this 
9-3 Aero XWD is 
one of those SAABs.

german perfection
By Paul Petherick 
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk

 
Based in Germany, this beauty was 

purchased back in 2017 by Jan and is 
his fifth SAAB; previously two 9-3 
and two 9-5’s. It’s a 2009 Sportcombi 
and already had a few 
Hirsch parts fitted including 
steering wheel, door 
handles and exhaust. 

But Jan had dreams to 
create a SAAB of a much 

higher level, so he set 
about sourcing many 
more Hirsch parts 
together with others 
to overcome some of 
the known SAAB V6 
heat issues, he fitted 
a DO88 intercooler, 
radiator and pipes to 
overcome those and also a TUV 
approved remap which is now 
running at 325hp / 480nm torque, 
in Jan’s words “All the changes moved 

the car on to a higher level, most importantly 
the stuff around the engine - it is so fresh and 
powerful now, it is a really pleasure to drive 
and sit in.”



Beginning in 
1967, the Sonett 
II represented 
SAAB’s second and 

much more ambitious foray into the 
world of two-seat sports cars. 
The race-winning Model 96 Monte Carlo two-
stroke engine, fitted with three carburettors,  
was standard equipment. 

The fibreglass body was attached to a sheet 
steel frame featuring an integrated roll bar. An 
unusual, one-piece front end hinged completely 
out of the way for easy access to the engine, 
transmission and front suspension components.

Capable of 0-60 mph (100 km/h) acceleration 
times of 12.5 seconds and a top speed of  
100 mph (160 km/h), only 258 Sonett IIs with 
the “Monte Carlo” 60-horsepower two-
stroke engine were built during the two  
years of production. 

A subsequent, more powerful, V4, four-stroke 
version of the Sonett II, distinguished by a 
bulge on the hood to accommodate the taller 
engine, brought more horsepower, more speed and a 
total of 1,868 cars built over the next three years.

SAAB  
SONETT II 

This Sonett was restored by the SAAb Club of New 
England and finished in silver metallic.



by Jay King

Cool



   SAAB vs.Newton
An object set in motion will remain in motion. 

Unless that object is in the cargo bay of the SAAB 9-5 Wagon.  

Cargo Tracks, is a system like those used to secure loads in 
aircraft, run the length of the cargo bay.  In the event of a 
sudden stop, cargo defies inertia. It stays put.

The optional sliding floor, on the other hand, is 
designed to move. It pulls out during unloading. 

You don’t bend in to the car. Your back is 
spared from the painful pull of gravity.

Of course. SAAB cannot rewrite  
Newton’s laws of physics. 

But we can find loopholes. 



I’ve owned this SAAB 99 
two door Turbo since 1997 
– it was my second car and 
moving up from a 1962 948cc 
Morris Minor made it feel like 
something of a rocket ship at 
the time! 
I’ve since been in touch with the original owner 
in the lake district who explained that this is 
very likely the last 99 Turbo sold in the UK 
and probably beyond. He made an enquiry 

to SAAB UK in 1982 to find the remaining 
stock, and found one red and one black car still 
available in the summer of 1982. This car was 
from Guy Sweeten in Preston, UK, a dealer that 
was well known for selling in house designed 
modifications like water injection, but this car 
was sold completely standard. 

It had sat in the showroom for many months, 
and the original owner explained how Guy 
Sweeten steadfastly refused to offer any form 
of discount, despite the car being 2 years old 
at the point it was sold as “new”! Anyway, the 
original owner finally caved in and picked this 

car up on the 1st August 1982 – probably the 
only original 99 Turbo on a UK ‘Y’ registration?

The car was my daily driver for many years, 
but finally taken off the road around 2004 to 
attend to some bodywork issues, but ended up 
doing something more than originally intended! 
5 years later it was back on the road. Given 
that my son was born in 2011 I haven’t had as 
much time to drive and tinker with the car 
as much as I would like and as such i’m still 
attending to a few issues on an ongoing basis. 
Looking forward to enjoying it more as we 
progress towards normality in 2022!

A late  
bloomer
by Andrew Horsley
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Swedish Interior   
    Design

By Paul Petherick 
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk

On each SAAB Aero project 
I’ve done, there’s one part that 
I always find most rewarding; 
the interior refresh. 
The early 9-3 and 9-5 both have beautifully 
designed, intuitive aesthetics, but they’ve also 
proved to be superior quality too, they’ve 
fared well over the past 20 years and with 
patience and hard work can be brought back 
to a seriously nice place to be.

They do of course have their Achilles heal, 
and these from experience are the seat 
bolsters, the dash buttons and screen pixels. 
The soft touch rubberised coating on the 
buttons wears off easily and can also become 
sticky to the touch, I always look out for units 
that have minimal wear, but these are getting 
harder to find now, there are fixes around, 
but originality to me is always key. For the 
9-5 Aero, I’ve managed to source a set of 
new dash units that have excellent buttons 
and also no  missing pixels, they slot in 
beautifully and always help to remind me just 
how exemplary SAAB interior design was.

The seats are always another area of wear, 
mostly on the driver’s bolsters, but if not 
looked after, the entire seat surface can 
become cracked and tired. I’ve found a set 
of sand coloured leather Aero seats from a 
2005 model, these offer more side support 
and comfort and work beautifully in the  
Gen 1, I’ve also added leather trimmed door 

cards from the later model, some minor 
adjustments to the boot and full buttons are 
required, but again, the results really add 
to the overall interior feeling. I’ll be having 
some new leather handle covers made as the 
rubber coating on these too, tend to perish 
and flake off.

I’ve removed the seats and given the carpet 
a good clean, the seats have been cleaned 
and moisturised, and all surfaces treated. I’ve 
added a brand new SAAB Carbon Fibre dash 
and also another beautiful Nappa leather 
steering wheel by TunStyle to finish it all of 
nicely. I’ve even found a set of new, genuine 
SAAB sand coloured carpet mats which 
really do work wonders.



SAAB 96 
RALLY CAR
Immediately recognisable by  
its entirely new back end, 
including large three-quarter 
side windows and a panoramic 
rear windshield, the SAAB 96 
was introduced in 1960 as an 
evolution of the model 93. It 
stayed true to its front-wheel-
drive layout and two-stroke, 
three-cylinder engine

The SAAB 96 immediately became an 
international success in road rallies, 
beating many higher-powered cars, with 
its lightweight agility and poor-weather 
capability. The 96 grabbed one of its first 
overall victories in the prestigious 1960 Royal 
Automobile Club (SAC) rally in Great Britain, 
driven by Erik “On the Roof” Carlsson. 

SAAB went on to win the SAC rally three 
more times. It also took top honours in the 
famous Monte Carlo rally in 1962 and 1963, 
before established giants such as Mercedes- 
Benz, Porsche, and Ford. The Sport model 
of the SAAB 96 was named “Monte Carlo” in 
1965-1968, in honour of this accomplishment. 

Thanks to its timeless design and rugged 
reputation, the SAAB 96 developed an 
extraordinary long-legged career. Joined 
in 1959 by a three-door, three-row station 
wagon called SAAB 95, the series soldiered on 
until 1980 – a life span of almost 33 years since 
the public debut of the 92 prototype. 

This 1960 RAC rally-winning SAAB 96 was 
restored in the early 1990s. 



Can a car compete with a musical composition? The Four Seasons by 

Antomio Vivaldi is as good a test as you will get. Concerto No.1, Spring.  

The top of the SAAB 9-3 Convertible comes down. Summer arrives and calls 

the road to play. The turbo engine proves more than its equal. Fast forward 

to Autumn. An aerodynamic body keeps the wind at bay. Winter come on 

with a vengeance. Front-wheel drive responds. The triple-layer insulated top, 

heated front seats  and heated glass rear window all do their jobs.  

Vivaldi meets his match. Let the music play.

    SAAB vs.Vivaldi



SAAB  
SONETT 
MKIII 
Launched at the 1970 New 
York Auto Show, the third-
generation SAAB Sonett was 
a significantly different car 
from its predecessor. The V-4 
engine was tuned to deliver 
68 horsepower, compensating 
for the increases in size and 
weight of the new car.

In terms of styling, the SAAB Sonett III 
benefited from contributions by the Italian 
designer Sergio Coggiola, featuring bolder 
front and rear sections plus a new interior.  
In the back, the SAAB Sonett III gained a 
hinged rear window, offering easy access to 
the rear luggage compartment.
 
In front, the new treatment included 
manually operated pop-up headlights.  
In addition, features such as air conditioning 
and a floor-mounted transmission shifter 
were added to meet the requests of 
American dealers and customers.

1974 was the last model year for the SAAB 
Sonett, bringing the production total to 
10,236 cars. The final Sonett to leave the 
factory in Arlöv, Sweden was bright yellow. 
It resides in the SAAB Automobile factory 
museum in Trollhättan near Gothenburg,  
on the Swedish West Coast. 
 
This blue 1970 SAAB Sonett III, which was 
fully restored in 2006, features less obtrusive 
front and rear bumpers than later models.



As luck would have it, the project 96 then 
fell in to the capable hands of Stjärnagloss 
as a product show car, and they’ve utterly 
transformed it in to the car it should have 
always been. 

Don’t get me wrong, it’s an extreme build 
and not one for the SAAB purists, but it’s 
now so beautifully executed with even the 
smallest details considered, anyone who 
confesses to love SAAB has got to admire it.

Stjärnagloss 
SAAB 96
A few years ago Neo Brothers created a bespoke SAAB 96 build 
with a B205 engine at its heart. As much as I admired what they’d 
done, it lacked some design details; its rear proportions looked 
awkward, it was an auto gearbox and the interior just wasn’t as 
sharp as it could have been.

I popped over to Bicester Heritage to be a 
part of the wonderfully eclectic Rollhardd 
event and came across this beauty. 

As well as the aggressive bodykit, air 
suspension setup and compomotive wheels, 
look carefully and you’ll see crafted badges, 
gorgeous livery and the beginnings of an 
exceptional interior.

It was sadly about to rain so didn’t get it in the 
best of lights, but the Stjärnagloss products 
were clearly doing their job well with an 
impeccable finish to the car. 

I hope I get a chance to see it in more detail 
again soon, but until then, really blown away by 
the quality of the work on this iconic SAAB 96; 
just another reason to keep on loving the brand.

By Paul Petherick 
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk 



      SAAB vs. the

Candy Bar
Chocolate melts. Sodas get warm. Reasons like 
these are why the SAAB 9-5’s glove compartment 
is refrigerated. By piping a vent directly from the air 
conditioner, this confined area allows the temperature 
to remain at a cool 42oF (5.5oC).
Ultimately this space becomes more functional.  
This is our approach at building cars.  
Make the most of everything. However small.



Labour 
of love
by Dallas Wilson

After a motor & brakes 
rebuild, new suspension 
bushes, interior cleaned, rust 
cut out and the car partially 
painted, my SAAB 99 Turbo 
is back on the road.

I just love it and always 
look forward to a journey 
-Tasmania Australia is packed 
full of fantastic driving roads.



Rear view camera with park assist.
   Helps enhance the view to the rear when parking.  
        The system senses steering angle and displays  
              a virtual image of your direction on the  
 infotainment screen.

Electrically operated tailgate.
Conveniently operated by remote 
control as you approach the car. 
A memory function allows you to 
program a reduced opening height, 
ideal for when the car is in the garage.

The SAAB 9-5 SportCombi was big news if you were looking for a sporty, versatile and spacious car, designed 
with real life safety in mind. A car that you could bring along your family, friends and gear in perfect comfort. 
Take it for a spin and the turbo genes. The behind-the-wheel experience is exceptional. The cockpit wraps 
around you; and as you drive, you’ll easily forget all the space the surrounds you. It’s just you and the car.

Driving 
excitement.
  With room for much more.

Fresh interior.
With new materials, structures and colour combinations, the  
SAAB 9-5 SportsCombi interior was designed to highlight the sense  
of integrity and spaciousness. 

SAAb Infotainment Navigation.
The voice controlled and easy to use system offers outstanding 
capability when it comes to entertainment, navigation and 
communication. It features an 8” colour touchscreen, 10GB hard 
drive for music and AUX and USB connections.

DriveSense.
Twist a control knob to choose between Comfort, Intelligent 
and Sport settings. DriveSense monitors the car’s handling 
and the driver’s actions. In Sport mode, it adjusts suspension, 
steering, engine, automatic transmission and SAAB XWD 
torque distribution for maximin agility.

The cockpit.
In the driver’s cockpit, everything is designed around you.  
The instrument panel and centre console are angled and 
curved. All the functions you use frequently while driving are 
in front of you or around the steering wheel. Take just one 
look at the aircraft-inspired instruments and you’ll clearly 
sense our purpose.

Turbocharged engine.
The new SAAB SportsCombi  
features a turbocharged  
engine that delivers excellent  
mid-range torque for rapid  
acceleration when overtaking.

The SAAB 9-5 SportCombi, the car that never was.



When one 
SAAB is never 
enough
Photo and cars by Duncan Edwards



SAAB on the beach
Bought in Romania from a SAAB dealer in 
Oradea. I am the second owner, the car is a 
SAAB 93 Aero xwd 2.0 and has 147,000 km. 
It is my third SAAB in my collection. 

By Robert Cirstea

The photos were taken in 
Greece on holiday this year - 
no vacation without the SAAB.



SAAB 
99 
The SAAB 99 
debuted in 1967, 
the same year that 
Sweden changed 
from driving on the 
left to the right side 
of the road. The 99 
was a step up from 
the successful 92-96 
series, and only 
the second totally 
new passenger 
car from SAAB 
since it entered 
the automotive 
business. 

Designer Sixten Sason created a larger and 
more comfortable vehicle package, including 
room for a four-cylinder/four-stroke engine - a 
significant departure from anything SAAB had 
built to date.

 The new powertrain layout was unusual, 
as well. The longitudinally mounted engine 
was put on top of the four-speed manual 
transmission with the clutch assembly toward 
the front and tilted 45 degrees to achieve 
a low hood height, offering the driver and 
passenger exceptional visibility of the road. 
The low hood, hinged at the front, lifted away 
from the panoramic windshield, opening wide 
to offer exceptional access to the engine bay. 

The entire design of the SAAB 99 resulted 
in a highly original, modern and extremely 
efficient aerodynamic shape. The combination 
with the new engine, front-wheel drive and 
broad-shouldered stance helped the 99 earn 
an enviable reputation for precision handling. 
SAAB’s knack for aircraft-inspired safety 
features was reflected in the position of the 
ignition key: between the front seats, a first in 
the 99, which would become a SAAB hallmark 
for decades to come. 

Like its predecessor, the sturdy and economical 
99 proved to be another SAAB long-distance 
runner. The car remained in production in 
a variety of body styles until 1987, and was 
further developed to provide the foundation for 
the SAAB 900, introduced in 1978.



1.8t
150hp/240Nm
Top speed, km/h 205
0-100 km/h, sec 10.5
80-120 km/h, sec 17.5

The powerful 
difference.
 

SAAB revolutionised turbo technology.  

Try any SAAB 9-3 convertible engine and experience the perfection of turbo power.  
What you get is a fuel efficient engine that responds when necessary with the inspiring  
performance of a far larger engine. 

The new advanced 180 hp TTiD turbodiesel is a perfect example.  
It delivers a massive 400Mn of torque, when mated to the manual six speed transmission. 

We call it ‘rightsizing’ - efficient use of energy with a surprisingly powerful result.

2.0t
175hp/265Nm
Top speed, km/h 215
0-100 km/h, sec 9.0
80-120 km/h, sec 12.5

2.0 Turbo
210hp/300Nm
Top speed, km/h 230
0-100 km/h, sec 8.0
80-120 km/h, sec 11.5

2.8 v6 Turbo
255hp/350Nm
Top speed, km/h 245
0-100 km/h, sec 7.2
80-120 km/h, sec 8.6

1.9 TiD
150hp/320Nm
Top speed, km/h 200
0-100 km/h, sec 10.4
80-120 km/h, sec 11.0

Aero/1.9 TTiD
180hp/400Nm
Top speed, km/h 220
0-100 km/h, sec 9.1
80-120 km/h, sec 9.1

1.8t bioPower
175hp/265Nm
Top speed, km/h 215
0-100 km/h, sec 8.9
80-120 km/h, sec 15.9

1.9 TiD
150hp/320Nm
Top speed, km/h 200
0-100 km/h, sec 10.4
80-120 km/h, sec 11.0

2.0t bioPower
200hp/300Nm
Top speed, km/h 225
0-100 km/h, sec 8.2
80-120 km/h, sec 11.2



Night 
moves
   By Paul Sutherland Reay-Smith



I decide to take another stab at 
the terrible after market wiring.
I got most of it stripped out, 
but now I am just left with 
a puzzled look on my face, 
as I seem to have a return 
on the central locking 
mechanism which goes 
nowhere. But determined 
to move on, I removed the 
dash insert and started to 
consider replacing it with 
my carbon facia and exactly 
how I’m going to fit it.

I was not surprised to see 
that the air vent housings 
were missing all their foam 
seals, which disintegrated 
to dust over time.

Moving on, I got the new passenger door up on the 
work bench, ready to strip it down and relieve it of 
it’s parts ready for the T16 items. 

I also stripped the old T16s door to a shell ready 
to go back into storage. I may use parts from it to 
make a repair in my new door, just so it’s perfect .

After all the effort on the mechanism, the drivers 
window couldn’t be any better - it is literally like 
new - I’m so pleased. 

Despite all the issues, the car starts on the button 
every time, even though it’s got an exhaust 
manifold leak.

So that’s it for this instalment I hoovered the car out 
again and now I need to tidy the work bench as I’ve 
got stuff everywhere! 

by Nathan blackmore
 

Part Four

Resurrection



If you told me that in 2020, I 
would purchase a sad state of 
a non-running SAAB  99 EMS 
that was said to have sat for 
three years after overheating 
and failing smog, I would 
simply laugh in your face. 
 
Yet here I am, almost a year removed, up to 
$6,000 in parts and repairs, with a registered, 
smogged, running and driving rally car turning 
heads on every block.

It was the rarity of this 1978, one year Combi 
Coupe edition of the EMS that sucked me 
in. It was the history of the car being in 
possession of legendary SAAB  mechanic 
Walter Wong for fifteen years that drew 
appeal. This was not a barn-find mind you; 
it was a well-known “workhorse” around 
the streets of Los Angeles towing SAAB  
parts and other gizmos. Original custom 
plates since it’s original owner, the car wears 
“DRAKEN” meaning Dragon in Swedish. 

I’ve learned to embrace it’s survivor patina and 
have added a few OEM SAAB  accessories, 
like a roof basket shipped from Sweden, to 
only amplify it’s Swedish roots. However, 
the car is also a hybrid of many classic 
900 parts both mechanically and 
aesthetically. It’s dressed with 
the later nineties SAAB  third 
brake light louvres and mud 
flaps from a 96/95. 

In the past two weeks, the 
170,000 mile hatchback 
stretched it’s legs more than 
it has in over three years as 
I attended Big Euro SoCal 
2021 representing the only 
SAAB  of 600+ European cars as 
well as a SAAB  meet only 5 days 
later hugging turns on the Angeles 
Crest highway.  

In my experience driving 93’s, 95’s,  
OG & NG 900’s to 9000’s, I’ve never quite 
driven a car that runs, feels, sounds and 
smells like an oversized Go-Kart. We’ve 
had eighteen SAAB s in our family over 3 
generations. And you know what’s funny? 
The first purchase was a Cardinal Red 99 by 
my grandfather fresh off the lot. Here we are, 
full circle, with restoring the Draken.

Restoring 
the Draken by Ryan J. Walters



The SAAB 9-X BioHybrid 
concept was a vivid vision of 
what a future compact car 
from SAAB could look like. 
It was designed to reflect 
the priorities of customers 
who seek progressive looks, 
responsible performance and 
high-tech communications, all in 
a sporty, fun-to-drive package. 

Ahead of the curve



Exploring design themes from SAAB’s award-
winning Aero X and earlier 9X concepts, the 
9-X BioHybrid demonstrated the potential 
for ultra-efficient power from a 200 hp (147 
kW), 1.4-litre BioPower turbo engine backed 
by GM’s next-generation Hybrid system with 
a projected combined cycle CO2 emissions 
of just 105 g/km on E85 fuel.

With its ‘turbine’ wheels placed at all four 
corners, minimal bodywork overhangs and 
an extended roof line, the proportions of the 

three-door SAAB 9-X BioHybrid brought 
a dynamic, new dimension to conventional 
compact ‘hatchback’ looks. 

The smooth 
‘fuselage’ bodywork, 
without any visible 
handles or door 
mirrors, the bold 
‘wraparound’ 
window graphic and 
deep front grille are 
all themes inspired 
by the Aero X coupé 
concept first shown 
at Geneva.

Echoing SAAB’s roots in aircraft design, the 
9-X BioHybrid also explored the potential 
for using active aerodynamics to reduce drag 
– and fuel consumption – at cruising speeds. 
Above 70 kph (43 mph), the upper and lower 
bodywork is reshaped as the roof spoiler 
automatically extends to further lengthen 
the roof line and an underbody diffuser is 
deployed from the bottom  
of the rear bumper. 

The four-seater cabin introduced an entirely 
new execution of SAAB’s driver-focused 
cockpit design. The central, floor-mounted 
console, with its angled controls and 

displays, was eliminated. Instead, 
the driver- focused layout 
incorporates a main instrument 
panel that sweeps out from 
the top of the door moulding, 
arching across the driver. The 
embedded 3-D graphics appear 
to be ‘frozen’ in ice, continuing a 
Scandinavian design theme first 
seen in the Aero X.

Reflecting the needs of customers, who 
expect easy access to multi-media both 
inside and outside the car, SAAB has co-
operated with Sony Ericsson in providing 

seamless in-car connectivity for a range 
of nomadic devices. The result is 
a wireless interface for streaming 
data, entertainment and satellite 
navigation functions for display and 
use. The interface also allows the 
simultaneous use of multiple devices 
when passengers are in the car.

At the rear, the cargo deck features an 
electrically-powered slide-out floor, which 
is activated when the bottom half of the 
split tailgate drops down  The floor, and the 
back of the folding rear seats, is covered by 
‘high friction’ rubber carpeting, which ‘grips’ 
items and holds them securely in place. For 
easy loading and unloading, aluminium bars 
automatically rise up and down as the 
tailgate is opened and closed.

The treatment of light is 
an important part of 
Scandinavian 

design and this is evident in the use of 
variable, white ambient lighting inside the 
cabin. The level of suffused illumination can 
be changed in intensity from bright, cold to 
warm and soft. It’s a personalized feature that 
could even be programmed, for example, to 
reflect the pattern of the changing seasons 



SAAB  
99 Turbo
 

Making its world debut  
at the Frankfurt Auto  
Show in September 1977,  
the SAAB 99 Turbo instantly 
became one of the most  
emblematic cars in SAAB’s 
history. The launch car, 
finished in a unique Pearl 
White, is part of the SAAB 
AB factory collection in 
Trollhättan, Sweden.



The four-cylinder 2.0L Turbo engine offered 
135 horsepower, compared to 115 for the 
standard engine. However, torque was 
increased dramatically. 

SAAB was first to offer a turbo tuned for 
low-speed torque in a sedan for daily driving, 
as opposed to high-speed power in a pure 
sports car such as the Porsche 911.  A four-
speed manual transmission was standard.  

Despite mostly understated exterior colours, 
each 99 Turbo was immediately recognizable 
by the specific “Inca” alloy wheels, front 
air dam, rear spoiler, interior upholstery, 
instrumentation and steering wheel. 

SAAB avoided problems previously 
encountered in turbocharging carburetted 
engines by providing electronically controlled 
port fuel injection on the 99 Turbo. Emissions 

were controlled with one of the first 
“closed loop” catalyst systems controlled 
by an oxygen sensor. 

A total of 10,607 SAAB 99 Turbo vehicles 
were produced, starting with 100 test fleet 
cars in 1977 and continuing through 1982

It was offered in two-door for World Rally 
Championship homologation certification, 

three-door and very few five-door body 
styles in Europe. 

The 99 Turbo three-door hatchback was 
offered in the United States only during 
the 1978 model year, available in Black, 
Cardinal Red, Grey and Silver. 

After an imported total of 4,233 cars, the 
99 Turbo was replaced in 1979 by the  
larger SAAB 900 Turbo.



  SAAB vs. Helliborus

Orientalis
The flower catches your eye. Lovely. The pollen catches 
your nose. Allergy. In anticipation, the SAAB 9-5’s venti-
lation system is equipped with and electrostatic filter. It 
eliminates airborne particles as small as 0.004mm. It also 
maintains a slightly positive pressure inside the cabin, 
preventing unfiltered air outside from sneaking in by 
other means. Curious, isn’t it? A filter that keeps nature 
from polluting the car.



Sitting on 
the dock of  
the bay By Erik Dahl



The 
legendary 
Viggen 
rescue kit by 
Abbott was 
also fitted 
together 
with new 
Bilstein 
B8 shocks 
and Eibach 
springs, new bushes, new arms, front 
discs and pads and finished off with the 
beautiful classic Hirsch 18” rims.

Whilst all of this work was going on, I happened to find one of 
the rarest parts I’ve ever come across, a genuine Hirsch carbon 
dashboard and leather covered centre console which  
together, have absolutely perfected the already  
special interior.

I’ve noticed the speakers 
aren’t good and might need 
replacing, I’m also moving 
towards a 3” downpipe and 
stainless exhaust so I can 
give it a stage 3 remap, but 
other than that, this is almost 
perfection in my eyes, this 
one just might be a little 
harder to let go of.

The 9-3 Monte Carlo is a rare Saab indeed, 
rumour has it that only 195 were released 
worldwide. 

There were 3 and 5 door versions, but 
the coupe has to be the chosen one 
with its HOT B204R T5 engine, stunning 
interior that’s inspired by the iconic 9000 
Aero interior by Recaro, and of course 
the shear beauty of form; extended 
doors, large rear side glazing and the 
timeless curves.

It’s a Saab that I’d been looking for for 
an exceptionally long time and finally, 
one showed up that was hard to resist. 
Having been stored for more than 10 
years, it’s bodywork is near on perfect 
with none of the rust these early 9-3 are 
beginning to suffer, what’s more it had 

only covered 73,000 miles, was a manual 
and had an interior that’s as close to new 
as you can possibly get.

Early signs were fantastic, it drove 
beautifully, smelled like a proper Saab 
(those who know will know) and truly 
didn’t have a mark on it. But of course 
with any 20 year old car, not everything 
can be right and after a full and thorough 
inspection, we discovered the obligatory 
split bulkhead had happened, so the 
work began.

The engine was totally removed, all signs 
of associated corrosion addressed, the 
bulkhead repair kit fitted and welded and the entire area rustproofed 
and resealed. Whilst the engine was out, we took the opportunity 
to fit a new Viggen clutch and Abbott Racing lightweight flywheel, 

drop the sump for 
good measure and 
generally replace 
anything that might 
need doing in the 
future together 
with a 250hp remap 
by Noob Tune.

SAAB 9-3  
Monte Carlo

By Paul Petherick 
http://SAABvsscepticism.co.uk



There are two ways to confront whiplash. Before it happens.  
Or after.  We all know the consequences of after. SAAB focussed 
on before.  For the SAAB 9-5 we designed SAHR, the world’s 
first active head restraint system. In a rear-end collision, the head 
restraint moves upwards and forwards, catching the head before 
forces thrust it backwards. The risk of whiplash injury is greatly 
reduced. Chiropractors don’t need any more customers.

    SAAB vs. theChiropractor



SAAB 99 at the 99
Photo by Jon King



Now registered in 
the official Italian 
ASI (which stands 
for: “AutoMotoClub 
storico italiano”), my 
SAAB now part of 
the car history thanks 
to the meticulous work 
done by me, myself, my good 
friends and Bat-Auto (Turin SAAB specialists) 
during the last couple of years, including 
a total engine rebuild (all the specs are 

featured in this year book), freshly painted 
bumpers/bumper trims, Heko custom wind 
deflectors, new set of tyres and some 
minor cosmetics. Plus, it’s now part 
of the great SaabWay Club Italia, the 
official club/forum of our beloved 
Swedish brand. 

It seems a mandatory choice 
to have it registered in both 
associations, as I program to 
meticulously work on it right now as we 

My 21+ years old SAAB, the cosmic-painted  
‘Blue Devil’ has now become an historical vehicle. 

speak! On the other hand, a project car is 
never really ‘finished’, even more if it’s your 
favourite daily. 

What are 
the practical 
differences 
between new 
vehicles and 
historical 
ones? Well, 
as part of the legendary ASI family, the SAAB 
will have some well-deserved cost reductions 
for what concerns annual taxes/insurance, 
plus some reserved bonus like aesthetic 
plates and gadgets.

I’m looking forward to share some more 
tasty news with you all in the next few 
months, as I am currently finishing up my 
first SAAB-related book called “THE SAAB: 
Turbo Life”, which I hope it will find a 
good home and a capable editor as soon as 
possible.  See ya!

RCF 
Riccardo C. Ferdenzi

“All Hail 
the Elders”



I think therefore I am slower. I feel therefore I am faster. Sensory cues are designed into a SAAB 9-5 to enhance 

driver/car interaction. The centre of gravity is near the driver’s hips, where the body first detects lateral 

movement. Tactile sensations of the road are intentionally not filtered out of the steering system. Control 

becomes intuitive. Driving becomes safer and more enjoyable. Car and driver are one.

  SAAB vs. Descartes



SAAB  
900 Turbo 
Convertible
The idea for a SAAB 
convertible, now an 
automotive icon around 
the world, first took hold 
in the United States. After 
convertibles had disappeared 
from the American 
marketplace in the early 1980s, 
SAAB USA President Bob 
Sinclair realised there was a 
tremendous market niche to 
be refilled. 

While the popular hatchback SAAB 
900 was not suitable for conversion, 
a limited run of two-door 900 sedans 
with conventional trunks and steel roofs 
sparked Sinclair’s interest.

American Sunroof Corp. was 
commissioned to create a soft-top, four-
seat SAAB 900 Convertible based on the 
two-door sedan. A pearl white prototype 
was unveiled at the 1983 Frankfurt Auto 
Show as a design study. Overwhelming 
media response and consumer interest 
left SAAB with no choice but to gear up 
for production.

The first SAAB Convertibles, produced in 
the spring of 1986 exclusively for the U.S. 
market were a limited run of 400 16-valve 
SAAB Turbos.

The 1987 model, now featuring a more 
sloping front end, was 
sold out long 
before its 
production 
began, and 
1989 models 
were 
already 
being 
ordered 
in the 
Autumn of 1986.  

Overall, almost 49,000 
first-generation SAAB 
Convertibles were 
sold between 
1987 and 1993 
– an average of 
7,000 units a year, 
or 14 percent of all 
SAAB 900 production.  

This incredible demand kept the Valmet 
assembly plant in Uusikaupunki, Finland 
working at full capacity. 



SAAB surprised the world in mid-1984 with 
the all-new 9000. Initially available only as a 
5-door hatchback with the powerful turbo 
16-valve engine, it was the most luxurious and 

roomiest SAAB ever built.

  Given the shortage of funding for such an 
ambitious engineering project, SAAB joined 
forces with the Fiat group of Italy for the joint 
development of a range of luxury vehicles, which 
also included the Lancia Thema, Fiat Croma and 
Alfa Romeo 164. 

Though the SAAB 9000 immediately captured 
the attention of the press and public, there were 
also questions about the long-term reliability 

and durability of the new car. 

SAAB’s answer was called “The Long Run.” 
In 1986, three SAAB 9000 Turbo vehicles 
were randomly chosen at the assembly line 

in Sweden by the Federation Internationale 
de L’Automobile, the world’s sanctioning body 

for record runs. 

The cars were sent to a famous American race track, Talladega 
Motor Speedway in Alabama, to show the world how fast and how 
long a standard SAAB 9000 Turbo could go.

With members of the automotive press participating in the driving, 
SAAB set 12 international or world speed records at Talladega. One 
9000 Turbo averaged more than 132 mph (210 km/h) while rolling up 
100,000 kilometers (60,000 miles) – roughly the equivalent of three 
trips around the world. With all three cars finishing in fine running 
condition, the 9000 demonstrated the stamina and staying power of 
a true SAAB.

 

SAAB 9000 Turbo  
“Talladega - The Long Run”



So perfect
Photo by Andy Hutzel



I have had over fifteen SAABs in my lifetime. 
From my first SAAB EMS 900 when I was 
in my 20s, to my current revived passion - 
to resurrect worthy but scrapped SAABs 
from the wrecking yards here in New South 
Wales, Australia, with the plan to give them 
all a second life. 

Each pre-owned SAAB can present its 
challenges, which is part of the fun of owning 
them. I have saved this blue 4-door SAAB 
Viggen, which had side and front damage 

And as for the SAAB 93 convertible, this had 
front-end damage and a bad roof. Both of 
which were repaired and rerigged. 

I currently still own the SAAB Viggen, and an 
Aero, along with a 93 NG, a 93 Aero V6, and 
another SAAB 95 Aero that I am working on. 
But of course, the best part is enjoying the 
thrill of driving these amazing cars. 

Lee Rushworth

following an accident. The photo shows the 
day I acquired the car from an interstate 
fellow SAAB guy and how it looks today. 

As well as bodywork repairs, I have also 
saved this silver SAAB 93 OG Aero, which 
had a blown engine and broken gearbox. 
After some detective work, I sourced a 
replacement engine and gearbox from 
another Aero that I bought from a salvage 
yard auction. 

Saving SAABs
I have had over fifteen SAABs in my lifetime. From my first SAAB EMS 900 in my 
20s to my current revived passion - to resurrect worthy but scrapped SAABs 
from the wrecking yards here in New South Wales, Australia. 



 

SAAB 9000 Aero
Photo by Maciek Fidos from Poland.



The original show car had a Pearl White exterior, a lavish Colorado 
Red leather interior, and was called Turbo 16 Aero, courtesy of the 
ground effects-enhancing front spoiler, flat three-spoke aluminium 
wheels, and side skirts developed in cooperation with the MIRA wind 
tunnels in the United Kingdom. 

After objections from General Motors, which was not affiliated with 
SAAB and owned the Aero name at the time, the car was relabelled 
as a Turbo 16S in Europe and as an SPG in North America. . 

 

Between 1985 and 1991, more than 
7,600 SPGs came to the United States, 
all three-door hatchbacks and fitted 
with a five-speed manual transmission. 
Combined mostly with Buffalo (dark) 
Grey leather interiors, the exterior 
colour choice was limited to Black, 
Edwardian Grey, Beryl Green (1991 
only), and Talladega Red, which became 
available for the last two model years. 

The SPG (Special Performance Group) model is the technological 
and emotional pinnacle of the classic 900 portfolio. It debuted at the 
Brussels auto show in January 1984 as a banner vehicle for SAAB’s 
next boost in the development of its highly successful turbocharged 
engine. Power increased to 175 horsepower, thanks  
to the application of an intercooler plus an entirely  
new cylinder head with 16 valves and two overhead  
camshafts. Sharp handling was ensured by a lowered  
chassis that included front and rear stabiliser bars.  

SAAB 900 
Launched in 1978 as a sensible 
evolution from the seminal 99, 
the first-generation SAAB 900 
lasted until 1993. With almost 
909,000 built, the 900 is still 
the most-produced SAAB – 
and widely regarded as one of 
the most charismatic. 



These stunning photos were taken by Jon Hollon, from Georgia in the USA.



Fortunately, I got some help from Ákos, who is the President of the 
only official SAAB Association here in Hungary, and from Peter from 
Slovakia, with his vast SAAB knowledge. So a special thanks to them! 

The book contains lots of facts and some interesting stories, along 
with information on limited and special models. Where I could, I used 
my own photographs to present the content. 

It’s a limited edition of 100 with the name of every owner and a serial 
number of books signed in it, so very personal too. When the copies 
were delivered, I felt proud I could hold the results of all that hard 
work in my hands. 

This book has been so successful it has since sold out! 
 

By Marika Száraz-Szabó 

This is a 200-page book about SAAB and its history. Why did I do it? Because we 
didn’t have any kind of SAAB publication in Hungarian at all, and that gave me the 
idea to write one. It was a lot of work and involved a huge amount of research! 

A labour of love



A turbocharger is placed on one side of the engine.  
Conventional balance is upset. And the world’s first asymmetrically 
turbocharges V6 is born. Unique in the realm of V6s. Exclusive to the 
SAAB 9-5. The goal was to design a 3 litre engine both powerful and 
efficient. By channelling exhaust gases from 3 cylinders to boost six, 
torque was maximised in a lighter engine. Acceleration is quick and 
smooth. Power is abundant. Ironically, balance is achieved.

  SAAB vs. Symmetry



The 9-3 and 9-5 are equally desirable and 
have seen asking prices increase recently. The 
9000 is finally getting some of the attention 
it deserves, and any model boasting ‘Aero’, is 
commanding even more of a premium. 

As I’ve continued to source, rescue, drive and 
enjoy many SAAB Aeros, one has consistently 
surpassed my expectations; the 1st and 
2nd generation 9-5 Aeros. They’ve proved 
themselves to be not only exceptionally reliable 

others, I can’t help but think how important it is 
to maintain our SAABs. After all, they won’t be 
crafting any new cars, so what we have now is 
what we’ve got. 

Being somewhat of a collector has allowed me 
to compare my SAABs with plenty of other 
marques. I currently own several, and I find it 
reassuring that I’ll happily choose the SAABs 
over any of them, and I will continue to look 
after them for as long as I can. 

and an absolute joy to drive, but with minor 
work to the handling, these SAABs can also 
outshine many modern cars for comfort, 
style, and performance. When looked 
after, they show little sign of wear. And in 
comparison to other modernclassics, such as 
the Mercedes W124 and BMW E39, they are 
in many ways better. 

As new cars quickly change to alternative 
modes of fuel, be it electricity, hydrogen, or 

Reassuringly 
Reassuring 

This will hopefully help to keep more SAABs 
maintained as they should be. And ultimately, 
keep more of them on the roads for the future. 

It’s been ten years now since SAAB 
manufactured a single car, yet their desirability 
doesn’t seem to have been lost. There are 
ones that have always been universally 
praised, of course, the classic 900, for 
instance, but what’s reassuring is the appetite 
for other, later model SAABs too.

As the years pass, we watch 
our SAABs getting older. I find it 
reassuring that there seems to have 
been a real surge of interest in the 
brand of late; people are becoming 
more aware of their innovation, 
beauty, and longevity. 

by Paul Petherick    http://saabvsscepticism.co.uk



Picture 
perfect?



The SAAB 9-3 Convertible ‘20 Years Edition’ 
was distinguished by its unique Electric Blue 
metallic paint with matching blue inserts in 
the parchment leather interior, and special 
double five-spoke 17-inch alloy wheels. In 
addition to the regular black top, a dark blue  
      cloth option was offered for the first time  
                in the new 9-3 Convertible. 

Based on Aero specifications, with a lowered 
sports-tuned chassis, SAAB’s top-of-the-line 
model was powered by the 250-horsepower, 
2.8L V-6 turbo engine. New for 2006, it was 
named one of the “10 Best Engines” by the 
editors of Ward’s. 

Destined to become a prized possession 
for SAAB collectors, the ‘20 Years Edition’ 
was limited to 412 convertibles for the U.S. 
market, with the anniversary logo and serial  
 number, engraved on the driver’s  
  side rear window. 

           This SAAB is the  
              first off the  
               assembly Line. 

SAAB 9-3 
Convertible

SAAB celebrated two 
decades of convertible 
sales success with a 
special anniversary 
model, the SAAB 9-3 
Convertible “20 Years 
Edition,” in the country 
where the story began.

The concept of a practical ‘four-season, 
four-seater’ soft-top was pioneered by 
SAAB when it launched the first  
SAAB 900 Convertible in the  
United States in January 1986. 

A limited production run of 
400 units, with a 175-horse  
power, 2.0-litre turbo  
engine was an immediate  
success. The following  
year, the SAAB  
Convertible was taken  
into full global production. 

After more than  
240,000 SAAB  
Convertibles had  
been produced, 
the 9-3 ‘20 Years  
Edition’ Convertible  
debuted at the  
Los Angeles Auto  
Show in January 2006. 
It was presented as the  
latest expression of an 
iconic car, combining  
Scandinavian design and spirited  
performance with surprising functionality  
– the core appeal of the SAAB brand. 



The SAAB 900 Safari was  
an idea back in 1981. One was  
built at the factory, and then two more were 
built by Nilsson Special Vehicles.  
It never made it to production.

     The EV-1 was a fully functional  
car for the future based on the 900 Turbo. 
You may have noticed she starred in the film 
Back to the Future.

In 2006 the SAAB 
Aero X was 

presented to 
the world at 
the Geneva 
Motor Show 
and won two 

awards. Many 
of the design 

cues made it into 
production but not 
the opening canopy.

The  
2017  
NEVS 9-3  
turbo prototype  
was heading for production before 
everything sadly went wrong. Painted in the 
same Cardinal red paint that was also used 
on the 99 turbo of the 70’s.

My little SAABs
By Robin Morley

I have always had a passion in collecting 1:43 scale cars, vans, and trucks and would 
try to buy a model of the car I was driving.

I got my first SAAB 
and model to 
match, my interest 
grew, and I wanted 
to try and collect all 
the SAABs available. 
 

I now have near in 100 little SAABs. They are easier to store and keep than their full size buddies! Here are a few of the 
SAAB concept models in 1:43rd scale.

UrSAAB was one of SAABs first concepts, 
and it’s been nicely modelled here.

The Cathertina (shown here in red) was 
designed by Sixten Sason in 1964. Sason’s 
design included a removable Targa top, which 
was uncommon at the time.

The Quantum of 1962 (shown here in 
cream) is one of two ever made. The SAAB 
Quantum was built in the USA with the 
earliest cars using a SAAB 93 two-stroke 

engine, transmissions, and suspension. The 
later cars used SAABS 96 drivetrains and also 
their suspension parts.



  SAAB vs. Oxygen Bars
We all need a little air. Not recycled office air. Not aeroplane air.  
Real air. The trendy thing to do? Go to an oxygen bar. They are 
springing up from Tokyo to New York. Sit back, plug in the canister 
and try to relax as you breathe in oxygen, with a twist of lemon.

Or you can simply lower the top of your turbocharged  
SAAB 9-3 convertible. And drive.

Feel the road under your wheels. Take in the sky overhead.  
Wind your way to where the air is fresh. 

What will it be today? Mountain, country or ocean.



         Here is my 2000 SAAB 9-5 2.3t which was  
 definitely in need of some TLC. 
            Thankfully, at only $600 USD, the price reflected that fact. My first SAAB 
was a 1989 900 Turbo 5 speed with 127,000 miles, which stays in the garage all winter. 

 After quickly falling in love with that driving experience, I wanted to be able to SAAB   
  year-round, and the OG 9-5 wagon fits the bill.  The plan is to get it back to good  
 health and then upgrade the turbo and ECU for a bit more power.

Kyle Gilkeson

My all year round  
car is another SAAB



One flies. One drives. Both carry very bog loads. The C130 
Hercules has load-fixation rails that keep large and small objects 
from shifting in flight. Cargo Tracks in the SAAB 9-5 Wagon do 
the same on the road. An optional sliding floor makes the SAAB 
easier to load and unload.

Four turbo props drag the massive Hercules in to the air.  
A turbocharged engine makes the SAAB 9-6 Wagon quick  
and nimble to drive. 

Now. Guess which one is more aerodynamic?

   SAAB vs. Hercules



But clouds loomed on the horizon as several European competitors 
announced new premium compact products, threatening to undercut 
the 9-3’s market position. 

Lacking a homegrown answer, SAAB found a suitable product solution 
by creating the 9-2X. It was produced for SAAB by GM’s strategic 
alliance partner, Fuji Heavy Industries of Japan, with exterior and 
interior styling, chassis development, and overall refinement done by 
SAAB in Sweden. 

Being the first-ever SAAB to offer all-wheel-drive (AWD) as standard 
equipment, the 9-2X debuted in the United States and Canada in 
the summer of 2004. It was available in two versions. The latter was 

directly recognizable by a more aggressive front fascia, plus a 
functional air intake on the hood. 

The 9-2X attracted a passionate following, 
consisting mostly of young customers who were 

new to the SAAB family. The car also won 
important awards and recognitions. 

It received the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety’s “Top Safety Pick” Gold 
Award (along with the SAAB 9-3) for its 
outstanding crash test performance. 
Consumer reports named the 
9-2X (along with the SAAB 9-5) a 
“Recommended Buy.” 

SAAB sold nearly 10,300 9-2Xs. 
When GM and Fuji Heavy Industries 
dissolved their partnership, 
production of the SAAB 9-2X came 
to an end in 2006. 

This smoke silver metallic 9-2X Aero 
served as a long-term test car with 
Los Angeles-based European Car 
Magazine, which provided the car with 

several enhancements and upgrades. 

SAAB 9-2X
 

Following the successful launch of the entirely new 9-3 Sport 
Sedan, SAAB set an all-time sales record in the 
United States in 2003. 



When one SAAB simply isn’t enough
Photo by Rolf Asbjørn Haugmo



This model of SAAb was based on the 
99 Finlanda. It made it first appearance 
in 1977, as a stretched 99 with an extra 
window in the b-pillar.

This sedan also had stretched doors, 
like the 900 Finlandia. For reasons no 
one knows, the name ‘Finlandia’ was 
dropped.

Also, it has never been established 
what ‘CD’ stands for. There has 
been suggestions it stands for Corps 
Diplomatique or Classic Design. 

https://saab900cdregister.com  
 

The SAAb shown here was once owned 
by Steve Andrews. It now resides 
restored in germany.

What’s a CD?
The SAAb 900 Finlandia is a very rare, extended ‘high executive’ 
five door combi coupé of the SAAb 900 model, built by valmet in 
Uusikaupunkii, Finland.



When  
one is  
not enough
by Adam Singh

My SAAB 900 Convertible has been off the road for many years, as 
the previous owner placed it into dry storage, where it remained 
until I recommissioned it. It’s in time warp condition with a cigarette 
lighter, spare wheel, and tools never used, and it was fitted with a 
factory Carlsson body kit from new. 

This is the matching twin to my 900 Carlsson, so I called them  
the Carlsson twins! 



Chilly 
Colorado
by bruce A. Gómez



The exciting BioPower 100 Concept 
brings SAAB’s technology to a new level 
by showing the true potential of combining 
turbocharging and sophisticated engine 
management with pure bioethanol fuel.  
It is one of the best examples that greener 
motoring can also mean sportier driving. 

At the heart of the SAAB BioPower 
100 Concept is a modified version of 
a 2.0-litre turbo production gasoline 
engine from the current SAAB 9-5 range, 
which in standard specification gives a 
peak power of 150 horsepower. A test 
and development program – involving 
modifications to the engine management 
system and internal components – now 
enables it to exploit the high-octane 
benefits of E100 fuel by using a higher 
compression ratio, together with more 
boost pressure. The outcome of this work 
is a peak power of 300 horsepower and a 
remarkably high specific power output of 
150 horsepower per litre. 

Fifteen  
years  

too  
early?

First production-based turbo 
engine optimized for pure 

bioethanol (E100)

300 horsepower with greatly 
reduced CO2 impact

Demonstrates further 
potential of bioethanol fuel

Scope for future right-sizing 
with turbocharging to give 

large engine power  

SAAB extends leadership  
of flex-fuel bioethanol  

engine technology

Precursor of SAAB BioPower 
production vehicles

2007 • SAAB BioPower Concept Arrives

“This exciting concept shows the tremendous 
potential of bioethanol, in terms of both 
performance and future opportunities to right-
size engines,” said SAAB Automobile Managing 
Director Jan Åke Jonsson. “Bioethanol is 
already entering the market as E85 fuel, and 
we look forward to seeing further supply 
infrastructure developments that will make it 
more widely available in the future.” 

The SAAB BioPower 100 Concept is 
presented as an evolution of the SAAB 9-5 
SportCombi. It is visually distinguished by 
styling features such as “ice block” front and 
rear light units – extending a theme seen on 
the 9-3 SportCombi – and 19-inch “turbine” 
alloy wheels inspired by those of the award-
winning SAAB Aero X concept, first shown at 
Geneva last year. The interior is upholstered 
in unique white leather, complemented by the 
main fascia and door trims, which are finished 
in black leather overlaid with a carbon fibre-
effect pattern.  



In ambient temperatures below 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the chemistry of E100 makes it 
resistant to vaporization and, as a result, it can 
be difficult to start the engine. To overcome 
this issue, the SAAB BioPower 100 Concept 
has an experimental fuel heating system, 
using small heating elements in the inlet 
ports downstream of the injectors. When 
the engine is cold, these elements warm 
the incoming fuel sufficiently to allow it to 
vaporize. Shortly after start-up, the function is 

automatically deactivated. 

“bioethanol is a 
potent, high-quality 
fuel that opens up 
exciting possibilities 
in helping to meet 
the environmental 
challenges that 
face us,” says Kjell 
ac Bergström, 
GM Powertrain – 
Sweden president 
and CEO, who led 
the SAAB BioPower 
100 engine 
development team. 

“As the need to 
reduce energy consumption increases, we are 
exploring ways to run smaller engines that give 
relatively high power, with and without hybrid 

technology,” he said. “bioethanol can play a 
key role in this right-sizing process, while also 
minimizing fossil fuel emissions.”         

SAAB is already established as the leading 
player in Europe’s emerging market for 
flex-fuel vehicles able to run on gasoline and/
or bioethanol (E85). Its current SAAB 9-5 
BioPower model is the best-selling flex-fuel 
car in Sweden, a title that also extends to the 
European continent. At Geneva this year, 
SAAB also announces BioPower’s introduction 
throughout its 9-3 product range in Europe.

So far, SAAB BioPower development 
has been focused on using E85 fuel, (85 
percent bioethanol/15 percent gasoline). 
Now, with the announcement of the fully 
functioning BioPower 100 Concept, SAAB 
confirms its leadership position by showing 
how bioethanol technology could be 
further extended. 

Running on E100, the concept  
car’s engine delivers peak power 
of 300 horsepower at 5,800 rpm 
and an exceptionally strong 295 
lb.-ft. of torque between 3,000 
and 5,100 rpm, with almost 85 
percent available at just 2,000 
rpm. The standard 150 bhp 
gasoline engine produces 177 
lb.-ft. of torque from 1,800-
3,500 rpm.

The secret behind such 
enhanced performance is 
the ability of E100 fuel to 
resist harmful self-ignition, 
or “knocking,” as the fuel/air 
mixture is compressed in the 

cylinder. This attribute is denoted by E100’s 
high 106 RON octane rating. It permits the use 
of an engine compression ratio that is higher 
than normally possible with turbocharging, 
giving more power and greater combustion 
efficiency without risk of knocking. 

New software for SAAB’s powerful Trionic 
engine management system, which controls the 
throttle setting, ignition timing, fuel injection 
and turbo boost pressure, looks after the 

different ignition timing and fuel/air mixture 
requirements of E100 fuel. 

More durable valves and valve seats are fitted 
to the engine, together with bioethanol-
compatible materials throughout the fuel 
system. The only other modification necessary 
is pre-heating of the fuel. This is required to 
achieve good cold-starting performance, which 
is the main reason why bioethanol is currently 
blended with gasoline and sold as E85 fuel.



 Per Eklund and Bjorn Cederberg, RAC 1976



Pure inspiration
With the SAAB 9-3 Convertible, inspiration is 
not just around the corner, it is everywhere. 
In the sleek and sporty design that breathes purity and purpose.  
In the dynamic driver’s seat. Plus, all the advanced features that 
enhance driving excitement and convenience even further. Did we 
mention world-class real-safety? Prepare for it all - top up or top down.



My  
passion  

with  
SAABs

My passion with SAAB́ s came through my father 
as he was a mechanic for the SAAB main 
dealer here in Portugal (Cimpomóvel at the 

time) for more than 35 years. In my teens in summer 
holidays, he would take me to his work, and I sat in 
these wonderful cars, not fully understanding all things, 
but knowing that these cars were special.

by José Galvão, from Portugal.



Fast-forwarding to October ’99, I ended up 
working at the same SAAB dealer, like my 
father, but in the Parts & Sales Department. 
There, I learned my craft and had a wonderful 
time discovering the brand and its cars.  
I bought my first 9000, a 1991 CS B202L, that 
I modified just a little with fibreglass (in those 
days it was the thing) and some Viggen front 
bumpers cut to fit the larger 9000. 

In March ’06, I bought my second SAAB 9000 
(the first had a seized engine), and I purchased 
another 9000Cs 
from 1992 with 
a B202R that I 
ended up modding 
up to 270 bhp and 
converted with 
LPG. It was then 
that I started to 
know more in-depth about these cars; at the 
dealer, the damaged parts were sent back 
to the factory. But outside the dealer, the 
question about the why it broke and how we 
fixed it gave me a lot more knowledge. 

In 2011 I bought my first 
9-5, a silver 1999 2.0t 
with 150bhp.  It had a 
front end collision so 
the price was cheap. 
With the help of 
some friend and a 9-5 
AERO with a rear-end 
collision, I have repaired 
my car and make it as an 
AERO in the outside.  

It only had 170000 km, so I decided when 
I had to do the “Big Revision” around the 
250000K, I will tune it.

At the time, I’ve owned the two models, the 
feeling was strange. The older 9000 was more 
like a strong car, and while the newer 9-5 was 
more refined - sometimes it had less quality. 
But it was obvious that they were brothers 
from the same parents with some years 
between them. 

In late 2012 I bought another engine damaged 
9-5 already converted to LPG. Another 
1999 Army Green 2.0T 150 bhp, and when 
the repair was completed and the car was 
running, I sold my 9000. 

All was going well until 2017 and 2018. 

Both my cars went to the 250000 km mark, 
and I contacted Maptun to buy all the parts 
needed to push them to the actual state:  
280 bhp with 440 Nm.

And they are a blast to drive, putting to shame 
a lot of newer, high-performance cars! 

And here 
starts the 
SAAB 9-5 
Track Car 
Project life.

In 2018 I bought another SAAB 9-5 1998 2.3T. 
It was very cheap, the owner saying it stopped 
on the highway coming back from a trip, and it 
was going to the scrap yard. So even without 

having the chance to hear the car 
working (or not), I bought the 
car and rented a two-car garage 
where I could do my maintenance 
on the cars.

Two days later, I started to 
disassemble the car to diagnose 
it - a broken turbo. That was not a 
problem since I wanted to upgrade 
the turbo and freshen up the engine, 
which had seized due to oil sludge. 

In 2019, I bought a crankshaft from the UK and a 
block from a friend. I removed the interior and 
cut the dashboard in half. I also relocated the 
battery to the rear seat floor and mounted the 
lowering springs. I test fitted the crank in the 
block and found it was slightly warped, so I sent 
it to a machine shop to fix it. I put the gearbox 
in with a new Aero clutch and put the motor 
in place. I installed the Maptun intercooler, and 
assembled the rest. I also assembled the full 3” 
open exhaust without the cat, with just an open 
pipe from the turbo. I purchased a race seat, 
4-point seatbelt, and a universal roll-bar from 
the UK. A test drive followed with an engine oil 
and coolant flush.

In 2020 it was my 
first track day with 
the car, but ended 
up in the gravel on 
the first turn!  
The red brake pads 
from EBC do not 
handle track abuse, 
so were changed to 
CLs. I bought a rear 
wing for greater 
down force, made 
a front splitter, 
door sills and some 
brake ducts to 
cool the brakes. 
I also installed a 
Quaife diff from 
Abbott Racing. As well as weight reduction on 
the tailgate, doors, and front reinforcement 
bumper. The bonnet vents grille were installed 
and I lightened the flywheel. 



But it’s the car I love, and with so many 
brands on the track, it is very rare to see 
another SAAB. 

So many people congratulated me for 
the strong car, which was making very 
respectable lap times. 

But the things I have learned along the way 
are priceless. And the things you can do to a 
car, when it is not road legal, are awesome 
to apply and gather knowledge. 

In 2021 I designed and made a simple 
rear  diffuser, bought used slicks, and like 
the Americans say: “Houston, we have a 
problem.” The car had a broken exhaust valve 
due to thermal fatigue, which damaged the 
dead and the fourth piston. I bought a 2004 
head with the sodium exhaust valves and sent 
it to the machine shop for resurfacing, testing 
and assembly. I also bought four new pistons 
from my brother and assembled the block. 

In 2022, I bought and assembled a second 
rear sway bar to mount the two together.  
I also assembled and installed the engine and 
gearbox. The engine runs. I then bought and 
assembled a short shifter. 

The story here is simple; a car that was going to 
the scrap yard found a guy (me) that was willing 
to spend a few thousand euros to give this car a 
new life as a dedicated Track Day Car. 

It is not the best choice for it - the 9-5 does 
not have the racing pedigree of a BMW 3 
series, or a Ford, or an Audi, or even Volvo 
with the BTCC project...  

This is my story so far…
With a dedicated car below 300 bhp,  
I was making lap times faster than my 
brother with a full-stock car and 420 bhp. I 
went for the weight reduction way, and he 
went for the horsepower route. My first 
good lap was a 2:31, and now I am at 2:06.34 
(I think the 2:05 is possible). 

I have spent 2,000 euros on the last rebuild, 
just to keep it running. But there is one thing  
I know for sure; this car will give his life for 
me, so I can only re-pay it with this second 
life and save it from the scrap yard route to 
the track, and so far, it’s been awesome!  

And finally... my brother

“Every time I go to the track, he goes there with 
me. He stays in the pit lane, but he always come 
along. He pushes me as I push him, and hé s 
building a 500 bhp SAAb 9-5 - the car he had was 
420 bhp, and he was trying to beat my time with 
more POWER!! 

He is always there - he is part of this journey”.



Erik Carlsson Gunnar Palm RAC 1964 Saab Sport

RAC Rally, UK Results • 1964
1. Tom Trana & Gunnar Thermanius  Volvo PV 544
2. Timo Mäkinen & Don barrow Austin-Healey 3000
3. Vic Elford & David Stone Ford Cortina GT
4. Pat Moss-Carlsson & Elisabeth Nyström  SAAb 96 Sport
5. bengt Söderström & bo Ohlsson  Ford Cortina GT
6. Roy Fidler & Don Grimshaw  Triumph 2000
7. Erik Carlsson & gunnar Palm  SAAb 96 Sport
8. berndt Jansson & Erik Pettersson  Volkswagen
9. David Seigle-Morris & Try Nash Ford Cortina GT
10. Sylvia Österberg & Siv Sabel  Volvo PV 544 



SAAB celebrates its 
‘Diamond Anniversary’ 
with special editions

SAAB is celebrating its diamond anniversary in 
2007 by introducing special 60th Anniversary 
Editions of the 9-3 and 9-5 models.

Taking cues from its Scandinavian birthplace, 
the SAAB 9-3 2.0T Sport Sedan, SportCombi 
and Convertible, and the 9-5 Aero Sedan and
SportCombi 60th Anniversary Editions are 
offered with unique content – dazzling new 
five-spoke 17-inch alloy wheels, solid black 
leather sport seats with grey inserts, premium 
stitching and embossed with ‘SAAB’ lettering; 
exotic dark walnut interior trim; and not to 
be outdone underfoot, black floor mats with 
contrasting grey binding detail. 

A glittering ice Blue metallic exterior finish is 
uniquely available for the SAAB 60th 
Anniversary editions. However, if they wish, 
customers can specify one of six other metallic 
exterior colors from the current model year 
palette at no extra charge. 

Additionally, the 9-3 2.0T Sport Sedan, 
SportCombi, and Convertible 60th 
Anniversary editions include premium audio 
that features XM Satellite Radio and a six-
disc CD changer; dual-power front seats; and 
front fog lamps. Body-color trunk lid spoilers 
for the 9-3 Sport Sedan and Convertible, are 
also included. 



On the 9-5 Aero Sedan and SportCombi, 
the 60th Anniversary editions include the 
Visibility Package, which consists of SAAB 
Parking Assistance, rain-sensing wipers, xenon 
headlamps, and auto-dimming outside mirrors. 

SportCombi models also feature the chrome 
aircraft-shaped handle in the cargo floor, 
similar to that on the 9-3 SportCombi, plus 
optional roof rails finished in matte chrome. 



First, let’s start with 
the Practical Classics 
magazine feature.

I had the pleasure 
of meeting a fellow 
SAAB enthusiast, and 
all-round gent, by 
the name of James 

Walshe, who arrived, or should I say wafted 
in, in a lovely Citroen DS. After a long chat, 
talking about the virtues of both cars, and for 
some reason, I cannot remember, we ended 
up prodding the centre of the roofs of both 
cars to see which 
one flexed more.  
As fellow SAAB 
owners, you can 
guess the answer. 

The Alfa had arrived 
on a covered trailer, 
and like all Alfas, it 
looked stunning. 

After discussing the car, its foibles, and 
suchlike, with motoring legend John Simister, 
he took each car out on track to see if the 
reports of their handling and performance 
still held true. 

The BMW was restored for the Salvage 
Hunters programme, and again looked very 
menacing in its new coat of black paint. 
The work done to the car resulted in an 
exceptional finish, to say the least. Lots of 
photographs were taken of the cars in different 
positions, and of course, adorned with our two 
TV celebrities. 

A slightly cloudy start cleared to what was 
to be a gloriously sunny day. So much so 
that we all sought the shade during those 
hours of simply sitting around waiting for 
the call of ‘action!’. Now, this makes it sound 

more exciting than it really was. 
However, what was interesting 
was to see what goes into making a 
progamme and creating an article 
for a magazine. 

The object of the day, for the 
magazine, was to recreate an 
article from 30 years ago which 
appeared in a Practical Classics 

Practical Salvage
Back in July 2021, I was invited (or to be exact, the 99T was invited) to Bicester Heritage Centre here 
in the UK to be part of an episode of the TV programme Salvage Hunters: Classic Cars.  We were 
also to recreate a magazine article from 30 years ago for an upcoming edition of Practical Classics. 

titled ‘Giant Test’, 
when a BMW 323i 
was compared 
against an Alfa 
Romeo GTV 200 
and a SAAB 99 
Turbo. 

The object was 
to see if, over the 
intervening decades, 
the thoughts and 
opinions from that 
original feature could still hold true - namely, 
the BMW would be the car of choice.



So first to the magazine, and which one would 
be John Simister’s car of choice today? It was 
the SAAB. To quote John, “charactureful, 
brilliant the SAAB is totally loveable”. The full 
article can be found in the October 2021 issue 
of Practical Classics magazine. 

In the afternoon, we 
started filming for 
Salvage Hunters. Both 
Drew Pritchard and 
Paul Cowland spoke to 
each owner about their 
cars. The SAAB was 
not the car for Drew. 
Paul Cowland, on the 
other hand, is known 
for his love of SAABs, 
and he was much more 
interested in the SAAB. 

Which is not surprising, 
considering Paul’s history 
with the SAAB brand. 

While all this was going on, with the film 
crew doing their bit for the show, I did 
raise a slight smile to see the final shots that 
appeared in Practical Classics. The chosen 
shot was Drew leaning on the bonnet of the 
SAAB, rather than the BMW, so maybe we 
have a convert in the making? 

Later the cars were lined up for some action 
shots, with the BMW taking centre stage, 
before we all returned with the three cars 
being set up for some static filming. Though 
stood some away from the action, I could see 

Paul Cowland opening and closing the doors 
of each car and repeating the process on the 
SAAB, with its deep clunk. I would like to 
think he was trying to convince Drew about 
the build quality of SAAB, or maybe it was just 
wishful thinking on my part. 

Towards the end of the day and off-camera, I 
got into a discussion with Paul about all things 
SAAB, and he ended up taking the car out for 
a few laps on his own before returning to chat 
more about his love of SAABs. 

It is surprising how much filming is not used, 
and what eventually ended up was only a few 
seconds of screen time. But at least the SAAB 
got some exposure, and maybe, just maybe, 
someone somewhere will now consider a 
SAAB over its German counterpart. If they do, 
then it makes it all worthwhile.

Paul Cowland with the Alfa and Drew Pritchard with the SAAb.

The illuminated tyre from Goodyear. Unveiled in 1961. Just one of a long list of bright ideas which never quite took off. By contrast, SAAB 
innovations have a habit of becoming industry standards, In 1963 we preceded others with diagonally split brake circuits. And in 1972 we were the 
first to develop side impact bars. We pioneered the electronically-managed turbo engine in 1980. CFC free air conditioning was first introduced by 
us in 1991. And we fitted the world’s first anti-whiplash head restraints in 1997. The kind of enduring excellence you’ll find in every Approved SAAB.

          SAAB vs. 
Bright Lights



It’s Christmas 
every day 
when you 
drive a SAAB
By Daniel Roberts



Finally, a special thanks to: 
 
• Joep Van Dam • Rolf Uhr • Száraz-Szabó Marika • Marty Ryan  
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• Simon Male • Ronal G Burns • Michael Ruddy • Paul Petherick 
• Robin Morley • Alex Rankin • Martin Edwards  
• Rafael Reigztem • Nagy Bence • Jeremiah Arroyo  
• Riccardo C. Ferdenzi • Martin Lyons • Chris Heist  
• Bertrand Marinel • Trond Sjåstad • Chris Hamley  
• Arun Taylor • Jay King • Andrew Horsley • PhotosofPickles  
• Dallas Wilson • Duncan Edwards • Robert Cirstea  
• Paul Sutherland Reay-Smith • Ryan J. Walters • Erik Dahl  
• Jon King • Andy Hutzel • Lee Rushworth • Maciek Fidos  
• Jon Hollon • Kyle Gilkeson • Rolf Asbjørn Haugmo  
• Steve Andrews • Adam Singh • Bruce A. Gómez  
• José Galvão • Daniel Roberts • Stuart Bell
 
... for helping make Förfina what it is.


